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OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

For  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  31,  1903,  the  Publisher 
can  accept 

Circulars  and  Price-lists 

to  distribute  as  insets.  This  is  an  excellent  way  of  ensuring  the 
delivery  of  such  business  appeals  to  the  best  buyers  of  druggist 
goods  in  the  world.    For  full  particulars  apply  to  the  Publisher. 


THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS' 
DIARY,  1903. 

The  new  diary  will  soon  be  sent  to  all  subscribers.  The  con- 
tents are  good  and  profitable — in  fact,  the  Diary  is  the  best  one 
we  have  ever  sent  to  press.  A  copy  of  it  will  be  presented  to 
■every  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  whose  sub- 
scription is  in  force  on  December  1,  so  that  the  best  way  to  get 
the  Diary  is  to  subscribe  for  the  C.  &  D.  now.  The  Diary 
treatise  on  stamping  proprietary  medicines  and  the  formulae  for 
specialities  are  themselves  a  full  return  for  the  subscription. 


An  Historic  Event  in  pharmacy  is  outlined  on  p.  898. 

It  was  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  principal  Chemists' 
Associations  in  Great  Britain. 

They  met  in  London  under  the  presidency  of  Alderman  R.  A. 
Robinson,  and  at  the  request  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Council. 

Price-protection  of  proprietary  articles  was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, and  resolutions  were  adopted  supporting  P.A.T.A.  prin- 
ciples. 

About  thirty  manufacturers  met  the  delegates  in  the  afternoon, 
and  several  of  them  intimated  that  they  are  to  add  their  goods  to 
the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

A  Section  of  the  manufacturers  had  met  the  previous  day  and 
decided  not  to  attend  the  Convention.  Mr.  Thomas  Beeoham 
wrote  an  interesting  letter. 

The  Convention  is  fully  reported  in  the«section  beginning  p.  884, 
with  more  portraits  of  delegates. 


Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen  died  last  Saturday  (p.  883). 

Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay  is  the  new  President  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
(p.  876). 

Poison  Regulations  have  been  framed  for  use  in  Belgium 
(p.  879). 

Some  useful  medical  hints  are  given  in  a  series  of  therapeutic 
notes  on  p.  908. 

The  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  moved  into  new  premises  on 
Tuesday  (p.  878). 

The  qualifications  of  dispensers  are  suggested  as  the  subject  of 
a  test-case  (p.  904). 

Free  Samples  op  Medicine  must  not  be  distributed  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  (p.  880). 

Interesting  information  aboiiu  Indian  drugs  is  provided  by  Mr. 
David  Hooper  on  p.  899. 

We  Print  replies  to  numerous  correspondents  who  ask  informa- 
tion on  practical  topics  (p.  912). 

A  Pretty  Exhibition  op  Photographs  was  opened  at  the 
Wellcome  Institute  last  week  (p.  877). 

Salt  of  Lemon  is  a  poison  because  it  is  a  preparation  of  oxalic 
acid.    So  the  Ely  Coroner  says  (p.  900). 

The  proprietors  of  Mother  Seigel's  syrup  deny  that  they  have 
any  compact  with  Messrs.  Boots  (p.  910). 

Fuller  details  of  Messrs.  Allen  and  Smith's  method  of  examin- 
ing opium-preparations  are  given  on  p.  901. 

A  Person  attached  to  the  Progressive  Medicine  Alliance  has 
been  fined  under  the  Apothecaries'  Act  (p.  881). 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia  is  the  subject  of  an  interesting  paper 
by  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catford,  printed  on  p.  905. 

A  Pontefract  Chemist  who  sold  deficient  sal  volatile  is 
making  the  wholesale  suppliers  responsible  (p.  881). 

Hints  as  to  the  preservation  of  milk  were  communicated  to  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  last  week  (p.  903). 

Some  particulars  of  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  are  given 
on  p.  916.    Mr.  Walter  Hills  dissents  from  the  report. 

Civet  appears  to  be  occasionally  adulterated  with  banana-pulp 
and  vaseline.    Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  tells  how  to  analyse  it  (p.  901). 

The  Bow  Street  Magistrate  has  dismissed  the  summons 
under  the  Indecent  Advertisement  Act  against  a  chemist  (p.  881j. 

Levv'is  &  Burrows  (Limited)  have  paid  5  per  cent,  on  their 
ordinary  shares  for  the  past  year,  which  is  a  substantial  increase 
(p.  909). 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  was 
not  a  peaceful  one ;  the  members  want  representation  on  the 
Council  (p.  876). 

The  Detection  of  Cadmium  in  a  mixture  of  cadmium  bromide 
and  sodium  arsenite  presented  a  difficulty  to  many  in  the  students' 
competition  (p.  874). 

Business  is  rather  better  this  week.  Crude  camphor,  fine 
cinnamon,  ipecacuanha,  and  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  are  dearer. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  firmer.  Cod-liver  oil  and  castor  oil  are  easier, 
and  Persian  opium  is  lower  (p.  917). 
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Corner  for  Stuoents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Keports. 

THE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  October  29  con- 
tained two  parts  of  bismuth  oxynitrate,  two  parts  of 
cadmium  bromide,  and  one  part  of  sodium  arsenite. 
The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — 


Bi 

Cd 

Na 

N03 

Br 

AsO, 

O 


29-1 
16-5 
3-5 
87 
23-5 
16'5 
2-2 

100-0 


The  mixture  also  contained  as  impurities  a  small  quantity 
of  carbonate  (which  was  present  as  a  somewhat  considerable 
impurity  in  the  sodium  arsenite),  and  traces  of  iron,  calcium, 
and  magnesium,  and  of  chloride. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  119  students, 
and  64  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents 
of  the  power  were :  (a)  Metallic  radicals :  Bismuth,  3 ; 
cadmium,  33 ;  sodium,  10.  (b)  Acid  radicals  :  Nitric,  22 ; 
hydrobromic,  23 ;  arsenious,  14.  Only  twenty  students,  or 
not  quite  one  in  three,  noted  the  evolution  of  carbonic 
anhydride  when  the  powder  was  treated  with  a  dilute  acid. 

It  was  not  intended  that  this  month's  exercise  should  be 
a  difficult  one,  nor  was  it  anticipated  that  it  could  prove  so 
troublesome  as  the  very  numerous  failures  in  the  detection  of 
several  of  the  chief  constituents  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  it  has  done.  As  the  failures  in  detecting  cadmium 
head  the  list,  it  will  perhaps  be  most  profitable  to  consider 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  majority  of  these 
failures. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that,  at  the  outset  of  their 
systematic  analysis  when  separating  the  metals  into  groups, 
a  considerable  number  of  students  pass  hydrogen  sulphide 
(with  the  intention  of  precipitating  the  sulphides  of  the 
copper  and  arsenic  groups)  into  solutions  which  either  con- 
tain hydrochloric  acid  in  a  concentrated  state  or  a  large 
quantity  of  the  same  acid  in  a  state  of  moderate  dilution  only. 
But  cadmium  sulphide  dissolves  with  great  readiness  in 
concentrated  hydrochloric  acid,  and  also  in  moderate  quan- 
tities of  the  dilute  acid,  especially  when  the  latter  is  warm, 
and  hence  it  may  easily  happen,  unless  care  is  taken  to 
prevent  this  by  cooling  and  sufficient  dilution  of  the  strongly 
acid  liquid  prior  to  nitration,  that  part  or  the  whole 
of  the  cadmium  escapes  precipitation  and,  passing  into  the 
filtrate,  is  mistaken  for  some  other  metal  at  a  later  stage.  A 
number  of  students  certainly  failed  to  find  cadmium  at  the 
proper  place  for  the  reason  explained  above,  and  were  after- 
wards led  into  perplexity  and  error  by  the  unwonted 
behaviour  of  the  filtrate.  Others  who  dealt  separately  with 
the  aqueous  extract  from  the  original  powder,  and  who  no 
doubt  succeeded  in  precipitating  the  cadmium  from  this 
solution  completely,  or  nearly  so,  at  the  outset,  by  means  of 
hydrogen  sulphide,  tested  for  cadmium  at  a  subsequent  stage 
in  the  separation,  by  adding  hydrogen  sulphide  to  a  solution 
which  had  been  acidulated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (to 
precipitate  any  lead  as  sulphate),  and  failed  to  detect  it 
owing  to  the  sulphuric  acid  having  been  present  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  prevent  the  precipitation  of  any  cadmium 
sulphide.  A  few  students,  who  also  dealt  [separately  with 
the  aqueous  extract,  described  the  precipitate  which  was 


obtained  from  this  extract  by  the  action  of  hydrogen  sul- 
phide, and  which  consisted  of  cadmium  and  arsenious 
sulphides,  as  entirely  soluble  in  ammonium  hydrosulphide, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  test  for  cadmium.  A  few  others 
altogether  omitted  to  test  for  cadmium  without  there  being 
any  apparent  reason  for  the  omission. 

The  results  obtained  in  the  analysis  of  the  powder 
have  demonstrated  again,  and  in  the  most  forcible  manner, 
the  absolute  futility  of  employing  ammonia  solution  of  any 
degree  of  dilution  as  a  reagent  for  discovering,  with  any 
assurance  of  accuracy,  the  presence  of  a  small  proportion  of 
silver  chloride  in  a  precipitate  consisting  mainly  of  silver 
bromide.  The  method  is  quite  useless  as  a  means  of  carrying 
out  a  delicate  separation ;  and  that  this  is  so  is  fully  recog- 
nised by  most  of  the  writers  of  those  text-books  in  which 
it  is  referred  to  as  a  method  for  effecting  an  approximate 
separation. 

The  detection  of  a  nitrate,  by  means  of  the  ferrous-sul- 
phate test,  in  the  presence  of  a  bromide,  is  liable  to  great 
uncertainty,  so  that  the  bromine  should  be  removed  before 
the  test  is  applied.  In  the  present  case  this  could  be  done 
either  by  adding  silver  sulphate  or  acetate  in  excess  to  a 
portion  of  the  sodium-carbonate  extract,  acidulated  with 
sulphuric  or  acetic  acid,  and  filtering  off  the  silver  bromide, 
or  by  adding  chlorine-water  in  slight  excess  to  a  similar 
solution  and  dissolving  out  the  bromine  by  means  of  chloro- 
form or  carbon  bisulphide.  The  filtrate  in  the  one  case  or 
the  aqueous  layer  in  the  other  could  then  be  tested  directly 
for  nitrate. 

Several  students  reported  the  presence  of  the  sulphuric 
radical.  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  evidence  that 
even  traces  were  present,  and  we  attribute  its  supposed 
detection  to  impurities  in  some  of  the  reagents — most  likely 
in  the  dry  sodium  carbonate. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
E.  F.  Carter,  119  Manby  Koad,  Stratford  New  Town. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Henry  Dryerre,  c/o  Mrs.  Anderson, 

40  Scotland  Street,  Edinburgh. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 


E.  F.  Carter  (first  prize)... 

96 

Fluorspar   

73 

Henry    Dryerre  (second 

W.  M.  H  

73 

prize)   

91 

Martin   

72 

G.  C.  Willoughby  

90 

Conval   

72 

T.  H.  Buswell   

89 

W.  Cox   

71 

B.  G.  S  

88 

A.  W.  Salmon   

70 

Alcohol   

84 

Nemo  (New  Wandsworth) 

70 

P.  C.  B  

84 

Acetone 

68 

J.  F.  H.  Banner   

83 

Xanthaline  

68 

Antimony  

83 

Nitrobenzine   

66- 

Ely  

83 

Orcadian   

66 

Lithium 

83 

Trelech   

66 

Aromatic   

82 

C.  D.  A.  Simmons  

65 

Conor 

81 

Meconic 

65 

Cyclops   

81 

Amar 

64 

Rosemary  ... 

81 

Phenol   

63 

G.  J.  Lusher 

80 

Ulmus 

63 

Agaricin   

78 

Aloes   

62 

M.  S  

78 

J.  L.  S.  G  

61 

J.  D.  B  

77 

P.  I  

61 

F.  W.  Searle   

75 

P.  D.  E  

60 

Photo   , 

75 

T.  A.  D  

59- 

Tartar   

75 

Nemo  (Halifax)   

5T 

Omrah   

74 

W.  W.  Sims   

56- 

Sylvestris  

74 

Sapho   

56 

Windsor 

74 

Spero   

55- 
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Phosphate  

...  53 

Trebor   

...  47 

Chieri 

...  52 

R.  C  

...  43 

Alex.  T.  Hope 

...  50 

Brittox   

...  41 

Amidol 

...  50 

J.  H.  Williams  ... 

...  35 

Snud   

...  50 

Benzaldehyde 

...  35 

Tolu  

...  47 

J.  E.  S.  Wackforth 

...  32 

[A  paper  was  received  from  Edinburgh  which  did  not  bear 
the  sender's  name  or  full  address.  It  will  still  be  admitted 
to  compete  in  the  tournament  if  the  rules  of  the  Corner  are 
complied  with.] 

To  Correspondents. 

Special  Memoranda,  suggested  by  this  month's  reports  : — 

1.  Cadmium  sulphide  and  arsenious  sulphide  are  both  yellow. 
The  former  is  soluble'in  hot  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  the  latter 
insoluble.  The  latter  is  soluble  in  ammonium  hydrosulphide, 
the  former  insoluble.  Do  not  assume  that  a  yellow  sulphide 
precipitate  does  not  contain  any  cadmium  sulphide  because 
it  does  not  dissolve  entirely  in  hydrochloric  acid,  nor  that  it 
does  not  contain  any  arsenious  sulphide  because  it  does  not 
dissolve  entirely  in  ammonium  hydrosulphide. 

2.  When  silver  nitrate  yields  a  precipitate  which  may  con- 
sist of  silver  chloride  or  of  silver  bromide  or  of  both,  do  not 
assume  that  it  consists  of  silver  chloride  alone  and  neglect 
to  test  for  bromide  in  the  original  substance.  Many  failures 
to  detect  bromide  in  the  present  instance  are  due  to  this 
neglect. 

Henry  Dryerre,  Fluorspar,  and  others. — The  trace  of 
sulphate  which  you  detected  was  probably  introduced  as  an 
impurity  in  the  sodium  carbonate  used  in  preparing  the  solution 
to  be  tested  for  acid  radicals. 

'  Geo.  E.  Wii.loughby. — You  state  the  results  of  your  pre- 
liminary tests,  but  do  not  draw  any  conclusions  from  them.  The 
duty  of  correctly  interpreting  your  observations  is  one  for  which 
you  must  yourself  be  responsible. 

T.  H.  Buswell. — The  solution  obtained  by  treating  the 
hydrogen  sulphide  precipitate  with  ammonium  hydrosulphide 
should  have  been  tested  for  antimony  and  tin.  Similarly  the  pre- 
cipitate (consisting  chiefly  of  silver  bromide)  which  was  obtained 
on  adding  silver  nitrate  to  a  nitric-acid  solution  in  testing  for 
acid  radicals  should  have  been  carefully  tested  for  traces  of  silver 
chloride. 

Alcohol. — We  cannot  explain  how  you  got  indications  which 
led  you  to  conclude  that  zinc  was  present,  unless  you  got  a  white 
precipitate  of  sulphur  through  adding  yellow  ammonium  hydro- 
sulphide to  the  filtrate  from  the  hydrogen-sulphide  precipitate 
while  this  nitrate  was  still  acid. 

P.  C.  B. —  See  first  sentence  of  reply  to  "  J.  D.  B." 

J.  P.  H.  Banner  and  T.  A.  D.— It  is  unfortunate  that  you 
omitted  to  test  for  nitrate.  The  quantity  present  was  relatively 
large,  and  it  was  not  really  difficult  to  detect. 

Cyclops. — The  trace  .of  aluminium  winch  you  found  was 
probably  introduced  as  an  impurity  in  the  sodium  peroxide  with 
which  you  treated  the  iron-group  precipitate.  For  use  in  analysis, 
sodium  peroxide  free  from  aluminium  compounds  must  be 
procured. 

G.  J.  Lusher,  Nemo  (Halifax),  and  others. — It  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  you  carried  out  an  analysis  of  the  powder  without 
detecting  bromide.  The  omission  to  try  the  effect  of  chlorine 
when  searching  for  acid  radicals  was  surely  an  oversight. 

M.  S. — In  your  report  of  the  treatment  of  the  sodium-hydroxide 
solution  of  the  arsenic- group  sulphides,  you  have  omitted 
(apparently  through  pure  inadvertence)  to  fill  in  the  particulars  of 
the  examination  of  the  arsenious  sulphide,  which  there  seems  to 
be  no  doubt  that  you  examined. 

J.  D.  B. — It  is  only  in  rare  cases  that  sodium  hydroxide  is 
preferable  to  sodium  carbonate  for  preparing  a  solution  to  be 
tested  for  acid  radicals,  and  this  exercise  did  not  furnish  an 
instance.  If  you  tested  the  original  substance  for  phosphate  by 
means  of  the  usual  nitric-acid  solution  of  ammonium  molybate, 
you  probably  converted  the  arsenite  present  into  arsenate,  and 
then  got  the  arsenate  reaction  which  closely  resembles  that  with 
phosphate.  The  test  ought  not  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
original  solution,  but  to  the  (arsenic-free)  filtrate  from  the  hydrogen- 
sulphide  precipitate. 

P.  W.  Searle  and  Windsor. — A  reagent  purporting  to  be 
chlorine-water,  but  which  failed  to  liberate  bromine  when  added 
in  moderate  quantity  to  the  acid  solution  of  the  powder,  requires 
examination. 


Ojirah. — The  sodium  present  was  by  no  means  insignificant  in 

quantity,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  escaped  your  observation. 

You  should  have  taken  some  means  to  prove  chloride  either 
present  or  absent. 

Conval,  W.  Cox,  and  Amidol.— You  failed  to  detect  arsenic  in 
the  systematic  examination  through  assuming  that  the  hydrogen- 
sulphide  precipitate  was  entirely  insoluble  in  ammonium  hydro- 
sulphide, because  it  did  not  dissolve  entirely.  Assumptions  of 
this  kind  constitute  one  of  the  worst  defects  in  analytical  practice, 
and  one  which  you  will  do  well  to  remedy. 

Nemo  (New  Wandsworth) — Testing  for  sulphur  by  heating  a 
substance  on  charcoal  with  sodium  carbonate  is  only  reliable 
when  both  the  charcoal  and  the  sodium  carbonate  used  are  quite 
free  from  sulphur — a  condition  not  often  realised.  A  blank  test 
must  be  made  if  error  is  to  be  avoided. 

Acetone. — We  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  your  report  th ) 
evidence  from  which  you  concluded  that  nitrate  must  be  absent, 
nor  any  sufficient  reason  for  supposing  that  arsenate  and  not 
arsenite  was  present. 

Xanthaline. — The  non-volatility  of  a  substance  does  not  prove 
the  absence  of  arsenic  from  it.  Thus  arsenites  and  arsenates, 
generally,  are  not  volatile. 

Orcadian. — As  it  stands  in  your  report,  your  conclusion  that 
cadmium  was  absent  is  quite  inexplicable.  You  obtained  a  yellow 
precipitate  on  adding  ammonium  hydrosulphide  to  an  ammoniacal 
solution  which  ought  to  contain  any  cadmium  that  might  be 
present  in  the  portion  of  the  powder  under  examination,  and  yet 
you  say  this  showed  cadmium  to  be  absent. 

Trelech.— Your  inference  that  a  dark-coloured  hydrogen-sul- 
phide precipitate  indicated  the  presence  of  bismuth  and  cadmium 
requires  some  explanation. 

C.  D.  A.  Simmons. — We  strongly  deprecate  the  style  of  your 
analytical  method,  which  is  largely  made  up  of  random  "shots" 
by  means  of  special  reagents.  No  satisfactory  results  can  accrue 
from  such  unsystematic  procedure. 

Meconic. — The  precipitate  which  you  assumed,  apparently 
without  examination,  to  be  "  sulphur  only,"  contained  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  arsenious  sulphide. 

Amar. — It  is  most  unsafe  to  conclude  from  the  colour  of  a 
yellow  sulphide  precipitate  that  stannic  sulphide  or  a  small  pro- 
portion of  antimonious  sulphide  may  not  be  present.  If  you  are 
not  already  the  winner  of  a  special  first  or  second  prize  in  a 
tournament  we  do  not  object  to  your  taking  part  in  the  Corner 
competitions,  even  although  you  have  passed  the  Minor. 

Phenol. — In  precipitating  the  sulphides  of  the  copper  and 
arsenic  groups,  it  is  no  doubt  well  to  pass  hydrogen  sulphide 
through  a  hot  solution  so  as  to  ensure  complete  precipitation  of 
arsenic  in  all  cases,  but  it  is  necessary  to  finish  off  by  passing  it 
through  a  cold  and  pretty  dilute  solution,  if  complete  precipitation 
of  bismuth  and  cadmium  is  to  be  effected.  Your  omission  to  finish 
the  precipitation  in  the  cold  is  almost  certainly  responsible  for 
your  failure  to  detect  cadmium. 

Ulmus. — You  omitted  to  give  a  summary  of  the  constituents 
you  detected.    See  the  reply  to  "  Alcohol." 

Aloes. — Silver  arsenate  is  brown,  not  yellow.  See  the  reply  to 
"  Alcohol  "  and  the  general  remarks  respecting  the  detection  of 
cadmium. 

J.  L.  S.  G. — Your  original  solution  would  appear  to  have  con- 
tained so  much  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid  that  hydrogen 
sulphide  did  not  precipitate  either  the  bismuth  or  the  cadmium  as 
sulphide;  and  the  yellow  precipitate  which  you  did  obtain,  and 
erroneously  took  to  be  cadmium  sulphide  because  it  dissolved  in 
ammonia,  was  really  arsenious  sulphide.  Cadmium  sulphide  is 
insoluble  in  ammonia. 

P.  I. — Ammonium  phosphite  is  a  more  delicate  reagent  for 
magnesium  than  ammonium  arsenate. 

W.  W.  Simms. — Please  send  a  legibly  written  address  with  your 
next  report. 

Chieri. — Testing  for  bicarbonate  in  complex  solutions  by  ad- 
dition of  magnesium  sulphate  is  worse  than  useless,  as  it  is  almost 
certain  to  mislead.    See  the  reply  to  "  Conval." 

Tolu. — The  hydrogen-sulphide  precipitate  should  have  been 
filtered  off  and  thoroughly  washed.  Your  method  of  simply 
pouring  off  the  liquid  and  then  adding  reagents  to  the  unwashed 
precipitate  is  crude  in  the  extreme,  and  cannot  give  satisfactory 
results. 

Brittox. — The  aqueous  extract  from  the  original  powder  con- 
tained cadmium  and  sodium,  and  the  radicals  of  arsenious  and 
hydrobromic  acids.  We  cannot  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  why 
you  failed  to  obtain  any  precipitate  on  adding  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid  and  then  hydrogen  sulphide  to  this  solution. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  is  willing  to 
endeavour  to  hold  its  examinations  in  the  colonies  and  India. 

Mr.  Walter  Rowe,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester,  informs 
us  that  the  amount  subscribed  on  behalf  of  the  Drug-trade 
Appeal  Fund  by  the  chemists  of  Leicester  is  now  181.  8s. 

At  Langport  Petty  Sessions  on  November  18,  a  local 
butcher,  named  Calder,  was  fined  51.  for  an  unprovoked 
assault  on  Mr.  Chas.  Nicholls,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lang- 
port. 

At  Thames  Police  Court  on  November  21,  a  shopkeeper  in 
St.  George's  Street,  E.,  was  fined  30s.  for  selling  chewing- 
tobacco  (sweetened  with  liquorice)  which  was  not  enclosed 
in  a  Customs  wrapper. 

The  Dover  Town  Council  has  agreed  to  pay  1.200Z.  to  Mr. 
T.  M.  Ralph,  agricultural  chemist,  21  High  Street,  Dover,  as 
compensation  for  setting  back  the  front  of  his  shop  in  con- 
nection with  street  improvements. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  November  21,  William 
Pedro  had  to  pay  12s.  6d.  costs  for  selling  as  broken  chocolate 
a  substance  composed  of  96  per  cent,  of  sugar  and  glucose, 
1  per  cent,  of  oxide  of  iron,  and  3  per  cent,  of  fatty  matter. 

The  Bradford  Watch  Committee  has  passed  a  resolution 
that,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  its  decision  by  the  City 
Council,  the  Chief  Constable  shall  give  all  Sunday  traders  in 
the  city  (including  half-a-dozen  chemists),  other  than  persons 
engaged  in  the  licensed  trade,  a  week's  notice  requiring 
them  to  close  on  Sundays. 

The  trial  of  Edward  Beauchamp  Rogers,  Henry  Norman  E. 
Rogers,  Ransome  Wallis,  Algernon  Wallis,  Sheppard  James 
Ransome,  Arthur  and  James  Ransome,  Mincing  Lane  brokers, 
for  having  generally  conspired  to  obtain  money,  valuable 
securities  and  credit,  and  to  induce  divers  persons  to  execute 
such  securities  by  false  pretences,  was  begun  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  on  November  21. 

The  Duke  of  Westminster  and  others  have  been  indignant 
because  Beecham's  pills  advertisements  have  appeared  on  a 
wall  at  St.  Winifride's  Well,  Holywell.  Mr.  Beecham  has 
written  to  the  papers  stating  that  the  wall  had  long  been 
tised  for  hotel  and  circus  posters,  "  so  the  appearance  of 
'  Beecham's  pills '  thereon  has  proved  a  blessing  in  disguise." 
He  has  been  offered  several  other  sites  in  Holywell,  and  has 
decided  not  to  again  fix  the  boards  in  the  township. 

At  Hull  on  November  24,  William  Lowson  Loten,  chemist 
and  druggist,  lately  carrying  on  business  at  30  and  31  Myton- 
gate,  Hull,  was  committed  for  trial  under  the  Debtors  Act, 
1869,  on  charges  of  having  in  his  bankruptcy  petition  con- 
cealed three  debts  due  from  him  (amounting  to  488Z.  15.?.  9d.) 
and  of  making  material  omissions  from  his  statement  of 
affairs  by  omitting  the  claims  of  various  creditors.  The 
particulars  of  the  prosecution  were  detailed  in  our  issue  of 
November  15,  page  803. 

Eoyal  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fellows  and  members  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  was  held  in  London  on  Novem- 
ber 20,  Sir  Henry  Howse  (the  President)  in  the  chair.  The 
question  of  non-representative  character  of  the  Council  again 
came  up,  the  members,  numbering  17,000,  not  being  allowed 
a  voice  in  the  election  of  Council.  One  speaker  said  the 
Council  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  come  before  the  members 
year  after  year  whilst  such  an  injustice  was  perpetrated,  to 
which  the  President  replied  that  he  was  not  ashamed  of 
himself.  "  No,"  replied  the  member ;  "  the  Council  has  got 
too  hardened  to  be  ashamed  of  anything."  A  resolution  was 
■carried  by  thirty  votes  to  two,  regretting  that  no  scheme  of 
representation  of  members  has  been  brought  forward.  Some 
discussion  took  place  on  the  proposal  to  combine  with  the 
University  of  London,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  acquisition 
by  London  students  of  a  degree  carrying  with  it  the  title  of 


"  doctor."  A  resolution  of  approval  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority,  but  the  President  said  the  question  is  one  of  great 
legal  difficulty :  the  Privy  Council  has  already  refused  to 
make  the  College  a  University,  and  if  the  title  "  doctor"  is 
wanted  the  College  of  Physicians  will  have  to  be  induced 
to  alter  its  rules. 

A  Virchow  Memorial. 

A  committee  has  been  formed  with  the  object  of  joining 
with  the  German  committee  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  late 
Professor  Rudolph  Virchow.  A  meeting  was  held  on  Friday, 
November  21,  at  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  which  Lord  Lister 
was  appointed  Chairman,  Lord  Avebury  Hon.  Treasurer,  and 
Sir  Felix  Semon  Hon.  Secretary.  The  memorial  is  to  take 
the  form  of  a  statue  of  Virchow,  to  be  erected  in  B  erlin. 

A  Coloured  Fire. 

On  November  19  an  assistant  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  W. 
Dawson,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Slough,  was 
making  a  batch  of  coloured  fire.  He  placed  a  small  portion 
apart  in  order  to  test  it.  It  was  so  successful  that  a  spark 
ignited  the  bulk,  and  the  shop  was  immediately  filled  with 
dense  clouds  of  sulphurous  fumes.  The  smoke  was  so  dense 
that  a  neighbouring  tradesman  could  only  enter  the 
pharmacy  by  placing  a  wet  duster  over  his  mouth  and 
crawling  on  hands  and  knees  along  the  floor.  It  was  some 
time  before  the  counter  was  located,  but  when  once  dis- 
covered the  fire  was  speedily  extinguished. 

Midland  Notes. 

The  brethren  of  Sutton  Coldfield  are  in  the  throes  of  a 
measles  epidemic,  and  are  in  consequence  unusually  busy. 

Alderman  Clayton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
again  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
City  Council. 

An  extraordinary  number  of  burns  have  been  treated  by 
local  chemists  during  the  past  week.  Perhaps  the  Chamber  - 
lain  torchlight  procession  is  responsible  for  the  epidemic. 

A  meeting  of  hospital  dispensers  was  held  at  the  Great 
Western  Hotel  on  November  19.  The  talk  was  general,  and 
the  salary  question  was  freely  discussed.  The  average 
attendance  is  about  a  dozen,  and  the  subscription-fee  is  5s. 
per  annum. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Cullwick,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wolverhampton, 
who  is  a  guarantor  to  the  Wolverhampton  Exhibition,  which 
has  shown  a  deficit,  repudiates  liability  on  the  ground  that 
the  Executive  held  no  meetings  to  pass  accounts  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  Exhibition. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege's  report  as  public  analyst  for  Bir- 
mingham states  that  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
403  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis.  Of  these  309  were 
foods  and  drinks,  and  only  30  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 
No  pharmaceutical  preparations  or  drugs  were  found  to  be 
otherwise  than  genuine. 

Mr.  Wm.  Freeman,  chemist,  of  Dudley  Road,  in  a  letter  to 
the  local  papers,  complains  that  he  has  been  informed  by 
the  Union-Castle  Steamship  Company  that  unless  he  sends 
his  goods  abroad  in  the  way  they  want  him  to  his  rates  will 
be  doubled.  Mr.  Freeman  thinks  such  methods  interfere 
with  British  commerce. 

Seeing  that  from  whisky-money  the  technical  school  gets 
13,3682.  per  annum  and  3.2811.  from  the  rates,  and  that  its 
expenditure  is  20,6322.  annually,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
fees  have  been  raised  this  term  in  the  botany,  chemistry,  and 
other  classes.  Several  lady  pharmacy  students  have  com- 
plained, but  no  reduction  has  resulted. 

A  "Workhouse  Contract. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rochdale  Merchants'  and  Tradesmen's 
Association  on  November  19,  Mr.  Highley  moved — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  the  Rochdale  Board  of 
Guardians  should  let  their  contracts  for  drugs  to  tradesmen  in  the 
Union  if  the  drugs  were  equal  in  price  and  quality  to  those  pro- 
curable elsewhere. 

Mr.  Highley  said  he  had  been  told  that  the  Rochdale 
drug-samples  were  not  opened,  and  he  thought  that  was 
unfair.    The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
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Infant-feeding. 

At  Hammersmith  on  November  22,  Mr.  C.  Luxmoore  Drew 
held  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Harriet  Ada 
Maud  Brand,  a  twin-child,  aged  ten  weeks,  alleged  to  have 
died  as  the  result  of  improper  feeding.  The  mother  stated 
that  the  child  was1  first  given  Nestles  milk,  but  as  that  did 
not  agree  with  it,  cow's  milk  and  Allen  &  Hanburys'  food 
were  given.  The  latter  was  continued  until  a  fortnight 
before  the  death,  and  as  the  child  did  not  appear  to  be 
thriving  she  went  to  Mr.  Foster,  chemist,  who  advised  her  to 
use  King's  wheaten  food.  The  child  gradually  wasted  and 
died.  She  was  feeding  the  other  twin  on  virol  by  the 
doctor's  orders,  but  thought  it  was  getting  worse.  The 
Foreman  :  If  you  want  advice,  go  to  a  doctor,  and  he  takes 
the  responsibility.  Do  not  go  to  a  chemist,  who  knows 
nothing  about  it.  Mr.  John  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist, 
107  King  Street,  said  he  told  the  mother  that  King's  food 
was  better  than  Allen  &  Hanburys',  because  it  suited  children 
who  could  not  get  on  with  the  more  expensive  foods.  That  was 
his  experience  in  many,  many  cases,  extending  over  twenty 
years.  Mr.  E.  W.  Haines,  manufacturer  of  King's  wheaten 
food,  said  it  was  a  well-cooked  farinaceous  food,  in  which 
the  starch  was  almost  entirely  destroyed.  Dr.  Meredith 
M.  Townsend  said  he  attended  at  birth,  and  the  children 
were  healthy  babies.  When  called  in  on  the  day  of  the 
death  both  children  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  marasmas. 
He  inquired  as  to  the  diet,  and  found  the  mother  had  been 
feeding  them  quite  wrongly.  She  had  given  Allen  & 
Hanburys'  No.  3,  instead  of  No.  1,  food.  A  wheaten  diet 
was  entirely  wrong.  The  average  wheaten  diet  had  much 
less  fat  than  mother's  milk,  and  60  or  70  per  cent,  of  starch. 
Death  was  due,  in  his  opinion,  to  starvation  arising  from 
improper  feeding.    Verdict  accordingly. 

Football. 

London  College  F.C.  v.  Polytechnic  D.|  "F.(J.— Played 
on  November  22  at  Merton,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  London 
by  two  goals  to  nil.  London  were  without  several  of  their 
regular  players,  and  brought  off  a  very  meritorious  win. 

Westminster  College  F.C.  v.  South:  London'  \ College 
F.C. — Played  at  Wormholt  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush,  on 
November  22.  Both  teams  were  suffering  from  absentees, 
but  the  game  opened  fast,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  West- 
minster by  seven  goals  to  two. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  played  the  Metropolitan 
College  F.C.  on  Saturday  last  at  Wormholt  Farm.  This 
match  was  the  first  Inter-Pharmacy  League  match  of  the 
season  played  by  the  Square  eleven.  Owing  to  the  referee 
being  late,  a  start  was  not  made  till  3.15.  During  the  first 
half  the  Square  pressed  the  Metre's,  but  only  succeeded  in 
scoring  3  goals,  owing  to  the  able  defence  of  the  Metre's 
goal  by  their  goalkeeper.  The  referee  stopped  the  game 
twenty  minutes  before  time  owing  to  the  darkness,  and 
up  till  then  neither  team  had  scored  in  the  second  half.  The 
match  was  thus  left  unfinished,  the  score  being  :  Square, 
3 ;  Metro.'s,  nil. 

Wellcome  Photographic  Club  Exhibition. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome,  president  of  this  club,  opened  the 
third  annual  exhibition  at  the  Wellcome  Club  and  Institute, 
Dartford,  on  November  22.  In  so  doing  Mr.  Wellcome  said 
the  first  exhibition  was  held  in  1900,  and  the  work  then 
shown  indicated  that  a  high  standard  of  artistic  talent  was 
possessed  by  the  club-members,  all  of  whom  are  employes  of 
the  firm.  Since  then  the  advance  has  been  steady,  and  the 
present  exhibition  convinced  him  that  the  spirit  of  progress 
had  more  than  retained  its  hold  upon  the  club.  In  fact,  he 
believed  that  no  similar  society  consisting  entirely  of  the 
employes  of  one  firm  could  equal  the  display  now  before 
him.  He  was  very  gratified  to  have  so  talented  a  staff,  and 
congratulated  them  highly  upon  their  work.  In  declaring 
the  exhibition  open  Mr.  Wellcome  desired  especially  to 
mention  the  work  done  by  their  committee  and  by  their 
indefatigable  secretary,  who  had  very  largely  contributed  to 
the  success  achieved.  Mr.  A.  T.  Hill  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Wellcome.  He  reminded  his  hearers  that  it 
was  Mr.  Wellcome's  generosity  that  made  their  present 
achievement  a  possibility.  Recently  he  had  fitted  up  for 
them  a  suite  of  dark-rooms  in  the  club,  which  he  believed  to 


be  unequalled  by  those  possessed  by  any  photographic 
society.  They  had  one  dark-room  completely  fitted  for 
several  workers,  an  enlarging-room  containing  a  lantern 
fitted  with  a  Cooke  lens,  and,  further,  a  special  developing- 
room  for  enlargements  and  bromide-prints.  During  the 
afternoon  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and 
friends.  The  walls  of  the  room  were  tastefully  laid  out  in 
panels  with  white  beading,  and  the  pictures  were  shown  olf 
to  the  best  advantage  by  the  canvas  background  on  which 
they  were  hung.  Tea  was  served  after  the  opening.  No 
fewer  than  twenty-seven  out  of  a  total  of  thirty-seven 
members  contributed  to  the  exhibition. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Only  four  poisoning-fatalities  have  been  reported  during 
the  week.  A  domestic  servant  at  Mansfield  Woodhouse  took 
a  fatal  dose  of  carbolic  acid ;  a  St.  Helens  man,  in  a 
despondent  frame  of  mind,  swallowed  a  large  quantity  ot 
arsenic  ;  and  a  Farebam  woman  accidentally  drank  a  solution 
of  oxalic  acid  which  she  had  been  using  for  cleaning  buttons. 
A  child  was  poisoned  at  Portsmouth  by  taking  a  solution  of 
caustic  soda,  obtained  from  a  soap-factory  for  cleaning  paint. 
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Yet  Another. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter,  trading  as  Leonard  &  Co.,  has  added 
another  branch  to  his  numerous  medical  halls.  The  new 
pharmacy  is  at  Arran  Quay,  Dublin. 

Personal. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Chamberlain,  manager  of  Furlong's  Medical  Hall, 
Dublin,  who  recently  met  with  a  severe  bicycle  accident,  has 
now  recovered,  and  is  able  to  resume  his  duties. 

Mr.  William  Holliday,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Boyd,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Limerick,  has  been  elected  a  representative  of 
the  importers  and  exporters  on  the  Board  of  the  local 
Harbour  Commissioners. 

At  the  dinner  given  in  the  Town  Hall  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  on  his  visit  to  Belfast,  Sir  James  Haslett 
proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Navy,  Army,  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,"  which  was  received  with  applause. 

Doctor  Cautioned. 

Dr.  Hennessv,  the  medical  officer  of  the  Galbalby  dispen- 
sary district  of  the  Michelstov>n  Union  has  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  the  Local  Government  Board  by  neglecting 
to  send  samples  of  drugs  for  analysis.  Serious  notice  is  to 
be  taken  by  the  L.G.B.  of  any  future  neglect  to  observe  the 
regulatious,  but  when  the  letter  was  read  the  Guardians 
decided  to  take  no  action  in  the  matter. 

The  Company  Question. 

Proceedings  are  being  instituted  against  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  by  a  member  of  a  firm  of  northern  druggists, 
who  demands  that  his  certificates  for  apprentices  should  be 
accepted  by  the  Society  for  Ph.C.  licence.  The  ground  of 
refusal  is  that  a  member  of  the  firm  is  unqualified. 

Fire. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  November  20  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Gillespie  &  Co.  (Limited),  Newry  Street,  Banbridge, 
druggists  and  grocers.  The  building  was  almost  entirely 
burnt  out,  and  much  damage  done  to  adjoining  premises. 
The  cause  of  the  fire  is  unknown,  and  the  loss  is  stated  to  be 
covered  by  insurance. 

High  Court  Notice. 

Notice  is  issued  by  the  King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland  that  on  December  12  the  estate, 
and  interest  therein,  of  Mr.  Morgan  M.  Darcy,  L.P.S.I.,  Main 
Street,  Tipperary,  and  at  Cahir,  will  be  sold  by  public  auction 
by  direction  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy. 


878 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


November  29,  1902 


The  Council  Reports. 

A  Dublin  chemist  asks  us  to  publish  fuller  reports  of  the 
Council-meetiDgs  in  future.  In  this  connection  it  is  proposed 
to  appoint  a  special  committee  by  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland  to  revise  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  body  before  they  are  supplied  to  the 
Press.    Hitherto  the  President  has  acted  as  censor. 

Greeting  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 

The  Governors  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland  have 
presented  an  address  of  welcome  to  Earl  Dudley,  the  new 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on  his  Excellency*s  entiy  into 
Dublin.  The  address  conveys  a  ceacl  millc  failtlie  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  and  Countess  Dudley,  and  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  "  Hall "  are  set  forth  in  self-congratulatory 
terms.  Messrs.  Stritch  (Governor),  Atock  (Deputy-Governor), 
Tichborne,  and  Evans  conveyed  the  address,  a  reply  to 
which  was  given  in  complimentary  terms  by  his  Majesty's 
representative. 


Scotcb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Football. 

A  match  was  played  at  Hawkhill  on  November  22  between 
the  clubs  of  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.  and  P.  &  C.  S.  Stores,  which 
resulted  in  a  win  for  the  Duke  Street  boys  by  three  goals 
to  nil, 

"Why  ? 

No  fewer  than  four  chemists'  businesses  in  one  of  the 
leading  thoroughfares  of  Edinburgh  are  in  the  market  at 
present,  and  there  appears  no  exceptional  anxiety  to  purchase 
them. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

There  is  a  growing  complaint  as  to  the  scarcity  of 
assistants. 

A  good  many  assistants  from  local  "  store  chemists  "  have 
gone  to  serve  under  Boots,  cash  chemists,  in  Sauchiehall 
Street. 

A  medico  who  feels  strongly  on  the  proprietary-prescribing 
abuse  is  preparing  a  paper  on  that  subject  for  one  of  the 
local  medical  societies. 

The  Trade  Association  has  issued  a  circular  postcard 
recommending  that  the  prices  for  Beecham's  pills  should 
be  reduced  to  IQ^d.  for  Is.  l^d.  size  and  Is.  lOd.  for  2s.  3d. 
size. 

The  number  of  businesses  changing  hands  or  offered  for 
sale  in  certain  districts  of  the  city  shows  that  these  parts 
are  overstocked  with  chemists.  In  other  areas — as  in  Govan 
and  Dennistoun — doctors'  shops  are  so  numerous  that  there 
is  no  opening  for  more  than  a  few  chemists,  and  dispensing 
threatens  to  become  a  lost  art. 

A  supper,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Association  and  the  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  will  be  held 
in  the  North  British  Station  Hotel  on  Thursday,  December  18, 
at  8.30  P.M.  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie.  Tickets,  5s.  6d. 
each,  may  be  had  from  J.  P.  Gilmour,  385  Cathcart  Road, 
any  member  of  Committee  of  the  two  Associations,  or 
the  various  town  travellers. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  quaintest  doctors'  shops  in  Glasgow 
stands  at  the  corner  of  Bridgegate  and  Stockwell  Street.  It 
has  been  occupied  as  a  surgery  for  many  generations,  and  is 
one  of  the  few  picturesque  relics  of  ancient  Glasgow  that 
have  survived  the  ruthless  decrees  of  the  Improvement 
Trust.  Like  most  places  of  the  kind,  the  shop  has  not  an 
imposing  exterior,  but  on  closer  inspection  it  discloses  many 
piquant  and  original  characteristics. 

A  Water  Question. 

The  Bathgate  Town  Council  heard  appeals  on  November  17 
against  the  burgh  assessments.  Amongst  the  appellants  were 
Mr.  D.  Reid,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hopetoun  Street,  and  Mr. 


J.  Freeland,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hopetoun  Street,  who 
held  that  their  water-rate  should  be  assessed  on  one-fourth 
of  their  rental  only,  instead  of  on  the  full  rental.  Mr.  Reid 
said  he  used  a  very  small  quantity  of  water.  Chemists  did 
not,  as  some  people  supposed,  use  the  town's  water  in  their 
business  and  charge  for  it.  The  water  used  as  a  solvent  for 
drugs  was  distilled  water,  costing  3d.  per  gal.  Mr.  Freeland's 
contention  was  practically  the  same  as  that  put  forward  by 
Mr.  Reid.  There  was  no  reason  why  chemists  should  be 
charged  more  for  water  than  an  ordinary  shopkeeper.  The 
Provost  said  the  use  and  wont  of  the  Board  has  been  that 
licensed  premises,  druggists'  shops,  and  butchers'  shops 
should  be  charged  on  the  full  rental  for  water-rate,  on  the 
ground  that  they  use  water  in  excess  of  places  such  as 
drapers.    Decision  on  the  appeals  was  held  over. 


ffrencb  flews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Rewarding  Long  Service.— An  interesting  ceremony 
took  place  a  few  days  ago  at  Meaux,  a  town  some  twenty-five 
miles  north-east  of  Paris.  The  occasion  was  the  presentation 
to  a  pharmacist's  assistant  of  a  gold  medal  for  long  service. 
The  gentleman  in  question  is  M.  Maurice  Caron,  who  has 
been  assistant  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  to  M.  Dumee, 
pharmacist  at  Meaux.  The  medal  was  awarded  on  the 
proposal  of  the  Meaux  Syndicate  of  Commerce. 

A  Montpellier  Professor. — M.  Henri  Imbert,  who  has 
just  been  appointed  Professor  of  Toxicology  and  Organic 
Chemistry  at  the  Montpellier  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy, 
passed  the  most  important  part  of  his  life  in  the  Southern 
University.  When  I  called  there  in  1895  I  remember  him 
as  "  chef  des  travaux "  in  chemistry,  but  he  had  been 
temporarily  appointed  assistant-professor.  He  had  succeeded 
M.  Astre  as  chief  of  the  research  laboratory,  and  was  phar- 
macien  superieur  and  licencie  des  sciences,  and  had  just  been 
elected  an  officer  of  the  Academy. 

Alcohol  from  Acetylene. — U.S.  Consul  Haynes,  of 
Rouen,  writes  to  his  Government  that  the  producers  of 
alcohol  in  France  are  somewhat  disturbed  because  of  a  new 
invention  by  which  alcohol  is  manufactured  by  synthesis 
from  acetylene.  The  members  of  the  Society  of  Agriculture 
of  the  Nord,  at  a  recent  meeting,  after  discussing  the 
question,  recommended  "  that  a  tariff  of  50f.  per  100  kilos, 
be  placed  on  the  carburets  from  foreign  countries  which  are 
to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  acetylene  "  in  order  that 
their  industry  may  be  safeguarded. 

Hygiene  in  Schools.— M.  Capmartin,  pharmacist  at 
Blaye,  has  paid  into  a  local  bank  a  sum  of  500f.  (20?.),  which 
he  offers  as  a  prize  for  the  best  essay  on  practical  hygiene 
in  schools  and  the  teaching  of  elementary  hygiene.  A 
committee  of  five  well-known  men,  including  three  physi- 
cians, has  been  appointed  to  award  the  prize.  The  essays 
have  to  be  sent  in  before  February  28,  1903,  and  the  winning 
essay  will  be  printed  at  M.  Capmartin's  expense,  and  30,000 
copies  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  for  distribution  in  schools. 

The  Academy  of  Medicine  was  founded  in  1820,  but 
hitherto  has  not  had  premises  of  its  own.  For  the  last  fifty 
years  the  Academy  has  had  the  use  of  an  eighteenth-century 
chapel  in  the  Rue  des  Saints  Peres,  but  on  Tuesday  a  new 
building  erected  in  the  Rue  Bonaparte  for  the  use  of  the 
members  was  formally  opened.  M.  Loubet  was  present,  and 
was  received  by  Dr.  Alfred  Riche.  M.  Chaumie  (Minister  of 
Education)  was  also  present.  Dr.  Riche,  in  his  address, 
reviewed  the  history  of  the  Academy,  and  mentioned  the 
efforts  made  to  suppress  marsh-fever,  tuberculosis,  and 
alcoholism.  Dr.  Jacond  was  invested  by  M.  Loubet  with  the 
insignia  of  a  Commander  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  and 
received  the  customary  embrace. 

Dr.  Loir  on  South  Africa. — Dr.  Loir,  who,  as  the  dele- 
gate of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  sailed  for  Cape  Town  last 
September,  and  proceeded  to  Rhodesia  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
bating an  epidemic  of  hydrophobia,  has  contributed  an 
interesting  letter  from  Bulawayo  to  Le  Temps.  After  refer- 
ring to  the  concentration  camps,  Dr.  Loir  goes  on  to  say  that 
amongst  the  first  letters  he  received  at  Bulawayo  were  two 
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communications  from  German  firms.  One  was  from  a  dealer 
in  chemicals,  of  Berlin,  and  the  other  from  a  Leipzig  pub- 
lisher. Both  were  scenting  possible  business.  No  French  or 
English  firm  communicated  with  Dr.  Loir,  but  as  he  is 
staying  in  Khodesia  until  January,  there  is  time  for  firms 
requiring  information  to  write.  Dr.  Loir  is  willing  to  answer 
any  inquiries. 

The  Pharmicist's  Oath. — The  Pharmaceutical  Union  of 
the  Seine  brought  an  action  a  few  days  ago  against  M.  Ber- 
nard, the  director  of  a  kind  of  medical  institute  called  the 
"  Academie  Dermotherapie,"  for  illegal  practice  of  pharmacy. 
The  defence  was  that  M.  Bernard  is  head  of  the  Academie, 
but  confines  his  active  role  to  acting  as  intermediary  between 
the  physicians  attached  to  the  establishment  and  the  phar- 
macist who  dispenses  the  prescriptions.  The  counsel  for 
the  defendant  brought  forward  another  and  quite  unexpected 
argument  in  support  of  his  client.  He  contended  that  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Union  are  not  competent 
to  prosecute,  as  they  themselves  have  not  complied  with  the 
law,  which  requires  that  all  pharmacists  must  take  a  pro- 
fessional oath  before  some  properly  constituted  public 
authority  before  they  are  duly  qualified.  The  oath  in  ques- 
tion dates  from  the  thirteenth  century,  and  the  result  of  the 
ingenious  plead  of  the  defendant's  counsel  was  that  the  case 
was  postponed  for  a  week  in  order  to  enable  the  Court  to 
consider  the  questions  raised. 


Soutb  Hfrican  Mews. 

[From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz.  :— 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Oape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Business  Change. — Messrs.  Aitken  &  Peck,  111  Long 
Street,  Cape  Town,  have  taken  over  the  business  formerly 
carried  on  by  Mr.  S.  Adams  in  Cape  Town. 

Food  and  Drugs  in  S.A. — The  report  of  Mr.  C.  F. 
Juritz,  the  Cape  Government  analyst,  on  the  working  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  and  Seeds  Act,  1890,  for  the  quarter 
ended  June  30,  exhibits  a  total  lack  of  analyses  of  drugs. 
The  samples  examined  (197  in  all)  were  foods  and  condi- 
ments. Nine  samples  of  mustard  were  found  adulterated 
with  flour  and  coloured  by  turmeric  ;  three  samples  of  vinegar 
contained  excess  of  water,  and  two  others  were  "  artificial 
preparations." 

In  O.R.C. — Mr.  Norwood  Coaker,  of  Ladybrand,  writes  that 
his  shop  at  Jagersfontein  (a  picture  of  which  appeared  some 
time  ago  in  the  C.  <5-  D.)  has  been  practically  demolished. 
General  Clements  entered  Jagersfontein  early  in  1900,  and 
made  the  usual  proclamation.  Soon  after  the  State  was 
declared  annexed  to  the  Empire.  The  town  was  garrisoned,  and 
traders  got  up  their  stocks  in  anticipation  of  good  business. 
On  Christmas  Day  following  the  town  was  evacuated  at 
twenty -fours  hours'  notice,  most  of  the  stocks  being  destroyed. 
Mr.  Coaker  is  now  informed  that  the  doors,  windows,  wall- 
cases,  counter-cases,  &c,  have  all  been  smashed,  and  that 
"nothing  is  left  worth  mentioning  but  counters  and  empty 
bottles." 

A  Bid  for  the  Soda-water  Trade. — A  well-known 
Kimberley  chemist  has  received  from  a  Hamburg  firm  a 
printed  postcard,  offering  him  "  a  golden  opportunity  for 
271.  10s."  For  this  sum  will  be  supplied  ("  c.i.f .  any  South 
African  port")  a  "first-class  patented  mineral-water 
machine  "  (capable  of  turning  out  10  dozen  bottles  per  hour), 
one  gross  10-oz.  Codd's  bottles  (in  boxes),  "  and  sufficient 
carbonic-acid  gas,  essences,  sugar,  &c,"  to  make  about 
three  hundred  dozen  bottles  of  aerated  waters.  Full  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  working  of  the  machine  and  how  to  make  the 
various  beverages  are  included  in  the  27Z.  10s.  The  machine, 
which  is  worked  by  hand,  can  be  manipulated  "  by  any 
intelligent  native  or  youth,"  and  one  of  the  firm's  travellers 
will  be  in  South  Africa  in  a  few  months  with  a  sample 
machine.  The  firm  announce  that  they  are  likewise  specialists 
in  "  goods  for  native  and  Boer  trade."  Idris,  Aerators  &  Co. 
bad  better  look  to  their  laurels. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  iflews. 


Roumanian  Drug-tender. — The  Bulletin  Commercial 
(Brussels)  contains  an  announcement  that  tenders  will  be 
opened  on  December  20,  at  the  Curatelle  Saint  Spiridon, 
Jassy,  Roumania,  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  drugs 
necessary  for  the  Central  Pharmacy  during  a  period  of  two 
years.  The  approximate  value  of  the  contract  is  1,200/.  per 
annum. 

*  Trusty  Austria. — The  Austrian  soda-producers'  combine 
is  eighteen  years  old.  There  is  not  a  producer  outside  it. 
There  are  also  in  Austria  trusts  for  sugar  of  lead,  glucose, 
grape-sugar,  yeast,  soap-boiling,  and  perfumery.  There  is  a 
glue  combine,  too.  The  soda-business  is  good  and  steady, 
and  sulphuric  acid  does  well,  owing  to  the  growth  of  the 
rubber  and  accumulator  industries, 

Bahama  Sponge-industry. — In  a  report  recently  issued 
by  the  Colonial  Office  on  the  Bahamas,  it  is  stated  that  the 
exports  of  sponge  during  1901  and  the  first  quarter  of  1902 
to  the  United  Kingdom  are  returned  at  156,524  lbs. 
(11,312?.),  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  same 
period  being  819,167  lbs.  (80,228/.).  The  number  of  vessels 
engaged  in  the  industry  is  265  schooners  and  322  sloops,  and 
the  number  of  persons  employed  both  on  shore  and  land 
amounted  to  over  6,000. 

An  Illegal  Opium-farm. — The  Hong-Kong  correspondent 
of  the  London  Chronicle  telegraphs  that  an  illegal  opium- 
farm  is  being  carried  on  in  the  hinterland  beyond  Kowloon, 
in  contravention  of  the  Chefoo  Convention  of  1876.  A  ring 
of  Customs  stations  has  been  established  outside  British 
territory  to  the  advantage  of  this  illicit  trade,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  legalised  opium-importers.  This  is  being 
done  despite  the  instructions  of  both  Chinese  and  foreign 
officers  in  command  of  these  districts. 

Hygienic  Milk. — An  Exposition  of  Hygienic-milk  Supply 
is  to  be  held  at  Hamburg  from  May  2  to  10,  1903.  Sections 
dealing  with  the  veterinary  control  of  the  condition  of  cows 
and  of  milk,  with  chemical  and  bacteriological  inspection 
(comprising  model  working  laboratories  and  instruments), 
with  scientific  processes,  with  milk  preparations,  and  with 
machinery  and  apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  milk  in  the 
household  are  included.  Applications  of  intending  exhibitors 
should  be  made  by  February  15,  1903,  to  the  Geschaftstelle 
in  Hamburg,  6,  Kamp  Strasse,  46. 

Poison  Regulations  in  Belgium. — A  Royal  decree  has 
recently  been  issued  regulating  the  sale  and  safe  keeping  of 
poisonous  substances  in  Belgium.  One  of  the  first  regu- 
lations of  the  decree  compels  dealers  in  poisonous  drugs  and 
substances  to  store  such  articles  apart,  and  keep  them 
separated  from,  other  supplies,  especially  those  used  for  food. 
Arsenic  and  its  compounds — arsenical  colours,  oxalic  acid, 
caustic  potash,  hydrofluoric  acid,  bromide,  cantharicles,  cyanide 
of  potassium,  Calabar  and  St.  Ignatius  beans — must  be  kept 
locked  in  a  special  closet,  upon  the  door  of  which  the 
word  '•  Poison,"  in  French,  shall  appear — and  in  the  Flemish 
section  of  the  country  in  both  French  and  Flemish — in  large, 
easily  decipherable  characters.  Poisons  shall  be  delivered 
only  upon  written  request,  dated  and  signed  by  a  well-known 
person,  who  shall  at  the  same  time  explain  the  intended  use 
of  same.  All  sale  of  or  orders  for  poisonous  substances  must 
be  recorded  in  a  register  kept  expressly  for  that  purpose,  the 
pages  of  which  must  be  numbered.  Full  entry,  without  any 
omission  or  blank  space,  must  be  made  in  the  register  imme- 
diately after  sale  or  order.  The  date  of  sale,  kind  and 
quantity  of  article  sold,  as  well  as  name,  profession,  and 
domicile  of  purchaser,  must  be  indicated.  Vendors  must 
preserve  the  register  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  carefully 
file  requests  written  upon  unstamped  paper.  The  observance 
of  these  regulations,  as  concerns  vendors  of  drugs  and 
chemicals,  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  inspectors  of 
pharmacies,  and,  as  concerns  other  dealers,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  provincial  medical  commission.  The  decree 
will  go  into  effect  this  month. 


It  is  stated  that  the  mud  of  the  Missouri  river  is  so  rich  in 
infusorial  earth  that  whim  mixed  with  soap  it  forms  an  excellent 
scouring-material. 
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Hmerican  motes. 

Penny  Post. — It  is  stated  that  the  forthcoming  report  of 
the  U.S.  Postmaster-General  will  propose  that  Congress 
shall  approve  the  negotiation  of  conventions  with  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Germany  for  a  2c.  (Id.)  postal  rate. 

Higher  Prices  for  Bottles. — In  reference  to  the  20-per- 
cent, advance  in  the  price  of  American  flint-glass  bottles, 
the  combined  manufacturers,  at  a  meeting  at  Pittsburgh, 
decided  that  the  trade  was  in  shape  to  stand  an  additional 
5  per  cent.,  which  makes  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  during 
October. 

A  Ginseng  Farm. — The  Imperial  Ginseng  Company, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000,  has  been  organised  at 
Indianapolis,  and  will  devote  two  acres  at  once  to  the 
cultivation  of  ginseng.  The  promoters  say  the  product  is 
bringing  $6.50  per  lb.,  and  is  in  great  demand.  The  company 
has  options  on  sufficient  three-year-old  plants  for  the  two 
acres  with  which  it  will  start.  The  root  will  be  raised  for 
export,  principally  to  China. 

Damages  Wanted. — An  action  was  begun  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  New  York,  on  November  7,  by  Mrs.  Rosa  Schuck 
against  the  Tarrant  Drug  Company,  Rogers  &  Pyatt  and 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  to  recover  $25,000  for  the  death  of  her 
son,  who  was  killed  in  the  Warren  Street  explosion,  which 
occurred  in  the  defendants'  building  two  years  ago.  It  is 
the  first  of  some  thirty  or  more  similar  actions,  the  total 
damages  claimed  amounting  to  more  than  $1,000,000. 

Justice— to  the  Frog? — At  a  recent  murder-trial  in 
New  Jersey,  in  which  the  prisoner  was  charged  with  having 
poisoned  two  boys  with  strychnine,  Professor  Marshall,  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  a  witness  for  the  prosecution, 
in  court  injected  strychnine  into  a  live  frog,  and,  as  the 
animal  struggled  in  its  death-throes,  the  Professor  explained 
in  detail  the  working  of  the  poison,  just  as  he  would  have 
done  to  a  medical-class.  Prisoner's  counsel  fought  hard  to 
prevent  this  realistic  demonstration,  but  the  Judge  ruled  it 
to  be  permissible. 

Iced  Drinks. — For  some  time  past  the  New  York  Customs 
authorities  have  been  puzzled  to  account  for  large  consign- 
ments of  ice  which  have  been  imported  free  under  the 
Dingley  tariff.  The  cost  of  shipping  the  ice  made  it  more 
expensive  in  New  York  than  the  ice  made  locally,  and  the 
inspectors  could  not  understand  the  shippers'  object.  Some 
of  the  imported  ice  has,  it  is  said,  been  melted  down,  and  is 
found  to  be  mineral-water,  which,  if  it  had  entered  the 
country  in  its  true  form,  would  have  been  liable  to  heavy 
duty.  It  is  thought  that  the  device  has  been  used  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  that  the  United  States  Government 
has  been  defrauded  of  at  least  $50,000. 

Martyrs  to  Science.— Mr.  H.  W.  Wiley,  chief  chemist 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  will  begin 
his  remarkable  experiments  on  November  24  to  test  the 
objections  of  the  German  authorities  to  the  importation  of 
American  meats  on  which  borax  and  other  chemical  pre- 
servatives have  been  used.  He  will  feed  six  clerks  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  on  pure  foods,  on  meats  which 
have  not  been  treated  with  preservatives,  and  on  vegetables ; 
another  six  will  be  dieted  on  foods  treated  with  borax.  At 
the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  results  will  be  tested  and  the 
diet  interchanged.  The  experiment  will  last  a  year.  The 
clerks  have  volunteered  their  services  and  pledged  themselves 
to  abstain  from  all  other  food. 

Free  Distribution  of  Samples  Prohibited.— The 
health  commissioner  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  has  issued  orders  that 
all  requests  for  permits  for  free  distribution  of  pills,  so-called 
medicinal  teas,  wafers,  and,  in  fact,  anything  containing 
drugs  shall  be  refused.  Patent  foods  are  exempt  from  this 
prohibition.  Anyone  desiring  to  distribute  samples  of 
medicine  must  first  submit  the  same  for  examination,  but 
as  far  as  medicinal  samples  are  concerned  the  broad  view 
has  been  taken  that  they  are  all  dangerous,  and  permits  in 
every  instance  have  been  refused.  Sugar-coated  pills  are 
the  most  common  article  of  medicine  submitted,  and  they 
are  rejected  on  the  ground  that  children  and  unsuspecting- 
persons  eat  them,  with  painful  and  sometimes  fatal  results. 

Damages  Against  a  Corporation,— In  the  Supreme 
Court,  New  York,  on  October  31,  a  lawyer  named  Dawes  was 


awarded  $3,281  damages  in  an  action  brought  by  him  against 
the  Corporation  of  Hegeman  &  Co.,  a  firm  of  druggists.  The 
plaintiff's  version  of  the  story  is  that  he  went  into  Hegeman's 
and  asked  the  assistant  for  some  quinine  for  his  cold.  The 
assistant  induced  him  to  take  instead  "  Dr.  Goldsmith's 
Quick  Headache-cure — Guaranteed  Harmless,"  which  proved 
to  be  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  No.  2  migraine-tablets,  containing 
in  each  3  gr.  acetan:lide,  2  gr.  camphor  monobromide,  and 
1  gr.  caffeine  citrate.  The  plaintiff,  following  the  directions, 
took  three  of  the  tablets  within  three  or  four  hours,  and  was 
so  ill  that  a  doctor  was  called  in,  and  he  was  afterwards 
incapacitated  for  fourteen  days.  It  was  stated  at  the  trial 
that  defendants  paid  their  assistants  a  commission  on  the 
sale  of  their  own  proprietaries,  and  evidence  was  adduced 
of  the  danger  and  uncertainty  in  the  use  of  acetanilide. 
The  assistant  stated  that  plaintiff  did  not  ask  for  quinine, 
or  say  anything  about  a  cold,  but  merely  asked  for  something 
to  cure  headache.  The  feature  of  the  case  appears  to  be 
that  the  words  "  guaranteed  harmless "  appeared  on  the 
package.  The  Judge  held  that  the  fact  that  the  purchaser 
happened  to  be  very  susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  drug 
was  no  defence,  and  the  jury  awarded  damages  as  stated. 


j£aat  3noian  IRewe. 

Mr.  A.  Leighton,  chemist,  of  Messrs.  Neil  S.  Campbell  & 
Co.,  Ceylon,  who  came  home  on  a  six  months'  holiday,  has 
returned  to  the  island. 

A  Lady  Chemist. — Mrs.  Cyril  Bergtheil  has  been 
appointed  assistant  chemist  to  the  Behar  Planters'  Associa- 
tion at  the  Preprah  Indigo  Experimental  Station,  India.  She 
is  the  first  woman  to  occupy  such  a  post  in  India. 

Out  of  Work. — Over  thirty  indigo-planters  are,  or  will 
be,  out  of  harness  by  the  end  of  the  season.  This  is  very 
sad,  writes  the  Indian  Planters'  Gazette,  and  we  can  only 
hope  those  who  are  forced  by  family  ties  to  remain  in  the 
country  will  soon  find  openings. 

Trade-mark  Case. — Mr.  A.  K.  Leech,  manager  of  the 
Aerated-waters  Factory  at  Slave  Island,  Colombo,  was 
granted  a  summons  at  the  Colombo  Police  Court  charging 
one  Gunawardena,  of  Grand  Pass,  with  infringing  his  trade- 
mark on  aerated-water  bottles.  The  accused  had  a  factory 
called  the  Coronation  Aerated-water  Works,  and  used  on  his 
bottles  a  label  with  an  unregistered  trade-mark  similar  to 
complainant's. 

Indian  Saltpetre. — In  the  course  of  a  return  relating  to 
the  mineral  production  of  India,  Mr.  J.  E.  O'Conor,  Director- 
General  of  Statistics,  states  that  saltpetre,  which  is  largely 
produced  for  export,  was  in  former  years  of  much  greater 
importance  than  now,  the  decline  in  demand  for  gunpowder 
and  the  preservation  of  food,  with  the  competition  of  the 
nitrates,  having  operated  to  prevent  an  expansion  of  the 
exports.  It  is  most  largely  produced  in  Behar,  whence 
the  article  is  sent  to  Calcutta  for  export  after  refinement. 
The  average  production  is  stated  to  amount  to  only  about 
251,000  cwt.,  of  which  209,000  cwt.  is  reported  to  have 
been  made  in  Bengal — that  is,  in  Behar.  But  the  produc- 
tion is  grossly  understated,  for  the  average  annual  exports 
of  refined  saltpetre  from  Calcutta  in  the  last  five  years  have 
amounted  to  370,398  cwt.,  and  this  represents  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  crude  saltpetre. 

Hub-buck's  Trade-mark. — At  the  Esplanade  Police  Court, 
Bombay,  on  October  22,  before  Mr.  J.  Sanders  Slater,  Chief 
Presidency  Magistrate,  Mr.  George  Gracewood,  agent  in  the 
East  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Hubbuck  &  Son  (Limited),  of 
London,  charged  Ibhrahimji  Ahmedbhoy  Borah,  a  trader, 
with  exposing  for  sale  kegs  of  paint  purporting  to  be  genuine, 
but  which  falsely  bore  Hubbuck's  trade-mark.  Mr.  D.  D. 
Davar,  who  defended  the  accused,  pleaded  that  his  client, 
having  afforded  every  facility  regarding  the  goods  the  pro- 
secution had  objected  to,  and  given  satisfactory  explanation 
about  their  possession,  the  Court  would  grant  permission  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  charge.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the 
prosecution,  and  the  Magistrate  granted  the  required  per- 
mission.— At  the  same  court  a  warrant  was  taken  out  against 
Isabhoy  Abdulhusen  for  selling  counterfeit  goods,  but  as  an 
application  had  been  given  and  an  apology  offered  the  com- 
plainant desired  not  to  offer  any  evidence,  and  accused  was 
discharged. 
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Xcaal  IReports. 

Apothecaries  Act,  1815. 

The  Progressive  Medical  Alliance. 

On  November  20,  at  the  Westminster  County  Court,  th 
Society  of  Apothecaries  sued  Talbot  Bridgwater  for  201., 
being  the  penalty  incurred  by  his  acting  as  an  apothecary 
without  a  certificate.  Mr.  L.  R.  Wilkinson,  barrister,  appeared 
on  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  and  explained  that  defendant 
traded  at  57  and  59  Oxford  Street,  W.,  as  the  Progressive 
Medical  Alliance.  He  called  as  a  witness  Horace  Everett, 
who  said  he  went  to  the  Alliance,  was  examined,  provided 
with  medicine,  and  charged  at  the  rate  of  21.  per  month.  On 
his  second  visit  he  was  examined  by  Bridgwater,  and  provided 
with  medicine,  being  told  by  defendant  that  he  understood 
witness  was  a  poor  man,  and  the  fees  would  be  reduced  to 
30s.  a  month.  Witness  produced  two  bottles  containing 
medicine  which  he  got.  Judge  Woodfall  at  this  point  said 
he  thought  the  case  proved,  and  entered  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs  for  20/.,  with  costs. 


Indecent  Advertisements  Act. 

Window  Exhibitions. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  November  21,  Edward 
Thomas,  chemist,  Drury  Lane,  appeared  before  Mr.  Fenwick 
to  answer  an  adjourned  summons  charging  him  with 
infringing  this  Act  by  exhibiting  in  his  shop-window 
gonorrhoea-bags,  and  a  packet  labelled,  "  Golding's  tasteless 
paste  for  gonorrhoea,  clap,  &c."  At  the  previous  hearing 
Mr.  Dobbs,  barrister,  had  pointed  out  that  although  Section  5 
of  the  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  exhibit  in  public  places 
advertisements  relating  to  certain  diseases  (represented  in 
this  case  by  the  label),  no  mention  was  made  of  shop- 
windows.  He  argued,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  an  offence  to 
exhibit  in  shop-windows  articles  and  labels  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Mr.  Fenwick  now  said  he  understood  that  a  similar 
case  to  this  is  pending  elsewhere.  Since  the  last  hearing  he 
had  carefully  considered  the  matter.  He  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Mr.  Dobbs's  argument  was  a  sound  one,  and 
dismissed  the  summons. 


City  and  County  Court  Cases. 

A  Deal  in  Pumice-stone. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  November  21,  Mr.  Registrar 
Wild  heard  evidence  in  the  case  of  Lamigeon  v.  J.  B.  Faith- 
full,  wherein  Mr.  Julius  J.  Lamigeon,  42  Finsbury  Pavement, 
E.C.,  sued  Mr.  J.  B.  Faithfull,  6  Oppidans  Road,  Primrose 
Hill,  for  4/.  13s.  8rt.,  the  price  of  pumice-stone  supplied. 
Plaintiff's  solicitor  said  the  pumice-stone  was  sold  and 
delivered  to  the  defendant  last  May,  but  the  matter  was 
somewhat  complicated  by  the  defence,  which  was  to  the 
effect  that  defendant  had  had  many  transactions  with  Mr. 
Gillimore,  for  whom  plaintiff  was  agent.  After  hearing  the 
evidence,  the  Registrar  said  that  the  plaintiff  swore  the 
pumice-stone  belonged  to  him,  and  he  had  told  defendant 
that  he  looked  to  him  for  payment.  Judgment  was  there- 
fore entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed,  with 
costs. 

A  Syphon  Dispute. 

The  case  of  Stevenson  v.  Fraser,  a  report  relating  to  which 
appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  15, 
page  815,  came  again  before  Judge  Stonor  on  November  21, 
at  the  Marylebone  County  Court.  The  plaintiff,  Mr-  James 
Stevenson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  39  Ledbury  Road, 
Bayswater,  W.,  sued  Mr.  W.  M.  Fraser,  14  Chepstow  Villas, 
Bays  water,  for  21.  lis.  5d.  for  goods  supplied,  including 
syphons  not  returned.  The  defendant  maintained  that  all 
the  syphons  had  been  returned  with  the,  exception  of  two, 
which,  he  said,  Mr.  Stevenson  could  have  by  sending  for 
them.  William  Richards,  plaintiff's  boy,  now  stated  that  he 
did  not  take  away  any  syphons  from  the  defendant's  house, 
and  the  Judge,  at  plaintiff's  request,  examined  the  ledger, 
which  showed,  he  said,  that  there  was  not  a  single  occasion 


upon  which  empty  syphons  of  equal  number  had  been 
returned  when  full  syphons  were  delivered.  Ultimately  the 
Judge  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  defendant's  maidservant,  who 
gave  evidence  of  giving  the  boy  syphons,  was  not  a  reliable 
witness,  and  found  for  plaintiff  for  the  full  amount  with 
costs. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Wholesaler's  Responsibility. 

At  the  Pontefract  Borough  Court  on  November  24,  Thomas 
Prince  Ramsden,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pontefract,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  spirit  of  sal  volatile  not  of  the  nature 
demanded.  On  the  case  being  called,  Mr.  Haddock,  Clerk 
to  the  Magistrates,  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
West  Riding  solicitor  to  the  effect  that  communications  had 
passed  between  himself  and  the  wholesale  dealers,  which 
led  him  to  ask  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  summons  on  pay- 
ment of  costs.  The  explanation  given  was  that  the  defect 
in  the  sample  was  the  result  of  the  process  of  manufacture, 
which  the  wholesale  dealers  had  undertaken  to  remedy  in 
future.  Mr.  Lowden,  who  defended,  pointed  out  that  his 
client  had  been  put  to  serious  trouble  and  expense  in  preparing 
his  defence.  The  West  Riding  authorities  then  found  that 
he  was  in  no  way  to  blame,  but  the  wholesalers  were  wishful 
to  leave  Mr.  Ramsden  to  pay  his  own  costs.  He  had  wired 
to  the  wholesale  people,  "  Please  wire  pay  all  costs,  or  shall 
apply  for  adjournment,"  and  he  had  received  a  telephone- 
message  "  There  is  no  need  for  Mr.  Ramsden  to  attend,  as 
West  Riding  authorities  will  apply  for  the  case  to  be  with- 
drawn." That  was  no  answer  to  his  wire.  It  simply  meant 
that  they  intended  to  keep  in  the  background  and  leave  Mr. 
Ramsden  to  pay  the  whole  of  his  costs,  something  like  five 
guineas.  He  would  apply  for  an  adjournment  so  that  he 
might  communicate  further.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  inspector, 
agreed,  and  the  Bench  assented. 

Formaldehyde  in  Milk. 

At  Barrow  on  November  24,  a  local  farmer  was  summoned 
for  selling  milk  which  contained  1  part  of  formaldehyde  to 
every  100,000  parts  of  milk.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated 
(hat  defendant's  wife  first  purchased  the  formalin  on  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Mackereth,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Ulverston,  who  told  her  it  was  not  a  dangerous 
drug,  and  drank  some  from  a  bottle  to  convince  her.  The 
formalin  was  used  only  for  cleaning  and  sterilising  the 
cans  and  churns.  Mr.  Mackereth  was  unable  to  be  present 
in  court  to  give  evidence  owing  to  illness.  The  Bench 
thought  it  wrong  to  use  such  a  dangerous  drug,  trusted 
defendant  would  discard  the  use  of  it,  and  dismissed  the 
case. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  failures. 


Be  Henry  Wemyss  Fielden  Allan,  101  High  Street,  Kirk- 
caldy, Chemist  and  Druggist. — Mr.  G.  D.  Stirling,  154  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  appointed  trustee  in  this  bankruptcy, 
and  claims  must  be  lodged  with  Mr.  Stirling  by  February  8,  1903. 
The  examination  of  the  debtor  will  take  place  in  the  Sheriff  Court 
House,  Kirkcaldy,  on  November  28,  and  the  second  general 
meeting  of  creditors  will  be  held  at  Mr.  Stirling's  office  in  Glasgow 
on  December  8. 

Be  Jonathan  Stephens,  50  Station  Road,  Keyham  Barton , 
Devonport,  Devon,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  public  examina- 
I  tion  of  this  debtor  was  held  at  the  Stonehouse  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  November  5,  before  Mr.  Registrar  McCrea.     The  debtor's 
I  examination  brought  out  the  particulars  of  his  business  career, 
j  which  we  have  already  published,  and  he  stated  that  he  had  kept 
several  books,  but  the  accounts  were  not  posted  up  to  date.  Owing 
I  to  pressure  by  creditors  he  had  paid  82?.  through  the  courts  during 
I  the  last  twelve  months.    Mr.  Dobell  examined  the  debtor,  who 
]  said  that  he  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Jennings  by  getting 
a  loan  from  the  bank,  which  Mr  Jennings  guaranteed  and  would 
have  to  pay.    The  sale  was  conditional  upon  his  reducing  the 
guarantee  by  100/.  per  annum,  but  he  could  not  say  whether  he 
had  met  that  condition  in  any  single  year.     The  liability  of 
Mr.  Jennings  to  the  bank  had  not  been  reduced,  but  it  was  with 
his  consent  that  it  was  allowed  to  run  on.    The  examination  was 
concluded. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Taylor,  W.,  and  Taylor,  W.  XI.,  under  the  style  of  W.  R. 
Taylor  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  paint  and  varnish  manufacturers 
and  oil-refiners. 

Wheatley,  R.  M.,  and  Wheatley,  H.,  under  the  style  of 
the  Pontefract  Liquorice  -  refining  Company,  Pontefract, 
Yorkshire,  liquorice-refiners  and  box  manufacturers. 


2>eeo$  of  arrangement 

Coles,  Arthur,  32  High  Street  and  Hinton  Road,  Uxbridge, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  George  White,  14  Old  Jewry 
Chambers,  London,  E.C.,  chartered  accountant.  Dated 
November  17 ;  filed  November  20.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
2,9237.  6.s.  lid. ;  estimated  net  assets,  9917.  16s.  6d.  Assign- 
ment upon  trust,  &c,  one  creditor  for  2,4147.  6s.  postponing  his 
claim  until  the  other  creditors  have  received  a  dividend  of  10s. 
in  the  pound.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London        ...       22    0  0 

Coles,  J.,  Uxbridge   2,414    0  .  0 

Evans  Lescher  &  Webb,  London        ...       39    0  0 

Hills  &  Underwood,  London    10    0  0 

Idris  &  Co.,  London    69    0  0 

Newbery  &  Sons,  London    166    0  0 

Schweppes  (Limited),  London   37    0  0 

Whinfield,  Horn  &  Co.,  London         ...       11    0  0 
Bankers'  claims       ...       ...       ...       55    0  0 

Trust  Deed. 

The  affairs  of  Messrs.  Campbell,  Finlay  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale chemists  and  druggists,  Exchange  Street,  Dundee,  of 
which  firm  Mr.  W.  J.  Campbell,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  the 
sole  partner,  having  become  embarassed,  he  has  granted  a 
trust  deed  in  favour  of  Mr.  David  Clarke,  solicitor,  18  Meadow- 
side,  Dundee,  for  behoof  of  creditors. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IFlews. 

Pyrites  (Gold)  By-products  Syndicate  (Limited). — Capital 
1007.,  in  10s.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
specialists  in  the  treatment  of  refractory  ore,  metallurgical 
chemists,  ore-refiners,  minerals  and  chemicals,  &c.  No  initial 
public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Regis- 
tered office,  16  Philpot  Lane,  E.C. 

Jago's  Drug-stores  (late  Walker's)  (Limited). — Capital 
1,5007.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried 
on  at  428  West  Green  Road,  N.,  by  C.  J.  Walker,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  agricultural,  analytical,  manufacturing,  operative, 
pharmaceutical,  homoeopathic,  or  veterinary  chemists,  druggists, 
dentists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colourmen,  accoucheurs,  oculists, 
opticians,  perfumers,  chiropodists,  herbalists,  manicurists,  photo- 
graphers, manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  photographic,  optical, 
surgical,  medical,  and  acoustic  appliances,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  :  C.  Cunnington,  22  Philpot  Lane,  E.C,  clerk  ;  B.  A. 
Jago,  sen.,  428  West  Green  Road,  N.,  dentist ;  Miss  M.  A.  Belcher, 
62  Frederick  Street,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. ;  R.  B.  Mayerbank, 
356  West  Green  Road,  South  Tottenham,  N.,  physician  and 
surgeon ;  W.  R.  Meldrum,  27  St.  Margaret's  Road,  Tottenham, 
gentleman  ;  Mrs.  M.  Meldrum,  27  St.  Margaret's  Road,  Totten- 
ham ;  and  Mrs.  E.  Jago,  428  West  Green  Road,  N.  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  B.  A.  Jago  and  not  more 
than  two  others.  Qualification,  1007.  Registered  office,  428  West 
Green  Road,  N. 


Wallis  Chlorine  Syndicate  (Limited). — At  an  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  of  this  company  held  on  Novem- 
ber 17  at  Winchester  House,  E.C,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  company  be  wound  up. 

The  Macdonald  Medical  and  Dental  Company 
(Limited)  has  absorbed  the  old  businesses  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  Macdonalds  (Limited),  of  Manchester  and  district. 
The  latter  comrjany  will,  therefore,  be  wound  up  voluntarily. 
.  New  Guadalcazar  Quicksilver  Mines  (Limited). — 
At  a  meeting  of  this  company  on  November  26  it  was  stated 
that  the  net  result  of  the  accounts  showed  a  profit  balance 
of  4157.,  which,  deducted  from  the  debit  of  7757.  from  the 
previous  year,  left  a  debit  balance  of  3601.  to  be  carried 
forward. 


Apollinaris  &  Johannis  (Limited). — The  directors 
have  declared  interim  dividends  for  the  six  months  ending 
September  30  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate 
of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  both  payable,  less  income  tax,  on 
December  15.  The  transfer  books  of  both  classes  of  shares 
will  be  closed  from  November  29  to  December  13,  for  the 
preparation  of  dividend  warrants. 

Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). — The  report  of  the 
directors  for  the  year  ending  September  30  states  that  the 
total  amount  of  sales  has  considerably  increased,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  increase  of  net  profits  available  as  dividend. 
Two  additional  branches  have  been  acquired  during  the  year. 
It  is  proposed  to  pay  a  further  dividend  of  3  per  cent,  on  the 
preference  shares  (making  6  per  cent,  for  the  year),  and 
5  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares.  The  financial  statement 
shows  that  the  trading  profits  were  6,4457.  gross  and  4,2637. 
net.  The  salaries  of  general  manager  and  secretary  are  stated 
at  5707. ;  directors'  fees,  7007.,  auditor's  fee,  1007.  ;  amount 
written  off  repairs  and  improvements  account,  197. ;  and  to 
depreciation  reserve  account,  8227.  The  depreciation  reserve 
now  amounts  to  2,6517.  The  balance  brought  forward  from 
last  year  was  1607.,  which  with  the  net  profit  (4,2637.)  this 
year  makes  4,4247.  From  this  9007.  has  been  deducted  for 
interim  dividend  paid,  and  3,5247.  is  available  for  the 
purposes  stated.    The  report  of  the  meeting  is  given  later. 


Graoe  Botes, 


Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.,  have  appointed  Mr.  S.  H.  Maddox,  of 
Melbourne,  Vic,  as  their  Australian  representative. 

Wright's  Coal-tar  Soap. — Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney  (Limited),  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  the  proprietors  of 
Wright's  Coal-tar  Soap  and  Liquor  Carbonis  detergens, 
announce  in  this  issue  that  on  and  after  January  1,  1903,  the 
retail  prices  of  the  soap  will  be  protected  at  their  face-values. 
The  increasing  popularity  of  the  soap  makes  this  announce- 
ment of  special  interest  to  the  trade,  for  there  is  little  doubt 
that  those  who  prefer  to  use  toilet  articles  of  this  character 
are  not  averse  to  paying  a  fair  price  for  them. 

Eau  de  Cologne. — Mr.  F.  G.  de  Faye,  Bath  Street, 
Jersey,  sends  us  a  sample  of  his  triple- extract  eau  de 
Cologne,  which  he  wishes  to  bring 
more  prominently  before  the  trade. 
The  eau  de  Cologne  is  put  up  in 
square  white-flint  bottles,  and  is 
neatly  labelled.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  the  perfume  we  find  the 
ingredients  are  nicely  balanced 
and  rounded,  with  the  result  that 
an  eau  de  Cologne  of  excellent 
quality,  but  characteristic  odour, 
has  been  produced.  The  whole- 
sale and  export  agents  are  Messrs. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C,  from  whom  quotations 
and  samples  can  be  had. 

Lofotel  is  the  name  which 
Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &.  Bar- 
clay (Limited),  Lower  Priory, 
Birmingham,  apply  to  a  prepared 
cod-liver  oil  which  is  made  in  the 
Lofoten  Islands.  The  novelty  con- 
sists in  impregnating  cod-liver  oil 
with  carbonic-acid  gas,  no  other 
ingredient  being  added.  The  effect  To f  the  addition  of  the 
gas  is  to  give  an  oil  of  greater  palatability,  easier  digestion, 
and  with  less  tendency  to  oxidation  and  rancidity.  Lofotel 
is  sent  out  in  6  and  10  oz.  amber-coloured  screw-stoppered 
bottles,  which  retail  at  Is.  9d.  and  2s.  9d.  When  the  bottle 
is  opened  there  is  a  slight  pop,  such  as  one  observes  on 
opening  a  bottle  of  aerated  water,  and  a  slight  disengage- 
ment of  gas  from  the  bulk  of  the  oil ;  but  it  is  the  great 
palatability  which  recommends  the  preparation,  the  fishy 
flavour  being  replaced  by  a  sharp  taste,  due  to  the  gas.  It  is 
on  the  score  of  its  pleasant  taste  that  the  oil  will  be  sure  to 
find  favour  wherever  it  is  introduced  to  a  customer's  notice. 


November  29,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


883 


Payne. — On  November  18,  at  92  Rue  du  Rhone,  Geneva, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Payne,  of  Belfast  (and  of  Grande 
Pharmacie  Finck,  Geneva),  of  a  son. 

Southall. —  On  November  23,  at  55  Carlyle  Road' 
Edgbaston,  Birmingham,  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Southall,  of  a  son- 


flDamaoes. 


Clarke — -Stanley. — On  November  18,  at  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  by  the  Rev.  David  Anderson,  M.A.,  John 
George  Clarke,  chemist  and  druggist,  Carr  Street,  Ipswich, 
to  Beatrice,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Stanley,  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds. 

Lott — Miller. — At  Strathearn,  Helensburgh,  on  Novem- 
ber 22,  by  the  Rev.  Adam  C.  Welch,  of  Claremont  U.F. 
Church,  Glasgow,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  John  Mansie, 
Alexandria,  Ernest  Arthur  Lott,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Lott,  of  Enfield,  Middlesex,  to  Louisa,  second  daughter  of 
Mr.  L.  M.  Miller,  manufacturing  chemist,  Helensburgh. 


Deaths. 


Airman. — At  Glasgow,  last  week,  Mr.  Charles  Morton 
Aikman,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  F.I.C.  Aged  41.  Dr.  Aikman  was  for 
several  years  lecturer  on  agricultural  chemistry  in  Glasgow 
Technical  College  and  examiner  in  chemistry  at  the  university. 

Bowling. — At  Dimond  Street,  Pembroke  Dock,  on 
November  14,  Mr.  John  Henry  Bowling,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist. Aged  55.  Mr.  Bowling  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  widely  known  tradesmen  in  the  town.  He  was  born  in 
Pembroke  Dock,  and  had  been  in  business  in  Dimond  Street 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Besides  being  a  pharmacist, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Bowling  Brothers, 
auctioneers  to  the  Admiralty.  For  more  than  eighteen  years 
he  had  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Town  Council  for  that  period  of  time. 
During  the  year  1894-5  Mr.  Bowling  was  Mayor  of  the 
borough,  and  we  published  his  portrait  in  that  connection  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  24,  1894,  page  758. 
Mr.  Bowling  was  a  widower,  and  leaves  two  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Kerr. — At  Northwood,  Middlesex,  on  November  21,  Mr. 
Robert  Malcolm  Kerr,  who  from  1859  to  1901  was  Judge  in 
the  City  of  London  Court.  Commissioner  Kerr  was  in  his 
72nd  year,  and  died  from  heart-disease. 

Newbery. — On  November  19,  at  Palamcottah,  South 
India,  the  Rev.  Herbert  Edward  Lightfoot  Newbery,  M.A.,  of 
C.M.S.,  dearly-loved  youngest  son  of  Lionel  Newbery,  Dulwich 
Road,  Heme  Hill,  of  cholera.    Aged  28. 

Pilling. — At  Manchester,  on  November  14.  Mr.  William 
Pilling,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  192  Hyde  Road, 
Ardwick. 

Roberts. — AtEllesmere  Port,  on  November  8,  Mr.  Rowland 
Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  40. 

Roberts- Austen. — On  November  22,  at  the  Royal  Mint, 
Sir  William  Chandler  Roberts-Austen,  K.C.B.,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S. 
Aged  59.  This  distinguished  metallurgical  chemist  entered 
the  Royal  School  of  Mines  in  1861  as  Mr.  Chandler  Roberts, 
and  when,  a  few  years  later,  he  became  an  associate  of  the 
school,  he  was  engaged  as  assistant  to  Professor  T.  Graham, 
then  Master  of  the  Mint.  On  the  professor's  death,  Mr. 
Chandler  Roberts  was  in  1870  appointed  assayer  to  the  Mint, 
and  in  1882  became  the  Queen's  Assay-master.  Two  years 
previously  he  had  been  appointed  professor  of  metallurgy  at 
the  Royal  School  of  Mines,  which  post  he  also  held  at  his  death. 
In  1885  he  assumed  the  surname  Austen  by  Royal  licence, 
and  in  1899  was  created  a  K.C.B.  Sir  William  Roberts- 
Austen  had  been  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  since 
1866,  and  had  served  on  the  Council  as  well  as  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent. He  did  a  great  deal  of  metallurgical  research,  the  most 


notable  of  recent  years  being  his  investigations  on  the  inter- 
diffusion  of  metallic  solids. 

Selby. — At  Frodsham,  Cheshire,  on  November  14,  Mr. 
William  Tordiff  Selby,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  26. 

Wilson. — At  9  Richmond  Road,  Headingley,  Leeds,  on 
Wednesday  morning,  November  19,  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  for 
nearly  forty  years  the  trusted  and  much-respected  manager 
of  the  wholesale  department  of  Reynolds  &  Branson 
(Limited),  Leeds.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Lawnswood 
Cemetery,  Leeds,  on  November  21.  Sir.  Wilson  leaves  a 
-widow,  three  grown-up  sons,  and  a  married  daughter.  One 
son  is  High  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Upper  Burmah. 


personalities. 


Bro.  Robert  Harding  Trickey,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Eastbourne,  has  been  installed  W.M.  of  the  Tyrian  Lodge 
(No.  1110)  of  Freemasons. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
November  25,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
Works  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  5  North- 
gate,  Sleaford,  has  been  chosen  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Sleaford  Tradesmen's  Association. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Morrell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  has  passed  the  Final  examination  for  the  licence  in 
dental  surgery  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  England. 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Morgan,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Liverpool,  has  been  appointed  by  the  Church  of  England 
Missionary  Society  to  take  charge  of  the  laboratory  and 
dispensary  at  the  Boys'  Hospital  at  Hang-Chow,  China. 

Mr.  Stanley  Ernest  Carr,  who  has  recently  been 
appointed  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Chemical  Society, 
served  in  the  same  capacity  to  the  Institute  of  Chemistry. 
Mr.  Robert  Steele,  F.S.A.,  retains  his  position  as  Librarian  to 
the  Chemical  Society. 

Lieut.  Arthur  C.  Vallance,  pharmaceutical  chemist 
(Messrs.  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Limited),  of  the  Sherwood 
Foresters,  unveiled,  on  November  9,  a  marble  tablet  which  has 
been  placed  in  Staveley  Parish  Church  in  memory  of  the 
four  local  men  who  lost  their  lives  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Alderman  R.  A.  Robinson,  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  the  spokesman:  of  the 
deputation  which  waited  on  the  Postmaster-General  on 
November  20  to  ask  him  to  withhold  his  consent  to  the 
transference  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  telephone  system,  to  the 
National  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Long  Sutton, 
who  has  been  the  means  of  securing  about  a  thousand  acres 
of  land  as  allotments  for  the  Lincolnshire  labourers,  was  at 
one  time  President  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
of  London.  He  forsook  pharmacy  for  politics,  and  has  on 
several  occasions  tried  to  get  into  Parliament.  Perhaps  he 
may  some  day  pilot  a  Pharmacy  Bill  through  the  Commons. 

Referring  to  the  retirement  of  Major  A.  C.  Preston, 
1st  Tower  Hamlets  Rifles,  mentioned  in  last  week's  issue 
(page  859),  that  gallant  officer  writes  to  say  that  he  has  not 
left  the  Service  altogether  on  account  of  the  new  regulations. 
He  explains  that  his  commanding  officer  is  just  about  to 
retire,  and  he  would  be  second  in  command,  which  practically 
means  that  at  any  moment  he  might  have  to  command.  He 
cannot  afford  the  time  that  he  considers  a  commanding 
officer  should  be  able  to  give  to  his  battalion,  and,  under  the 
new  orders,  the  financial  responsibility  is  a  serious  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Preston  has  had  nearly  twenty-two  years' 
commissioned  service  in  the  Tower  Hamlets  Rifle  Brigade, 
and,  had  the  war  been  over,  he  would  have  retired  last  year. 
This  being  the  end  of  the  Volunteer  year,  he  thought  it  an 
opportune  moment  to  retire,  which  he  does  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  He  received  the  officer's  decoration 
from  the  King  eighteen  months  ago,  and  his  last  parade 
was  to  command  his  battalion  when  the  King  came  to  the 
City  in  October.  All  pharmacists — Volunteers  or  otherwise 
— will  wish  Lieut.-Col.  Alfred  Charles  Preston,  V.D.,  long 
life  and  good  health  in  his  retirement. 
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Zbc  flmXLH,  Convention, 

An  historic  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  retail  chemists  of  Great  Britain, 
who  discuss  price -protection  of  proprietary  articles  and  the  best  methods 
of  securing  the  co=operation  of  proprietors  to  that  end. 


EAKLY  this  year  the  chemists  of  Glasgow  came  to  an 
agreement  amongst  themselves  to  secure  better  prices 
for  proprietary  medicines,  and  their  move  succeeded  so  well 


W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
The  man  who  organisedthe, Convention. 

that  a^trade  association  for  the  district  was  formed,  which 
developed  higher  aspirations.  Amongst  these  was  a  petition 
to  proprietors  and  a  proposal  to  hold  a  meeting  of  retailers, 


R.  A.  Robinson, 
The  man  who  guided  the  Convention. 


wholesalers,  and  manufacturers.  Other  local  associations 
were  addressed  on  the  matter,  and  feeliDg  grew  at  such  a 
rate  that  the  Glasgow  Association  was  glad  of  the  co-opera- 


tion of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  in  a 
scheme  which  had  grown  to  national  importance.  Since  the 
present  winter  session  began  the  matter  has  been  well  dis- 
cussed by  most  local  associations,  who  have  passed  resolu- 
tions, addressed  letters  to  manufacturers,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  convened  by  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association.  That  meeting  has  been  held  in 
London  this  week  under  the  exceptionally  able  presidency 
of  Alderman  R.  A.  Robinson,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  a  member  of  the- 
Pharmaceutical  Council.  Rarely,  if  ever,  in  the  history  of 
the  drug-trade  has  so  representative  a  gathering  been  held 
and  deliberations  been  conducted  so  earnestly  as  was  the 
case  at  this  meeting.  Ic  is  our  purpose  to  report  the  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  in  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel,  High 
Holborn,  London.  The  delegates  met  on  Tuesday  evening 
to  select  from  fifty-two  resolutions  those  which  were 
desirable  to  discuss  within  the  time-limits  of  the  forenoon 
meeting  next  day,  when  they  again  assembled,  and  after 
luncheon  they  conferred  publicly  with  some  thirty  pro- 
prietors. 

The  Wednesday = morning  Session. 

The  meeting  was  convened  at  10.30  A.m.  in  a  banqueting- 
hall  of  the  hotel,  the  delegates  sitting  at  a  horseshoe  table, 
and  there  was  an  overflow  to  rows  of  chairs.  Some  members 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  Council  were  present,  and  the  following  are 
the  Associations  represented  with  the  names  of  the 

Delegates,  as  far  as  Known: — 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Mr.  James  Paterson. 
Barnsley  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — (See  West 

Riding  Federation). 
Blackpool  and  Fylde  Chemists'  Association. — 
Bournemouth  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. — 

Mr.  J.  H.  "Williams. 
Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  A.  Hanson. 
Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  J.  G.  Plumley 

and  G.  T.  Turner 
Cambridge    Pharmaceutical     Association. — Mr.  A.  Sidney 

Campkin. 

Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs. 

R.  Drane  and  A.  Hagon. 
Darwen  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  Ralph  Shorrock. 
Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — (See  "West 

Riding  Federation). 
Dover  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  W.   J.  Barnes  and 

R.  M.  Ewell. 

East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  John  Smith 

and  Edward  Ripley. 
Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. — Messrs. 

C.  T.  Milton,  J.  Hinton  Lake,  "Weston  Aplin,  and  Henry  Gadd. 
i  Forfarshire  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  Jas. 

Russell. 

Glasgow  and  "West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Trade  Associa- 
tion.— Messrs.  J.  "W.  Sutherland  and  James  Cockburn. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion.— Messrs.  "W.  L.  Currie  and  J.  P.  Gilmour. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  H. 
Palmer  and  J.  F.  Roberts. 

Grimsby  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  Herbert 
"W.  Colley. 

Halifax  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — (See  West 
Riding  Federation). 

HUDDERSFIELD    AND    DISTRICT     CHEMISTS'    ASSOCIATION. — (See 

West  Riding  Federation). 
Leamington  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett. 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  F.  W.  Branson  (Leeds) 

and  G.  W.  Worfolk  (Ilkley). 
Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union. — Messrs.  J.  A.  Butler, 

Geo.  Hampton,  W.  T.  Hind,  and  G.  B.  Woolley. 
Lincoln  and  District  Chemists'  Association, — Mr.  J.  T.  Birk- 

beck. 
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Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  T.   F.  Abraham; 

J.  McCaig,  and  J.  J.  Smith. 
London  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  R.  H.  Jones,  F.  E. 

Bustard,  F.  W.  Truman,  H.  Powell,  P.  H.  Burton,  J.  C. 

Pentney. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Messrs.  John  Wild 
and  J.  C.  Kidd. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Birmingham. — Messrs. 

Chas.  Thompson  and  A.  W.  Southall. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — 

Messrs.  G.  F.  Merson  and  C.  Bidley. 
North-East    Lancashire    Chemists'    Association.  —  Messrs. 

A.  Shorrock  (Darwen)  and  J.  Hindle  (Blackburn). 
North    Staffordshire    Chemists'   Association. — Mr.   T.  C. 

Cornwell. 

Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  T.  Wilson. 
Oxford  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  J.  S.  K.  Bui-bank  and 
G.  C.  Druce. 

Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District  Chemists' 
Association.— Messrs.  C.  T.  Weary  and  R.  F.  Roper. 

Preston  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  A. 
Shorrock  (Darwen)  and  J.  Hindle  (Blackburn). 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. — Messrs. 
Percy  Carr  and  Gilbert  Jackson. 

Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. — Mr.  R.  H.  Bell. 

Teesside  Chemists'  Association. — 

Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association. — Messrs.  O.  Rogers, 

R.  A.  Robinson,  L.C.C.,  A.  E.  Hobbs,  and  H.  S.  Pearmund. 
Wakefield  and  District  Chemists'  Association. — (See  West 

Riding  Federation). 
Western  Chemists'  Association  of  London. — Messrs.  J.  W. 

Bowen,  H.  Cracknell,  W.  J.  J.  Philp,  and  F.  A.  Rogers. 
West  Riding  Federation  of  Chemists'  Associations. — Messrs. 

R.  C.  Walshaw  and  A.  Hanson. 
Wigan  Chemists'  Association. — 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association.— Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole. 

We  gave  portraits  of  some  of  these  delegates  last  week, 
and  more  are  printed  with  this  report. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  having  called  the  meeting  to  order,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Sutherland  moved  that  Mr.  Alderman  E.  A.  Robin- 
son take  the  chair.    This  was  acclaimed. 

The  Chairman  thanked  the  meeting,  and  said  he  was 
only  too  anxious  to  do  all  that  he  could  to  further  the  great 
objects  which  the  meeting  had  in  view.  It  was  by  no  means 
a  matter  of  aggression  on  their  part — it  was  merely  a  matter 
of  self-defence,  and  he  could  not  doubt  that  concerted 
action — meeting  together  in  that  way — was  bound  to  do 
good  in  the  interests  of  the  trade  generally.  He  therefore 
took  the  chair  with  great  pleasure.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay  said  that  as  the  newly  elected  President 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  he  was  present  that  morning  for  a  minute  or 
two  to  give  the  delegates  a  hearty  welcome  to  London  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  The  P.A.T.A.,  when  it  was  born  a 
few  years  ago,  was  prophesied  by  many  for  a  very  short  life. 
He  was  happy  to  say  it  had  now  reached  the  respectable  age 
of  seven  years,  and  that  meeting  and  the  one  which  would 
follow  it  in  the  afternoon  afforded  very  strong  proof  of  its 
vigorous  growth.  The  Council  trusted  that  the  work  of  the 
delegates  that  day  would  meet  with  every  success.  He  had 
nothing  further  to  say  at  that  moment  but  to  repeat  that 
the  Council  and  himself  wished  them  very  hearty  success. 
(Applause.) 

Letters  froji  Proprietors. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  read  a  number  of  letters  which  he  had 
received.    The  first  was  as  follows  :  — 

St.  Helens,  25th  November,  1902. 

Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  your  circular  of  the  19th  inst. 
inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  Conference  arranged  for 
Wednesday  next,  and  after  careful  consideration  I  am  sorry  to 
have  to  -ask  the  delegates  to  pardon  my  not  attending,  as  my 
assent  to  the  proposals  which  are  foreshadowed  by  the  resolu- 
tions embodied  in  jour  circular  would  place  me  in  an  impossible 
position,  which  I  will  endeavour  briefly  to  explain. 

Beecham's  pills  being  in  such  demand  are  sold  practically 
everywhere,  by  chemists,  druggists,  stores,  grocers,  co-operative 
societies,  and,  in  fact,  by  anyone  holding  a  patent- medicine  licence. 
These  various  channels  are  satisfied  (or  dissatisfied)  with  a  variety 
of  profits,  and  it  has  been  my  constant  endeavour  during  the  last 
five  years  to  ensure  that  they  all  get  the  best  profit  I  could 
arrange.  The  mutual  agreements  arranged  locally  have  needed 
careful  handling,  but  are  working  smoothly,  and  it  is  only  in  about 
half-a-dozen  towns  that  my  pills  are  now  retailed  below  10|<7. 
These  mutual  agreements  are  the  only  possible  "  protection  "  for 
Beecham's  pills  with  their  cosmopolitan  handlers,  many  of  whom 
distinctly  state  they  will  not  ask'  more  than  10  per  cent,  profit. 


This  leads  me  to  a  delicate  point,  but  to  make  my  position  quite 
clear  I  have  just  had  an  abstract  of  my  home  sales  made  for  the 
last  month  (the  largest  October  sales  recorded),  and  I  find  that 
the  total  ordered  by  customers  who  are  at  all  likely  to  be  iu 
sympathy  with  Chemists'  Associations  throughout  the  British 
Isles  is  only  about  one-half,  thus  showing  the  large  amount  of 
business  now  done  in  Beecham's  pills  by  retailers  not  represented 
at  your  meeting,  and  whose  views  are  so  entirely  different  that 
they  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  existing  arrangements,  and 
many  of  them  would  find  means  to  defeat  any  coercive  scheme. 

I  have  received  several  resolutions  from  various  Chemists' 
Associations,  some  asking  for  15  per  cent.,  some  20  per  cent., 
some  25  per  cent.,  and  some  face -value.  These  resolutions  have 
been  sent  to  various  mauufacturers,  and,  with  all  respect,  I  do 
not  consider  that  I  should  form  one  of  a  group,  as  my  position  is 
different,  owing  to  the  steps  I  have  taken  to  stop  undue  cutting. 
Further,  the  wholesale  price  of  Beecham's  pills  has  been  left  at 
such  a  figure  that  if  any  retailer  charges  face-value  he  gets  over  40 
per  cent.,  at  Is.  about  25  per  cent.,  and  these  prices  are  still  charged 
in  some  places  and  under  certain  conditions.  Most  proprietors, 
when  they  protect  their  goods,  put  up  the  wholesale  price  ;  mine 
being  an  old-established  business  (and  still  a  progressive  one),  I 
know  by  experience  that  any  interference  by  the  raising  of  prices 
creates  a  set-back  in  the  sales.  Again,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  expect 
the  same  profit  on  a  reliable  article  with  a  quick  turnover  as  on 
one  which  is  seldom  asked  for.  I  do  hope  that  the  chemists  will 
realise  that  I  have  studied  them  in  every  way  possible — con- 
sistently, of  course,  with  my  own  interest — and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reiterating  that  the  largest  buyers  in  the  country  have 
no  bi  tfcer  terms  than  the  smallest  direct  customers.  The  sale  of 
Beecham's  pills  in  small  quantities  is  enormous,  and  very  many 
chemist's  have  been  opening  boxes  for  years,  this  handling  giving 
a  margin  of  Is.  5r?.  on  a  box  costing  2s.  If?. 

Substitution. — My  experience  has  been  that  the  amount  of 
profit  obtainable  does  not  affect  substitution.  This  firm  has  had 
to  contend  with  the  substitution  of  recommending  something  else 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  half-century — even  when  face- value 
was  always  obtained — but  did  not  complain.  It  is  only  the  dis- 
honest retailer  I  fall  foul  of,  and  I  regret  having  found  so  many 
who,  when  dealing  in  small  quantities,  notwithstanding  a  profit  of 
nearly  70  per  cent.,  set  themselves  to  carry  out  a  deliberate  system 
of  fraud. 

I  trust  I  have  made  my  position  clear,  and  that  in  doing  so  I 
have  avoided  any  remark  that  can  cause  offence  or  give  rise  to 
controversy.  I  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  beg  that  in  the  Con- 
ference the  delegates  will  leave  me  out  of  the  question,  and  hope 
that  I  have  justified  my  decision  that  they  have  asked  me  to 
occupy  "  an  impossible  position."       Yours  faithfully, 

Thos.  Beecham. 

The  second  letter  was  from  Mr.  C.  Urquhart  Fisher, 
solicitor,  19  and  20  Holborn  Viaduct,  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
had  received  that  morning.    It  was  as  follows  : — 

I  am  instructed  by  a  meeting  of  the  manufacturers  who  have 
been  invited  to  attend  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention  to  write  you  as 
follows :  The  manufacturers  deplore  the  excessive  cutting  of 
prices,  which,  however,  they  have  done  nothing  to  create.  The 
retail  trade  themselves  have  done  the  cutting,  whereas  many  of 
the  manufacturers  have  striven  hard  to  encourage  the  main- 
tenance of  pharmacy  profits.  While  thanking  the  Council  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  for  their  invitation  to  be  present  at  their  Convention,  the 
manufacturers  do  not  think  that  any  useful  purpose  can  be 
served  by  a  promiscuous  joint  discussion  at  the  Conference  such 
as  is  proposed.  The  manufacturers  have  appointed  a  committee 
to  represent  them,  and  this  committee  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
any  practical  proposals  through  me  which  the  Convention  may 
put  forward  in  writing  through  a  responsible  committee  with  a 
view  to  remedying  the  existing  evils. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  observed  that  there  was  no  indication  at 
all  on  whose  behalf  the  letter  was  written,  except  "  a  meeting 
of  the  manufacturers."  He  had  accordingly  sent  the  fol- 
lowing reply  by  hand  that  morning : — 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
written  upon  the  instructions  of  a  meeting  of  the  manufacturers. 
I  will  read  the  letter  at  the  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Convention 
to  be  held  this  morning,  and  I  will  be  obliged  if,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  delegates,  you  would  send  by  bearer  a  list  of  the  manu- 
facturers upon  whose  behalf  you  write. 

The  receipt  of  letters  from  Mr.  Page  Woodcock  and  others 
was  also  announced,  and  they  were  formally  received  and 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Convention.  [In  the  afternoon 
a  reply  from  Mr.  Fisher  was  announced.] 

The  Order  of  Business. 
The  Chairman  then  explained  that  a.  large  number  of 
resolutions  had  been  sent  up  from  various  associations,  and 
on  the  previous  night  the  delegates  tried  to  bring  them  into 
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Some  Convention  Belegates. 


P.  Truman  H.  Powell  K.  H.  Jones  F.  E.  Bustakd 

(London).  (London).  (London).  (London). 


J.  C.  Pentney 
(London). 


H.  Ceacknell 
(London). 


G.  W.  Wokfolk 
(Leeds). 


F.  "W.  Branson 
(Leeds). 


M"  T.  F.  Abraham 
(Liverpool). 


J.  J.  Smith 
(Liverpool). 


C.  Thompson 
(Midland). 


A.  W.  SoUTHALL 

(Midland). 


J.  C^Kidd 
(Manchester). 


John  Wild 
(Manchester  . 


C.  Ridley 
(Newcastle). 


J.[T.  BlRKBECK 

(Lincoln). 
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T.  J.  A.  K.  Burbank  G.  Hampton 

(Oxford).  (Leicester). 


O.  Rogers  H.  S.  Peaemund 

(Tunbridge  Wells).  (Tunbridge  Wells). 


some  kind  of  order.  He  should  submit  to  them  in  due 
course  during  the  morning  the  suggestions  which  the 
committee  made.  He  had  to  ask  them  to  give  a  fair  hearing 
to  everyone,  and  to  adopt  parliamentary  procedure;  they 
were  not  to  impute  motives,  and  they  were  to  treat  all  with 
courtesy.  He  had  had  a  paper  put  into  his  hand  by  one  of 
the  delegates,  who  stated  that  in  his  opinion  at  that  meeting 
principles  only  should  be  discussed  and  personal  experiences 
should  be  omitted.  He  thought  that  that  was  a  very  good 
sentiment,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  observed.  What  he 
had  also  to  ask  them  to  agree  to  was  a  time-limit  for 
speeches.  He  suggested  five  minutes.  On  the  agenda-paper 
the  Secretary  (Mr.  Glyn-Jones)  had  put  the  resolutions 
together,  and  on  pages  1  and  2,  under  the  heading  for 
"  General  Resolutions,"  there  were  twenty-three  sent  up  as 
proposals.  These  generally  were  in  the  terms  of  the  following 


P  Giljiour  H.  Gadd 

(Glasgow).  (Exeter). 


A.  E.  Hobbs  T.  Wilson 

(Tunbridge  Wells).  (Nottingham) 


one  by  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation : — 

As  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  a  vigorous  effort  should  be 
made  to  enlarge  the  P.A.T.A.  list  with  articles  in  regular  sale,  and 
that  the  Conference  called  by  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
•  Chemists'  Association  and  the  P.A.T.A.  is  one  method  amongst 
several  likely  to  help  in  attaining  that  object:  it  is  resolved  that 
two  delegates  be  sent  to  the  Conference,  with  power  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  Association,  and  that  letters  be  sent  to  the  principal 
proprietors  strongly  urging  them  to  be  represented  at  the 
Conference. 

The  committee  on  the  previous  night  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  resolutions  No.  24  and  No.  25  should  not  be  put  before 
the  meeting.  They  were  set  down  respectively  in  the  name 
of  the  East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the 
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Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association  in  the 
following  terms  : — ■ 

24.  That  where  manufacturers  are  unwilling  to  comply  with  a 
courteous  request  to  that  effect,  one  article  at  a  time  should  be 
selected  which  the  retailers  throughout  the  country  would  refuse 
to  stock. 

25.  That  the  time  has  now  come  when  local  associations  should 
select  a  prominent  proprietary,  upon  which  little  or  no  profit  is 
obtainable,  and  refuse  to  stock  it  until  the  manufacturer  guarantees 
an  adequate  profit. 

These  were  withdrawn.  The  Chairman,  continuing,  said 
that  as  regards  the  resolutions  under  the  heading 

Substitution  and  Advertising  Directed  against  it, 

the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  No.  28  would  be  a  con- 
venient resolution  to  bring  before  the  meeting  first.  He 
asked  anyone  who  proposed  to  move  an  amendment  to  send 
it  up  to  the  chair  and  to  give  his  name  and  district  or 
association  which  he  represented.  He  called  upon  the 
representative  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association  to  move 
resolution  No.  28. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  then  formally  moved — 

That  this  meeting  strongly  recommends  proprietors  who  com- 
plain that  retailers  fraudently  pass  off  imitations  of  their  articles 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  remedy  afforded  by  the  law  courts 
against  such  practices,  and  that  in  so  doing  they  would  be  best 
serving  their  own  interests  and  the  interests  of  all  honest  traders. 
That  if  they  take  this  course  they  will  receive  the  co-operation  of 
the  trade  represented  by  this  meeting,  but  that  this  meeting 
emphatically  condemns  the  misuse  of  the  word  "  substitution  "  by 
proprietors  who  appear  desirous  of  combating  legitimate  com- 
petition by  retailers  who  put  up  their  own  proprietary  articles, 
under  the  guise  of  attacking  dishonest  practices. 

Mr.  Truman  (London)  seconded. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  anyone  desired  to  discuss 
the  motion,  and,  receiving  no  answer,  he  put  the  resolution 
to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  declared  to  be  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Jones,  on  behalf  of  the  same  Association,  then  moved, 
and  Mr.  Bustard  seconded — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  when  P.A.T.A.  articles  are 
asked  for  no  attempt  is  made  by  the  retailers  to  induce  the 
customer  to  take  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  said  this  resolution  would  need 
very  strong  commendation  on  their  part.  He  would  put 
this  forward  when  they  met  the  proprietors  of  the  various 
preparations  who  were  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion. They  must  in  every  sense  of  the  word  be  able  to  give 
the  proprietors  a  distinct  promise  that  they  would  not  under 
any  circumstances  whatever  seek  to  substitute  articles  of 
their  own  manufacture  when  proprietary  articles  which  were 
on  the  list  were  asked  for.  If  the  proprietors  were  going  to 
endeavour  to  oblige  them,  they  must  endeavour  in  turn  to 
do  their  best  for  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  should  be  an  article 
of  good  faith  on  their  part  that  if  the  proprietors  placed 
their  articles  on  the  Association  list  they  should  sell  those 
articles  freely,  and  not  attempt  to  pass  of  some  article  of 
their  own  manufacture  instead  of  the  proprietors'  prepara- 
tion. 

Mr.  Roper  (Plymouth)  said  he  could  go  all  the  way  with 
what  Mr.  Barrett  had  said,  but  he  thought  the  question  of 
selling  proprietary  articles  must  be  dependent  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  amount  of  profit  that  was  guaranteed  by  the 
manufacturers.  If  they  were  going  to  take  such  a  margin  as 
was  suggested  by  the  letter  read  that  morning,  he  did  not 
think  the  resolution  would  have  very  warm  recommendation. 

Mr.  Bustard  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  fact 
that  this  was  not  a  resolution  saying  that  they  "  would  not," 
but  that  when  articles  were  asked  for  "  no  attempt  is  made 
by  the  retailer  to  induce  the  customer  to  take  a  substitute." 
That  resolution  was  so  framed  to  combat  the  assertion  by 
some  proprietors  that  it  was  useless  to  place  their  articles  on 
the  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  because,  whether  that  were  done  or  not, 
retailers  put  their  own  goods  first  before  customers.  The 
resolution  affirmed  that  that  was  not  the  fact. 

Mr.  Burton  (London)  agreed  with  Mr.  Bustard's  remarks. 
He  thought  that  Mr.  Roper  had  not  quite  caught  the  correct 
meaning  of  the  resolution,  which  distinctly  stated  that  only 
P.A.T.A.  articles  were  not  to  be  substituted.  Only  P.A.T.A. 
articles  were  guaranteed  to  return  a  minimum  percentage  ; 
some  of  course  more  than  others ;  so  that  he  did  not  think 


there  was  any  cause  for  further  debate  on  this  point.  From 
the  P.A.T.A.  point  of  view,  if  an  article  was  on  the  list  he  did 
not  think  they  ought  to  substitute  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  Roper  asked  to  be  allowed  to  explain  that  his  conten- 
tion was  that  they  were  not  content  to  warmly  commend  in 
future  articles  upon  which  there  was  not  a  proper  margin  of 
profit.  No  preparation  could  be  put  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list 
unless  a  minimum  amount  of  profit  was  guaranteed.  They, 
under  no  circumstances  whatever,  should  place  any  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  their  sale. 

Mr.  Druce  (Oxford)  moved  an  amendment  to  substitute  for 
the  words  "  to  induce  the  customer  to  take  a  substitute  "  the 
words  "  to  discourage  sales."  He  said  he  did  not  like  the 
idea  of  the  word  "  substitute  "  being  there  at  all.  He  thought 
manufacturers  who  came  upon  the  P.A.T.A.  would  recognise 
that  they  as  chemists  had  done  what  they  could  to  encourage 
the  sales  of  their  (the  manufacturers')  articles,  and  not  dis- 
courage them. 

Mr.  John  Smith  (East  Sussex)  seconded  the  amendment. 
When  a  thing  was  put  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  he  thought  the 

[  retailers  took  part  in  a  covenant  along  with  the  manufac- 
turers, and  were  bound  by  the  action  of  the  Council. 
Mr.  Gadd  (Exeter)  approved  of  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Butler  (Leicester)  said  he  was  inclined  to  go  for  the 
amendment.  He  felt  there  was  a  degree  with  regard  to  this 
"  discouragement  " — how  far  were  they  going  to  discourage  ? 
It  seemed  to  them  that  the  word  "  discourage  "  meant  sub- 
stitution, and  to  his  mind  both  were  bad.  If  a  customer 
came  to  him  for  a  proprietary  article,  but  asked  him  whether 
he  could  recommend  it  or  not,  it  was  his  turn  to  recommend 
something  that  he  knew  all  about ;  and  if  a  customer  simply 
asked  for  an  article  and  he  had  it,  he  should  let  the  customer 
have  what  he  wanted.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Bell  (Sunderland)  said  the  last  speaker  spoke  about 
discouraging  the  sale.  The  resolution  was  that  they  should 
not  attempt  to  discourage  the  sale  of  such  an  article,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  did  not  say  that  they  ought  to  encourage  a 

!  sale,  but  simply  supply  the  thing  asked  for. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones  questioned  whether  the  meeting  was  wise 
in  accepting  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  substitution"  which 
was  applied  to  it  by  proprietors,  and  which  the  delegates 

;  themselves  in  Resolution  28  condemned  the  proprietors  for 
using.  The  word  "  substitution  "  did  not  necessarily  mean 
handing  out  a  fraudulent  imitation,  but  if  a  customer  asked 
for  an  article  and  some  other  article  was  introduced  to  that 
customer  openly  and  in  broad  daylight,  that  was  a  form  of 

|  substitution,  and  undoubtedly  that  was  the  sense  in  which 
it  was  used.    They  themselves  rightly  complained  that 

j  certain  advertisers  had  used  the  word  "  substitution "  to 

1  to  cover  legitimate  competition  and  the  rightful  selling  of 
the  chemist's  own  article,  and  now  when  they  had  the  word 
"  substitution  "  in  their  resolution  they  were  taking  the  pro- 
prietors' view  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham  (Liverpool)  said  in  this  matter  they 
must  remember  that  they  were  during  the  afternoon  to  make 
suggestions  and,  as  it  were,  promises  to  the  proprietors.  If 
they  put  forward  this  they  would  be  practically  saying  that 
they  undertook  to  do  that  which  they  well  knew  it  was 
contrary  to  human  nature  that  they  should  do.  If  they 
made  a  preparation  similar  to  the  preparation  advertised, 

j  and  their  customer  (who  knew  them  and  did  not  know  the 

j  maker  of  the  advertised  article)  was  willing,  relying  on  their 
skill,  to  accept  the  preparation  in  preference  to  the  adver- 
tised article,  it  was  only  in  human  nature  that  the  chemist 
should  permit  that  customer  to  do  so.  If  the  meeting 
accepted  the  resolution,  the  proprietors  would  say  they  were 

:  tying  their  hands  in  a  way  that  they  should  not  find  it  in 
their  hearts  to  carry  out.  If  they  could  alter  the  resolution 
in  some  way,  or  leave  it  oat  altogether,  he  thought  it  would 
be  very  much  better.    He  moved  that  it  be  left  out. 

Mr.  Hampton  (Leicester)  seconded.  Mr.  Nicholls  (South 
Hackney)  suggested  that  resolution  No.  28  covered  all  they 
should  intend  to  convey  to  the  manufacturers,  and  it  would 
be  quite  unnecessary  to  put  No.  29  to  the  meeting. 

The  Chairman,  saying  that  he  adopted  House  of  Commons 

;  procedure,  put  Mr.  Abraham's  amendment  to  the  meeting. 
It  was  lost  by  24  to  15. 

Mr.  Pentney  then  moved  as  an  amendment — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conference  the  P.A.T.A.  plans  not 
only  secure  a  profit  to  the  retailer,  but  insure  proprietors  against 
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a  sale  of  another  article  for  their  article  that  bears  a  profit, 
thus  securing  to  them  a  larger  gain  on  the  capital  employed  in 
advertising. 

He  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  had  come  there  for  the 
express  purpose  of  persuading  proprietors  that  it  was  to 
their  advantage  to  put  their  articles  upon  the  P.A.T.A.  The 
previous  night  it  was  stated,  and  he  thought  wisely,  that 
the  only  action  that  would  have  a  very  great  effect  was 
to  boycott  goods.  For  his  own  part  he  questioned  whether 
it  was  legal.  He  thought  that  if  there  was  a  unanimous 
expression  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  chemists  that  when  a 
P.A.T.A.  article  was  asked  for  they'  would  sell  it  certainly 
without  comment,  it  would  have  an  enormous  effect  on  pro- 
prietors. 

There  being  no  seconder  to  this  amendment,  it  dropped. 

Mr.  Druce's  amendment  was  put,  38  voting  for  it  and  a 
few  against.  The  original  motion  as  thus  amended  was 
then  put,  and  became  the  finding  of  the  meeting,  with  one 
dissentient. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  next  group  of  subjects  dealt 
with  the 

Refusal  to  Assist  in  Advertising  Unprofitable 
Proprietaries, 

and  the  committee  on  the  previous  night  thought  that 
No.  36  would  cover  the  ground. 
Mr.  Sutherland  (Glasgow)  moved — 

That  this  meeting  recommends  chemists  to  refrain  from  ex- 
hibiting for  sale  unprotected  and  unprofitable  articles,  or  any 
advertising  matter  connected  with  them,  and  that  they  should 
take  every  legitimate  means  of  discouraging  the  sale  of  such 
articles. 

Mr.  Hampton  (Leicester)  seconded. 

Mr.  Drane  (Cardiff)  said  he  rose  to  represent  his  own 
personal  view,  and  it  was  a  very  unpopular  view.  It  was  an 
absolutely  impracticable  view,  but  it  was  his  view. 
(Laughter.)  In  his  own  case  it  had  not  proved  impracticable. 
He  came  there  representing  one  of  the  local  Associations  with 
the  express  understanding  that  he  should  give  expression  to 
this  view.  He  would  like  to  see  it  adopted  universally  by  the 
trade  to  which  he  belonged.  He  would  like  to  refer  to  first 
principles.  He  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  proprietary 
medicines  at  all.  He  thought  it  was  a  prostitution  of  the 
truth.  He  thought  they  were  paltering  with  falsehood.  He 
thought  they  were  taking  their  share  of  profit  from  a 
thoroughly  immoral  system  of  making  profits.  He  refused 
that  profit  as  far  as  it  was  possible.  Circumstances  had 
compelled  him  to  do  that  which  he  disliked  very  much.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  any  man  present  had  had  a  severer 
struggle  for  success  in  life  than  he.  He  had  been  exceed- 
ingly poor.  He  did  not  .say  he  was  exceedingly  rich  now, 
but  he  was  exceedingly  independent.  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 
They  had  been  taxed  with  being  substitutors.  Well,  he  did 
not  like  to  substitute  himself,  but  he  thought  those  who 
called  them  substitutors  had  just  about  as  much  right  to  do 
so  as  the  wolf  had  to  accuse  the  lamb  of  muddling  the 
waters  in  the  stream  below  him.  (Laughter,  and  "  hear,  hear.") 
The  others  were  substitutors  ;  they  made  the  chemists  their 
substitutes.  He  refused  to  be  such  a  substitute.  (Cheers.) 
He  thought  the  P.A.T.A.,  so  far  as  it  went,  seemed  to  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-chemists  present, 
but  it  did  not  meet  with  his  approbation.  First  of 
all,  he  objected  to  it  on  first  principles.  He  thought  they 
had  no  business  whatever  to  attempt  to  oppose  artificial 
conditions.  He  was  quite  sure  that  when  these  artificial 
conditions  were  imposed,  those  who  considered  themselves 
to  be  injuriously  affected  by  them  would  find  a  way  of 
avoiding  them.  That  was  made  clear  the  previous  day,  and 
that  day  they  had  a  letter  read  in  which  the  writer  said  he 
would  find  a  way  of  "  controverting  "  them  if  anything  like 
threats  were  employed.  He  had  no  disposition  to  deal  with 
threats,  and  he  had  no  personal  feeling.  He  disliked  pro- 
prietary medicines,  and  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
Being  in  the  same  camp  as  those  at  the  meeting,  he  was 
entirely  one  of  them.  He  had  no  sympathies  apart  from  the 
great  body  politic.  He  was  brought  up  under  the  great  evil 
influence,  the  narrowing  abominable  influence  of  the  retail 
chemist.  There  is  nothing  meaner  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
(Cries  of  "  Order.")  St.  Paul  said  he  found  himself  doing 
that  which  he  would  not,  and  that  -which  he  hated  he  did. 


He  (the  speaker)  was  in  the  same  position  as  St.  Paul. 
(Laughter.)  He  did  not  wish  to  convey  the  impression  that 
he  considered  himself  the  apostle  amongst  them,  for  he 
thought  he  was  rather  like  John  the  Baptist  crying  in  the 
wilderness  and  no  one  hearing  him,  but  a  great  many  years 
ago  he  felt  he  was  part  and  parcel  in  a  system  of  delusion 
and  fraud  and  substitution.  That  was  his  feeling  towards 
all  proprietary  medicines.  He  had  no  proprietary  medicines 
of  his  own.  He  had  not  attempted  one,  and  he  had  never 
put  a  lie  on  a  label.  He  would  move  an  amendment, 
which  he  was  quite  sure  they  would  all  condemn— 
(laughter) — and  that  was  from  this  moment  the  first 
principle  of  the  chemist's  inclination  was  to  substitute 
himself  for  the  proprietor  of  patent  or  secret  medicines,  and 
he  would  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  proprietary 
medicines.  He  would  never  use  a  Government  stamp 
Would  anyone  second  that  proposal  ?    (Loud  laughter.) 

There  was  no  seconder,  and  No.  36  was  agreed  to  as 
printed,  Mr.  Drane  dissenting. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  committee  thought  that 
No.  41  would  be  the  best  resolution  to  set  up  for  discussion 
on 

The  Question  of  Face-value. 

Mr.  Sutherland  (Glasgow)  moved  this,  viz.  : — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  manufacturers  of 
proprietary  articles  should  be  recommended  to  fix  the  face-value 
wherever  possible  as  the  minimum  retail  price  of  their  prepara- 
tions. It  is  considered  misleading  and  detrimental  to  the  trade  to 
charge  a  different  retail  price  from  the  one  stated  to  be  the  value 
by  the  manufacturer. 

He  said  there  would  be  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
face-value  on  goods  which  had  been  out  for  a  considerable 
time,  but  when  new  goods  were  introduced  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  whatever.  They  had  experienced  that  in  regard 
to  the  articles  put  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  The  booking  question 
affected  an  absolute  fixed  price.  Some  were  quite  willing  to 
book  articles  at  their  face-value,  but  for  cash-sales  desired 
a  reduction  in  price.  He  thought  the  words  "  wherever 
possible,"  which  he  had  introduced,  met  that  objection. 

Mr.  Jackson  (Sheffield)  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Branson  (Leeds)  said  he  was  in  agreement  with  the 
last  two  speakers,  but  he  thought  the  matter  might  be  put 
in  rather  a  better  way,  and  he  accordingly  moved  as  an 
amendment — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  face-value  should  be 
adhered  to,  with  as  few  exceptions  as  possible,  and  that  when 
deviations  cannot  be  avoided,  the  minimum  selling-price  should 
be  a  remunerative  one ;  also  that  the  ratio  between  the  face-value 
and  the  minimum  price  should  be  as  small  as  possible. 

Mr.  Druoe  (Oxford)  seconded  this,  and  Mr.  Hampton  sup- 
ported. 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport  (London)  said  there  were  a  great 
many  chemists  throughout  the  country  who  objected  to 
having  the  face-value  absolutely  stuck  to,  for  the  reason  that 
they  liked  to  be  allowed  to  give  a  slight  advantage  to  those 
who  pay  spot  cash,  and  he  thought  they  would  find  a  large 
number  of  chemists  would  object  to  No.  41  for  that  very 
reason.  If  they  booked  it,  they  booked  it  at  the  face-value. 
If  they  took  the  money  over  the  counter,  they  liked  to  be 
able  to  give  a  small  advantage,  and  he  thought  it  was 
judicious. 

Mr.  Sutherland  expressed  his  willingness  to  withdraw  his 
resolution,  in  view  of  the  amendment,  but  the  meeting  refused 
leave. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  said  at  the  previous  night's 
meeting  it  was  pointed  out  that  there  should  be  a  price  for 
cash,  and  one  for  booking.  He  thought  Mr.  Branson's 
amendment  entirely  covered  the  desire  then  expressed,  and 
if  they  could  carry  the  amendment  it  would  be  workable. 

Mr.  Colley  (Grimsby)  said  he  was  there  to  oppose  face- 
value  and  to  advocate  a  greater  uniformity  of  prices.  There 
were  almost  as  many  prices  as  patent  medicines.  They  had 
them  in  the  P.A.T.A.  10±d.,  ll±d.,  Is.,  and  Is.  lljd.  His 
Association  wished  him  to  bring  forward  a  suggestion  that, 
wherever  possible,  all  patents  at  l\d.  should  be  sold  for 
cash  at  Id.,  all  patents  at  Is.  lhd.  for  Is.,  and  all  at  Zs.  9d. 
for  2s.  Qd.  When  booked,  they  should  be  booked  at  full 
value. 

Mr.  Charles  Sanger  (London)  said  he  had  been  a  friend 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  from  the  commencement,  and  had  spent 
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large  sums  of  money  and  large  amounts  of  time,  and  unfor- 
tunately had  brought  his  health  down  for  it.  Scott's  pills 
was  the  first  article  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  (Applause.)  The 
face-value  question  was  partly  whether  they  would  be  able 
to  tackle  the  British  public.  Forty  years  ago  the  British 
public  rose  up  and  said,  "We  who  pay  cash  will  have  a 
discount ;  we  will  not  pay  the  same  price  for  our  goods  for 
cash  as  the  man  who  takes  credit  " ;  and  the  result  was  the 
stores.  Were  the  members  of  the  Convention  going  to 
repeat  history,  and  throw  themselves  back  forty  years  1 
The  public  would  not  stand  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  would 
come  a  time  when  the  members  would  have  nothing  else  to 
do,  and  they  would  rouse  up  the  chemist  and  protect  him. 
The  fact  was  they  had  not  enforced  a  face-value  to  the 
public  even  now.  It  would  not  last  long  if  they  could. 
The  public  expected  discount  for  cash,  and  ought  to  have 
it.  The  chemists  themselves  bought  on  that  principle,  and 
why  should  not  the  public  ?    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Weary  (Plymouth)  said  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Colley  were  on  the  list  of  the  suggestions  adopted  by  the 
members  of  the  Plymouth  Association,  which  numbered 
eighty.  The  cash-price  should  be  the  price  minus  the  stamp, 
and  the  booking-price  the  price  plus  the  stamp. 

Mr.  Branson's  amendment  was  put,  and  the  Chairman 
declared  the  ayes  to  have  it ;  but  a  vote  was  taken,  and  there 
were  thirty-one  for  and  seventeen  against.  The  amendment 
thus  became  the  substantive  motion. 

Mr.  Paterson  (Aberdeen)  moved  a  further  amendment : — 

That  this  meeting  do  not  recommend  to  the  manufacturers  of 
proprietary  articles  to  fix  the  f ace- vale  e  as  a  minimum  selling- 
price,  but  instead  should  rather  recommend  them  in  fixing  the 
face-value  to  leave  only  a  reasonable  margin  between  that  and  the 
minimum  selling-price — 3ay,  such  a  percentage  as  represented  by 
.the  value  of  the  stamp. 

That  was  a  motion,  he  said,  which  would  give  those  who 
wished  to  give  a  discount  to  cash  customers  the  means  of 
doing  so,  and  it  would  obviate  having  to  book  at  the  same 
price  as  that  at  which  they  sold  over  the  counter.  These 
two  things  were  fair  business  truths.  He  thought  it  would 
be  more  economical  altogether  to  adopt  the  amendment  he 

Jhad  proposed  than  accept  the  one  which  went  in  practically 

.  for  face-value. 

Mr.  Boper  (Plymouth)  seconded,  and  said  there  was  one 
point  of  which  they  had  lost  sight — viz.,  that  in  a  case  of 
new  makers  coming  on  the  P.A.T.A.  and  putting  their 
articles  at  face-value  they  were  placed  at  a  disadvantage  as 

^compared  with  the  older  makers. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  said  this  was  legislating  for 
only  part  of  them.  Some  of  those  present  were  in  a  position 
to  book  everything.  He  encouraged  booking  wherever  he 
could.  He  was  one  of  those  old-fashioned  men  who  believed 
if  he  had  a  man  on  his  books  for  a  customer  he  would  be 
likely  to  keep  him,  while  the  man  who  paid  cash  might  drop 
in  on  another  chemist  whose  place  of  business  happened  to 
be  more  convenient  to  him.  He  thought  there  should  be  a 
distinction  between  booking  and  cash  prices.  Mr.  Branson's 
resolution  fairly  met  the  difficulty,  but  why  should  they  in 
any  shape  or  form  take  away  from  those  people  who  carried 
on  nothing  but  an  absolutely  booking  trade  1 

Mr.  Paterson's  amendment  was  lost  on  the  show  of  hands, 
and  Mr.  Branson's  proposal  carried. 

The  P.A.T.A.  the  Best  Plan  of  Protecting. 
Mr.  Eidley,  of  Newcastle,  moved — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  P.A.T.A.  method  of 
securing  profits  is  the  best  available  to  the  trade. 

He  thought  it  would  be  wise  if  he  were  to  mention  the 
methods  employed  to  regulate  prices.  With  the  exception 
of  Elliman's  there  were  no  protected  prices  until  the  P.A.T.A. 
came  on  the  scene.  Shortly  after  that  Mr.  Beecham  came 
round  and  several  other  proprietors.  As  local  Secretary  to 
the  P.A.T.A.  he  had  looked  to  see  how  prices  were 
protected,  and  in  several  cases  they  had  not  been  main- 
tained at  the  agreed  rates.  At  the  same  time,  to  give  them 
all  due  credit,  the  manufacturers,  when  told  about  it,  had  put 
it  right,  but  they  would  have  saved  themselves  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  expense  if  they  had  joined  the  P.A.T.A. 
(Hear,  hear,) 

Mr.  Merson  (Newcastle)  seconded. 

Mr,  Hagon  (Cardiff)  said  he  was  greatly  in  favour  of  the 


P.A.T.A.  It  was  the  best  possible  method  of  protecting 
prices,  but  before  they  committed  themselves  entirely  to  the 
resolution  he  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  methods  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  should  be  just,  alike  to  the  large  and  to  the  small 
manufacturer.  He,  in  common  with  all  present,  was  anxious 
to  see  the  P.A.T.A.  as  strong  as  possible.  They  wanted  to 
build  it  up,  and  the  criticism  he  was  about  to  pass  was  not 
destructive  but  constructive.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  conditions 
imposed  on  the  manufacturers  by  the  P.A.T.A.  were  such  as 
made  them  pay  a  subscription  of  51.  5s.  per  annum.  That 
fell  alike  on  the  maker  or  manufacturer  of  one  article  or  of 
many,  and  he  found,  on  looking  at  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Record,  that  sixty-eight  proprietors  of  single  articles  paid 
357Z.  to  protect  the  sixty-eight  articles.  Six  other  pro- 
prietors paid  only  3U.  10s.,  securing  by  that  small  payment 
over  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  articles.  He  contended 
that  each  and  every  article  should  pay. 

The  Chairman  interposed,  pointing  out  that  the  crux  of 
the  whole  matter  was  whether  the  P.A.T.A.  method  of 
securing  profits  was  the  best  available.  The  speaker  was 
going  a  little  wide  of  the  mark. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 
wanted  to  put  before  the  makers  of  preparations  something 
more  tangible  than  they  had  put  forward  that  day  that  the 
P.A.T.A.  was  the  best  Association  to  protect  prices.  They 
were  treated  with  a  great  amount  of  scorn  when  the  Asso- 
ciation was  formed,  some  seven  years  ago,  by  those  who 
ought  to  have  taken  interest  in  an  organisation  of  that  kind. 
The  Association  had  lived.  It  had  gone  on  increasing  in 
power  until  a  time  had  arrived  when  it  had  been  able  to 
collect  such  a  body  of  gentlemen  as  they  had  there  on  that 
occasion.  He  put  before  the  proprietors  of  preparations  the 
one  question  whether  they  had  ever  known  an  association 
which  had  been  able  to  collect  together  such  a  body  of 
chemists  as  they  had  there  that  day.  In  Mr.  Glyn- Jones, 
with  his  method  of  protecting  prices,  they  had  discovered  an 
absolute  genius  in  the  drug-trade.  (Cheers.)  TheP.A.T.A.  was 
the  only  means  which  had  proved  worth  its  salt.  (Hear,  hear.) 
They  had  a  local  secretary  in  every  town.  Not  only  was 
this  local  secretary  a  watch-dog,  but  every  chemist  was  a 
watch-dog  as  well,  to  see  that  the  articles  of  good  faith  were 
carried  out.  They  had  someone  who  could  bring  himself 
immediately  in  touch  with  London,  and  in  five  hours  it  could 
be  found  out  who  sold  the  preparation  to  a  person  who  was 
on  the  black-list  and  had  no  right  to  sell  it.  They  found 
out  sometimes  that  the  article  was  obtained  through  a 
"  cat's-paw,"  and  the  result  was  that  the  man  was  placed  on 
the  black-list,  so  that  he  could  not  obtain  anything.  In  its 
working  the  Association  had  proved  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  not  only  that  it  was  the  only  Association  which  pro- 
tected, but  that  it  was  the  only  Association  in  which  chemists 
believed.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport  observed  that  the  only  quite 
successful  method  of  protection  was  that  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
but  he  thought  that  a  wrong  idea  was  held  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  manufacturers  should  be  approached.  When  he 
was  approached  by  Mr.  Grlyn-Jones  he  thought  it  was  rather 
serious.  Anybody  running  a  business  and  doing  well  was 
chary  of  making  a .  change.  They  did  not  weigh  the 
question  altogether  from  the  point  of  view  whether  it  would 
or  would  not  pay,  but  Mr.  Jones  convinced  him  that  it  was  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  retailer  that  he  should  have  a  protected 
profit.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  he  joined.  The  manu- 
facturers did  not  mind  a  few  pounds,  but  it  was  the 
principle  which  was  at  stake.  "  Who  would  gain  themselves 
must  run  the  show."  What  the  proprietors  wanted  to  see 
was  that  the  great  mass  of  chemists  was  at  the  back  of 
the  movement.  He  was  sorry  they  were  not  able  to  show 
them  that  that  was  so.  It  was  a  splendid  thing  to  be 
able  to  show  such  a  splendid  meeting  as  that 
which  they  were  now  holding.  The  manufacturers 
naturally  said,  "  Is  the  mass  of  the  chemists  work- 
ing for  this  ? "  Their  Association  had  a  small  sub- 
scription— 5s. — but,  notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  the 
amount,  out  of  the  thousands  of  chemists  in  the  country, 
only  some  2,000  or.  3,000  had  joined.  Where  was  the 
wonderful  enthusiasm  throughout  the  trade  for  the  move- 
ment? Could  they  ask  the  manufacturers  to  go  to  the 
enormous  trouble  and  considerable  expense  of  protecting 
their  articles  for  the  benefit  not  of  the  manufacturers,  but 
of  the  chemist  ?    His  firm  and  some  others  went  in  blind- 
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folded,  and  took  their  chance.     Others,  more  cautious, 
running  large  concerns,  had  waited  to  see  how  the  trade 
took  it.    Then  they  came  round  to  those  who  had  joined, 
and  saiil,  "Between  ourselves,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  this 
wanted  by  the  trade  ?    Have  you  found  the  trade  support 
you  in  the  action  you  have  taken?"    He  was  sorry  to  say 
he  had  never  been  able  to  give  an  enthusiastic  answer. 
Those  who  wished  to  protect  their  things  went  to  others  who 
had  been  trying  the  experiment,  and  asked  whether  it  had 
been  a  grand  success.    He  did  not  believe  any  had  been 
able     to     answer     in     the     way     they    would  have 
wished.    There  was  no  doubt  they  had  had  a  consider- 
able number  of  people  who  had  helped  them,  but  nothing 
to  compensate  them  financially  for  their  movement.  That 
being  the  case  was  it  of  any  use  their  talking  about  threats 
and  various  things  ?    Was  it  not  much  better  to  show  the 
proprietors  that  there  was  an  advantage  ?    There  had  been 
a  good  many  proprietors  on  the  Association  for  some  time 
now,  and  they  were  not  able  to  answer  in  the  way  they  would 
wish.    There  was  no  doubt  that  they  were  a  body  of  enthu- 
siasts, and  it  would  take  a  great  deal  to  work  them  out  of 
the  Association,  but   since    they  had  joined   they  had 
often  felt  inclined  to  turn  up  the  whole  affair,  because  they 
found  so  many  retailers  who  had  not  assisted  them.  He 
had  sent  that  answer  to  Glasgow  when  they  wrote  and  asked 
for  a  subscription.    On  principle  he  refused  to  subscribe 
anything,  because  he  had  felt  that  it  was  so  absolutely 
essential  to  have  general  co-operation.    The  organisation 
which  went  ahead  was  not  that  in  which  the  finances  were 
found  by  two  or  three  men,  but  that  in  which  every  man  was 
doing  his  bit,  and  felt  as  independent  as  anyone  else. 
(Applause.)    Those  present  were  probably  the  very  ones  who 
were  doing  their  bit,  and  more  than  that,  but  they  would  have 
great  difficulty  in  getting  the  people  who  managed  wholesale 
affairs  with  enormous  capital  and  earning  enormous  profits  to 
run  the  risk  involved  in  placing  themselves  in  an  association 
where  there  had  been  such  a  terrible  lack  of  enthusiasm  in  a 
large  majority.  As  to  the  miserable  ways  of  those  who  fancied 
themselves  gentlemen  and  attempted  to  get  hold  of  goods 
that  were  protected,  it  never  seemed  to  strike  these  people 
that  they  were  entering  into  a  sort  of  conspiracy  when  they 
got  the  goods  in  an  underhand  way.    It  was  they  who  were 
to  blame  more  than  the  man  whom  they  induced  to  go 
behind  his  word.    It  never  struck  them  as  a  dishonest  action, 
or  they  would  not  do  it.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Pentney  (London)  thanked  Mr.  Davenport  for  his 
splendid  businesslike  speech,  which  went  right  home  to  the 
root  of  the  matter.  He  wished  to  move  a  friendly  amend- 
ment— an  addition  to  No.  45,  after  "trade" — "most  other 
so-called  productions  being  unsatisfactory,  inefficient,  and 
inadequate."  That  was  directed  to  call  attention  to  what 
he  might  call  the  fraud  of  protection. 

Mr.  Rowsell  (Exeter)  seconded,  and  asked  proprietors  to 
realise  the  fact  that  since  the  severe  cutting  came  in 
twenty  years  ago  chemists  held  proprietary  articles  of  their 
own  much  more  largely  than  used  to  be  the  case.  Many  of 
the  old  proprietary  articles  which  were  not  protected  in  "any 
way  had  a  decreasing  and  a  declining  sale. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers  (London)  said  he  had  never  joined  the  , 
P.A.T.A.,  but  after  Mr.  Branson's  proposition  he  could  join 
it,  because  he  objected  to  taking  the  same  price  for  cash  as 
for  booking,  and  the  P.A.T.A.  had  not  hitherto  recognised 
that.  He  felt  he  could  now  join,  and  he  considered  that  its 
plan  was  the  best  method  of  protecting. 

Mr.  Plumley  (Bristol):  Will  Mr.  Rogers  kindly  send  his 
subscription  for  the  last  seven  years  1  (Laughter.) 
Mr.  Rogers  :  Yes,  I  will.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Plumley  (Bristol)  thanked  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  for  the  in- 
stitution he  had  brought  before  them  in  the  shape  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  It  was  the  best  thing  to  unite  the  trade  which 
had  ever  been  done  ;  it  touched  the  spot.  It  was  the  best 
method  of  producing  fair  remuneration  for  fair  and  honest 
work. 

Mr.  Currie  (Glasgow)  supported  the  motion  and  said  that 
when  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  first  came  to  Glasgow  he  was  one  of  his 
strongest  opponents.  He  was  a  little  opposed  to  the  sale  of 
proprietary  articles,  because  he  thought  such  sale  prostituted 
their  calling.  He  thought  they  were  equal  to  the  proprietors 
in  making  up  goods.  Since  then  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  moral  effect  of  every  chemist  in  the 


means  of  securing  adequate  profit  and  a  living  wage  for  every 
chemist  who  joined.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  that  were  done  they 
could  go  to  the  proprietors  with  one  united  front,  and  would 
get  what  they  required.  He  thought  their  institution  was 
excellent,  and  he  was  glad  to  admit  the  error  into  which  he 
fell  seven  years  ago.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Turner  (Bristol)  heartily  supported  the  resolution,  and 
said  he  could  never  understand  why  anyone  could  be  adverse 
to  the  P.A.T.A.  It  had  been  the  kindest  friend  to  the  retail 
chemist,  especially  in  poor  districts  where  they  did  not  see  a 
prescription  from  weeks  end  to  week's  end,  but  sold  many 
proprietaries.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  been  a  heaven-born 
messonger  of  good  to  all  chemists.  He  (the  speaker)  used 
all  the  influence  he  could  locally  for  the  Association.  He 
could  not  understand  a  man  being  so  narrow  and  such  a  fool 
as  not  to  pay  the  5s.  As  to  the  men  who  had  not  joined, 
they  could  only  educate  them  up  to  it,  and  expect  better 
things  of  them.  Mr.  Davenp.n-t  had  been  one  of  the 
principal  friends  of  the  chemist  in  setting  an  example. 
(Applause.)  As  a  retail  and  wholesale  chemist  he  had  taken 
a  manly  stand.  He  (the  speaker)  had  names  of  retail 
chemists  who  had  put  proprietary  articles  on  the  market  in  a 
way  that  was  a  disgrace  to  their  name.  (Cheers,  and  cries  of 
"  Names.")  He  would  not  name  them  :  they  knew  whom  he 
meant.  (Laughter.)  For  2s.  6d.  articles,  retailing  at  2s., 
23s.  a  dozen  had  to  be  paid  and  carriage  from  London.  For 
the  goods  of  a  gentleman  like  Mr.  Davenport,  who  gave  them 
a  legitimate  profit,  he  would  never  give  a  substitute. 
Prominence  should  be  given  to  good  showcards  of  such 
articles.  They  could  not  put  coercive  measures  on  the 
manufacturers,  whom  they  must  meet  on  perfectly  general 
grounds — -audi  alteram  partem.  They  did  not  know  how 
much  it  cost  to  advertise  their  articles.  Then  those  articles 
brought  customers  for  other  things,  and  thus  created  trade. 
If  they  would  give  the  chemist  a  legitimate  profit  they  would 
be  benefactors.  They  must  try  to  get  reciprocity  between 
manufacturer  and  chemist.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped  that 
the  result  of  the  meeting  would  be  to  create  increased  favour 
for  the  P.A.T.A.  articles  and  to  make  the  manufacturers  more 
at  one  with  them.  He  supported  the  P.A.T.A.  with  all  his. 
heart.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Abraham  (Liverpool)  said  that  Mr.  Davenport  seemed 
to  have  been  discouraged  because  so  many  in  the  trade  had 
failed  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  A  great  many  of  our  most 
important  institutions  for  the  benefit  practically  of  the  whole 
community  received  the  support  of  only  a  very  small  section 
of  the  community.  He  referred  to  the  hospitals.  Any  man 
knocked  down  in  the  street  would  expect  to  be  taken  to  the 
hospital,  and  yet  the  hospitals  were  supported  by  only  a, 
section  of  the  community.  It  did  not  do  to  assume  that, 
because  only  2,000  out  of  5,000  chemists  were  actual  members  ., 
of  the  P.A.T.A.,  the  others  were  not  in  sympathy  with 
them.  A  great  many  chemists  were  very  poor,  and  5s.  was  a 
consideration.  There  was  a  still  larger  number  who  were 
like  other  people,  and  who  did  not  believe  in  doing  a  thing 
if  they  had  someone  else  who  would  do  it  for  them. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (Glasgow)  pointed  out  that  the  P.A.T.A. 
system  had  one  unique  advantage  in  that  it  held  the  field. 
It  was  the  only  weapon  ready  to  their  hand,  and  obviously 
its  effectiveness  as  a  weapon  of  precision  would  depend  on 
the  support  extended  to  the  movement  throughout  the 
country.  Mr.  Davenport  struck  the  keynote  when  he  said 
that  they  ought  to  be  thoroughly  organised,  so  that  when 
they  presented  their  case  to  the  manufacturers  they  would 
be  able  to  show  that  they  represented  a  majority  of  the 
chemists  throughout  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Abraham's  argu- 
ment was  somewhat  fallacious.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
they  had  the  moral  support  of  the  majority  of  chemists — 
that  they  were  apathetic,  but  would  stand  in  with  the  rest 
when  convinced  that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  do  so  ;  but  if 
those  present  went  before  any  body  of  practical  business 
men,  they  must  be  able  to  convince  them  by  more  than  a 
statistical  statement  that  they  had  on  their  side  a  majority 
of  the  class  they  purported  to  represent.  The  first  thing  was 
to  organise  thoroughly,  and  in  Scotland  they  had  made  an 
effort  in  that  direction  which,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  had  been 
crowned  with  complete  success.  In  Scotland  to-day  about 
90  per  cent,  of  the  retail  chemists  in  business  had  signified 
their  approval  of  the  system,  and  were  prepared  to  stand  by 
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being  prepared  for  that.  Scotland  was  thoroughly  organised, 
and  the  delegates  from  it  were  entitled  to  say  that  they 
represented  a  large  majority  of  the  retail  chemists  of  Scot- 
land. He  believed  that  the  reason  of  the  success  of  the 
movement  in  Scotland  was  that  it  had  come  at  the  psycho- 
logical moment.  Its  success  had  also  attended  largely  on 
the  effort  of  the  one  or  two  men  connected  with  its  inaugura- 
tion. They  modelled  themselves  to  some  extent  on  the 
American  plan.  In  America,  the  secret  of  the  success  of 
the  tripartite  plan  wherever  it  had  been  in  operation  was 
the  complete  organisation  of  the  chemists  in  the  particular 
districts.  In  some  respects  the  American  plan  was  a  good 
one.  The  P.A.T.A.  was  capable  of  improvement  in  many 
ways,  and  these  would  all  come  in  time.  That  meeting 
would,  he  thought,  ensure  much  larger  and  more  effective 
support  for  their  organisation  in  the  future.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Albert  Cooper  pointed  out  that  they  had  3,000  or  4.000 
members  in  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  that  there  were,  he  should  think, 
not  more  than  3,000  subscribing  retail  members  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  There  were  more  than  3,000  on  the  books. 
(Laughter.)  He  was  anxious  that  Mr.  Abraham's  analogy 
should  not  be  used  by  a  number  of  retail  chemists  who  were 
anxious  to  use  anything  in  extenuation  for  not  joining. 
Before  the  analogy  with  regard  to  the  hospitals  was  perfect, 
everyone  who  walked  the  streets  must  have  been  in  a 
hospital  and  then  refused  to  subscribe.  (Laughter.)  The 
position  was  this — not  that  they  were  asked  to  join  because 
of  something  that  might  be  done  for  them  in  the  future,  but 
because  out  of  the  8,000  chemists  in  business  he  thought 
he  might  say  there  were  8,000  who  had  made  as  much  extra 
in  pounds  in  one  year  as  there  were  shillings  in  the  subscrip- 
tion for  which  they  were  asked.  (Applause.)  He  admitted 
everything  that  Mr.  Davenport  had  said.  To  put  it  on  the 
low  ground  of  common  honesty,  it  was  not  fair  to  pocket 
profits  secured  for  them  by  an  organisation  for  which  others 
find  the  money.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Butler  (Leicester)  said  that  since  proprietary  goods 
had  been  under  P.A.T.A.  protection  his  yearly  profit  on  them 
had  increased  80Z.  to  1001.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Druce  similarly  paid  tribute  to  the  P.A.T.A.  and  ap- 
pealed for  greater  support  of  it. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  moved  as  an  amendment  to  omit  the  words  "  most 
other  so-called  protections  being  unsatisfactory,  insufficient, 
and  inadequate."  This  was,  however,  lost  by  twenty  to 
fourteen  votes. 

Minimum  Profit. 
Mr.  Barrett  moved — 

That  a  minimum  profit  of  25  per  cent.,  calculated  upon  the 
selling-price,  should  be  fixed  by  all  makers  of  proprietary  articles. 

He  said  the  arguments  used  the  previous  night  in  favour  of 
a  25-per-cent.  profit  would  be  in  the  minds  of  all. 

Mr.  Lake  (Exeter)  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  that  the 
whole  cr  ux  of  the  question  was  in  the  matter  of  remunerative 
profit,  and  if  the  matter  were  arranged  by  the  P.A.T.A.  every- 
thing would  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Bustard  (London)  moved  an  amendment,  on  behalf  of 
the  London  Chemists'  Association,  that  "reasonable  profit" 
should  take  the  place  of  25  per  cent.,  and  explained  what 
had  been  done  by  his  Association  (see  page  902).  They,  as 
chemists,  he  added,  had  to  convince  the  manufacturers  that 
they  were  reasonable  men.  Certain  articles  contained  a 
scheduled  poison,  and  therefore  were  only  sold  by  chemists, 
who  had  in  that  way  a  monopoly  of  them.  Consequently  these 
lay  in  a  different  category  from  such  a  thing  as  soap.  Then 
there  was  the  class  of  articles  for  dispensing.  They  had 
there  a  right  to  ask  for  a  higher  profit  than  in  the  case  of  an 
article  the  demand  for  which  has  been  created  by  the  maker 
and  his  advertisements.  Then  there  was  the  question  of 
foods,  which  lay  more  in  the  domain  of  the  grocer  than  that 
of  the  chemist.  Therefore  it  was  not  reasonable  that  they 
should  say  that  they  ought  to  have  the  same  rate  of  profit 
in  every  particular  case.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Druce  (Oxford)  thought  they  should  have  an  elastic 
line.  The  matter,  if  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Council 
of  the  P.A.T.A.,  would  be  in  good  hands.  It  was  impossible 
to  work  with  a  profit  of  from  2J  to  5  per  cent.,  and  manu- 
facturers must  see  that  it  would  be  to  their  advantage  to 
allow  that  a  proper  profit  was  given  to  the  retailers.  The 


adoption  of  such  a  policy  would  be  the  means  of  stopping 
the  sale  of  substitutions.  They  would  do  increased  business, 
and  chemists  would  be  more  prosperous. 

Mr.  Barnes  (Dover)  regretted  that  the  London  Association 
had  seen  fit  to  change  their  views.  He  thought  that  25  per 
cent,  was  not  too  much  to  ask  for  a  living  profit  from  the 
manufacturer.  After  all,  it  was  greatly  to  the  interest  of 
the  wholesaler  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  retailer.  A 
few  years  ago  articles  for  which  they  were  now  charged 
10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  dozen  cost  8s.  and  9s.  He  thought  they 
would  have  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  persuade  some  of  the 
manufacturers  to  take  their  view  of  a  reasonable  profit.  He 
had  put  the  matter  very  plainly,  and  had  been  told  that  if 
the  manufacturer  charged  lis.  Qd.  for  goods  which  retailed 
at  Is.  0^d.,  it  was  a  reasonable  profit. 

Mr.  John  Smith  (St.  Leonards)  said  his  Association  pro- 
posed that  the  rate  of  profit  should  be  not  less  than  20  per 
cent.  In  regard  to  patent  medicines  containing;  poisons, 
he  would  not  take  their  right  to  greater  profit  on  the 
ground  of  monopoly,  but  because  of  the  greater  respon- 
sibility entailed.  The  rate  of  profit  might  safely  be  left  to 
the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.  They  could  not  accept  any 
article  which  did  not  retain  a  reasonable  profit,  and  there- 
fore the  fixing  of  the  rate  absolutely  would  be  rather  a 
tying  of  their  hands. 

Mr.  Shorrock  (Darwen)  supported  the  proposal  for  25  per 
cent.,  and  said  it  was  as  little  as  they  could  possibly  afford 
to  take.  In  the  manufacturing  district  he  came  from  half 
to  three-quarters  of  the  business  consisted  of  patent  medi- 
cines. 

Mr.  Sutherland  (Glasgow)  thought  that  the  profit  should 
be  at  least  20  per  cent.  The  booksellers  had  solved  the 
difficulty  by  intimating  to  the  public  that  the  book  was 
supplied  on  terms  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to 
give  a  discount.  Proprietors  of  medicines  might  intimate 
the  same  with  regard  to  their  goods.  Some  margin  would, 
however,  have  to  be  allowed  for  the  wholesale  factor. 

Mr.  Barrett,  Mr.  Abraham,  and  Mr.  Cornwell  having 
spoken,  the  Chairman  commended  the  amendment,  put  it  to 
the  meeting,  and  declared  that  the  "  Ayes  "  had  it.  It  was 
then  carried  as  a  substantive  motion. 

Luncheon  time  was  now  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  rest 
of  the  proceedings  was  got  through  expeditiously. 

Distinctive  Marks  for  P.A.T.A.  Articles. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones,  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association, 
moved,  and  Mr.  Bustard  seconded — 

That  it  be  a  recommendation  of  this  meeting  to  the  Council  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  that  they  should  register  a  distinctive  trade-mark 
and  label,  and  that  P.A.T.A.  proprietors  be  requested  to  affix  such 
a  label  to  all  their  articles,  in  order  that  retailers  and  their 
assistants  should  know  that  the  article  was  protected,  and  that 
P.A.T.A.  proprietors  be  recommended  to  attach  to  their  original 
packages  a  statement  that  the  article  is  a  P.A.T.A.  article,  and 
giving  the  minimum  retail  prices. 

This  was  agreed  to  without  discussion. 

Co-operative  Societies. 

Mr.  James  Cockburn,  on  behalf  of  the  Glasgow  and  West 
of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  moved — 

That  this  meeting  begs  to  draw  the  attention  of  manufacturers 
to  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  scale  of  prices  for  co-operative 
stores,  so  as  to  prevent  these  establishments  from  selling  their 
goods  to  the  public  at  prices  lower  than  the  manufacturers'  own 
protected  minimum. 

He  submitted  this  with  an  intimation  that  he  would  rather 
not. 

Mr.  Gilmour  seconded. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  strongly  urged  upon  the  meeting 
the  necessity  of  adopting  the  motion,  and  he  was  followed 
on  the  same  lines  by  Mr.  Haydon  and  Mr.  Merson,  the  latter 
suggesting  that  sales  to  co-operative  stores  are  sales  to  con- 
i  sumers,  therefore  should  be  at  retail  prices.  The  Chairman 
|  also  supported  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried  by  forty-one  to 
three. 

Coupon  System  of  Advertising. 
Mr.  Gilmour  (Glasgow)  moved  and  Mr.  Currie  (Glasgow) 
seconded — 

That  this  meeting  expresses  its  disapproval  of  the  method  em- 
ployed by  the  manufacturers  of  certain  proprietaries  in  offering  to 
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supply  direct  to  the  public  articles  at  a  coupon  price,  less  than  half 
the  face-value ;  and  it  strenuously  recommends  that  members  of 
the  trade  should  not  aid  and  abet  this  mode  of  distributing  such 
preparations  either  by  window-displays  or  exhibiting  showcards. 

Carried  unanimously. 

Getting  Support  for  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Barrett  (Leamington)  moved  that  all  local  Chemists' 
Associations  should  get  lists  of  P.A.T.A.  members  in  their 
districts,  and  canvass  those  who  are  not  members.  Mr. 
Hampton  (Leicester)  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

An  Annual  Convention. 

Mr.  Sutherland  (Glasgow)  moved  that  the  Council  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  be  recommended  to  hold  such  a  convention  as  this 
annually.  Mr.  Currie  seconded,  and  the  meeting  unanimously 
agreed. 

Thanks  to  the  Chairman. 
In  most  cordial  terms  Mr.  Plumley  moved,  and  Mr.  Turner 
seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Robinson,  which  was 
carried  with  cheers,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
after  the  conference  with  proprietors. 

The  Luncheon. 

At  1.15  about  150  gentlemen  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
midday  meal  served  by  the  hotel.  Mr.  Robinson  was  in  the 
chair,  being  supported  immediately  on  the  right  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  while  on  the  left  were  Mr. 
James  Russell  and  Mr.  Druce.  A  good  many  manufacturers 
were  present,  as  well  as  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  not 
delegates,  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society)  attended  in  that  capacity,  and  after  the 
luncheon  invited  the  members  to  take  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a 
cigar  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square  in  the  afternoon.  "The 
King  "  having  been  toasted,  Mr.  John  Smith  (of  St.  Leonards) 
proposed  the  health  of  the  Chairman.  He  said  that 
Mr.  Robinson's  exceptional  abilities  in  that  capacity,  his 
manner  of  managing  business,  had  been  a  perfect 
revelation  to  many  of  the  delegates.  It  was  good  for  phar- 
macy that  they  had  such  a  man  amongst  them  to  act  as  an 
administrator,  and  he  confidently  anticipated  that  they  would 
see  Mr.  Robinson  in  higher  spheres  of  action— even  as  the 
pharmaceutical  representative  at  St.  Stephen's.  The  toast 
was  taken  with  musical  honours  ;i  and  Mr.  Robinson,  in  his 
response,  said  he  was  so  pleased  with  pharmacy  that  he  had  no 
desire  for  a  higher  sphere  yet.  He  had  found  in  public  work 
a  relaxation  from  the  cares  of  business,  which  he  cordially 
commended  to  others  in  the  trade.  Mr.  Currie  then  gave  the 
toast  of  Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  health,  speaking  of  his  rare  abilities 
as  an  organiser.  This  also  was  received  with  musical  honours, 
and,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  having  replied,  the  delegates  found  their 
way  downstairs  to  the  meeting  with  the  proprietors. 

The  Afternoon  Session. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  delegates  was  increased  after 
luncheon,  the  prospect  of  meeting  the  proprietors  of  many 
of  the  articles  sold  by  pharmacists  and  coming  to  a  working- 
agreement  being  the  chief  cause.  As  the  delegates  took 
their  places  at  the  tables  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  those  present,  due  to 
the  presence  of  representatives  of  owners  of  proprietary 
articles. 

At  2.40  p.m.  the  Chairman  rang  for  order,' and  began  by 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  meeting.  It  was,  he  said,  a 
friendly  Convention  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  manufacturers 
and  dealers.  Delegates  were  there  from  all  the  chief 
Chemists'  Associations  in  the  kingdom  to  try  and  persuade 
proprietors  that  what  they  are  asked  to  do  in  protecting 
the  price  of  their  goods  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  both 
parties.  Owners  were  not  asked  to  join  any  new  scheme, 
when  he  could  understand  them  hesitating  to  do,  but  to 
join  the  P.A.T.A.,  which  experience  had  shown  to  be  a 
workable  plan  of  protecting  prices.  Delegates  and  manu- 
facturers were  there  to  exchange  views  and  arrive  at  some 
decision  for  the  betterment  of  the  positions  of  both  parties. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  meeting  to  hear  what  was  said 
with  courtesy,  and  to  give  all  a  fair  hearing.  He  did  not 
doubt  but  that  manufacturers  would  see  it  was  an  oppor- 


tunity they  should  not  let  slip  of  endeavouring  to  restore 
the  harmony  in  their  relations  with  retailers,  which  had 
been  jeopardised  of  late.  The  Chairman  then  called  on 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  read  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
morning  meeting,  and  also  some  letters  which  had  been 
addressed  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  first  read  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fisher, 
which  came  before  the  meeting  at  its  previous  sitting.  He 
had  not,  he  said,  received  an  answer  to  the  question  he  had 
asked  of  Mr.  Fisher — Who  are  the  members  of  the  Manu- 
facturers' Association  you  represent  1  Presently,  however, 
a  message  arrived  from  the  mysterious  Mr.  Fisher,  which 
said  he  was  not  able  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  people  he 
represented,  but  the  letter  would  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Association  mentioned.  The  meeting,  it  was 
added,  at  which  the  letter  was  dictated  was  a  large  one,  and 
fully  representative. 

When  the  derisive  laughter  which  met  the  reading  of  this 
communication  had  subsided, 

The  Chairman  said  the  meeting  would  take  the  letter  at 
what  it  was  worth,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  proceeded  to  read 
other  letters.  Mr.  Beecham's  and  Mr.  Page  Woodcock's 
communications  as  previously  placed  before  the  meeting 
were  next  dealt  with,  and  then  a  letter  from  Messrs.  A.  J. 
White  (Limited).  The  last-named  withdrew  the  letter, 
accepting  the  invitation  to  be  present,  "  as  we  are  members 
of  the  Manufacturers'  Association." 

The  resolutions  passed  at  the  morning  meeting  were  read, 
one  from  each  section  of  the  agenda :  (1)  General, 
(2)  Refusal  to  stock  unprofitable  proprietaries,  (3)  Substitu- 
tion and  advertisement  directed  against  it,  (4)  Refusal  to 
assist  in  advertising  unprofitable  proprietaries,  (5)  Face- 
value,  (6)  P.A.T.A.  plan  the  best  method  of  protecting, 
(7)  Rate  of  profit,  (8)  Distinctive  marks  for  P.A.T.A. 
articles,  (9)  Co-operative  societies,  and  (10)  Coupon-system 
of  advertising.  When  the  reading  of  the  resolutions  was 
finished, 

The  Chairman  said  it  would  be  seen  that  the  whole 
subjects  of  the  Convention  were  open  for  expressions  of 
opinion,  and  called  upon  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  to  open  the 
discussion. 

New  Additions  to  the  List. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  greeted  with  cheers,  said  he  was  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  present  at  so  representative  a 
meeting  of  chemists.  He  represented  the  proprietors  of  a 
small  article — one  which  apparently  was  not  worth  the 
consideration  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  just  men- 
tioned— (laughter) — as  his  firm  had  not  received  an  invita- 
tion to  be  at  the  large  and  representative  meeting. 
(Laughter.)  The  resolutions  put  a  different  aspect  on  the 
matter  of  price-protecting  in  regard  to  articles  which 
did  not  admit  of  25  per  cent,  profit  being  ensured. 
He  (the  speaker"!  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the 
London  Chemists'  Association,  when  it  was  decided  that  the 
profit  should  be  according  to  the  nature  of  the  article  and 
the  demand  for  it.  His  firm  made  articles  which  came  under 
both  headings,  and  therefore  called  for  different  treatment. 
Circumstances  made  it  possible  for  the  directors  of  his  firm 
to  do  as  they  pleased  in  regard  to  price-protection  from  the 
commencement  of  next  year,  and  after  what  had  transpired 
he  was  sure  that  his  co-directors  would  be  perfectly  agreed 
to  protect  their  goods  on  the  plan  proposed.  (Hear,  hear.) 
The  protection  of  Wright's  coal-tar  soap  would  have  to  be  on 
quite  different  lines  from  that  on  Wright's  liquor  carbonis 
detergens;  the  latter  not  being  in  such  great  demand  would 
have  a  larger  profit  guaranteed.  The  soap,  he  continued,  did 
not  admit  of  such  a  profit  as  was  spoken  of  as  necessary  at  some 
of  the  local  Associations.  It  admits  of  a  very  small  profit  to 
the  proprietors  now  that  the  prices  of  raw  materials  had  so 
much  increased.  It  was  proposed  to  make  the  maximum  profit 
20  per  cent.,  to  be  divided  amongst  wholesalers  and  retailers 
as  the  committee  of  the  P.A.T.A.  thought  fit.  (Applause.) 
He  would  like  to  add  that  the  proprietors  were  giving  away 
more  profit  than  they  were  keeping  for  themselves,  but  in 
regard  to  both  the  soap  and  the  liquor  carbonis  detergens 
they  were  prepared  to  recognise  protection  of  prices.  It  was 
with  them  as  with  Beecham's — the  chemist  sold  other  coal- 
tar  soaps,  but  he  believed  he  was  right  in  assuming  that 
when  Wright's  soap  was  asked  for  and  bore  a  profit,  it  would 
be  supplied.  (Applause.) 
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Mr.  A.  W.  Ball,  representing  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son 
Co.  (Limited),  was  the  next  speaker.  He  said  when  the 
P.A.T.A.  was  first  organised,  his  firm  had  a  consultation  with 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  but  could  never  settle  the  point  as  to  the 
method  of  distinguishing  between  nostrums  and  pharma- 
ceutical preparations.  The  makers  of  the  latter  class  of 
goods  naturally  did  not  want  to  have  them  confounded  with 
nostrums  ;  it  would  create  misunderstanding  with  the  medical 
men  who  prescribed  them.  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  in  common 
with  other  firms,  accordingly  waited  outside,  and  were 
unwilling  to  join  whilst  firms  making  similar  goods 
remained  outside.  His  firm,  however,  have  had  for 
eight  years  a  private  agreement  with  all  the  people  they 
supplied  direct,  and  would  not  supply  unless  an  agreement 
was  signed.  If  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  could  induce  makers  of 
similar  goods  to  join  the  Association,  Messrs.  Oppenheimer 
would  also  put  their  goods  on  the  list.  His  firm's  goods 
were  put  up  in  suitable  form  for  dispensing,  and  gave  a  fair 
rate  of  profit.  When  palatinoids  or  bi-palatinoids  are  asked 
for  in  the  great  stores,  inquirers  are  referred  to  the  dispensing 
departments  and  supplied  in  the  ordinary  course  of  dispen- 
sing. It  was  the  wish  of  his  firm  that  their  goods  should 
bear  a  dispensing  rate  of  profit.  In  regard  to  cream  of  malt 
steps  had  been  taken,  and  at  great  expense,  to  maintain  the 
retail  price.  Only  the  other  day  a  case  happened  at  Burton- 
on-Trent ;  the  offender  was  promptly  interviewed,  and  it  was 
stated  that  the  price  was  cut  by  accident,  and  a  promise 
obtained  to  maintain  the  price  in  future. 

Mr.  Barrett  wished  to  be  informed  as  to  how  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer  worked  their  scheme — he  had  never  heard  of 
the  existence  of  any  agreement.  The  products  the  firm  made 
were  good,  and  he  sold  a  lot  of  them,  but  that  was  the  first 
he  had  heard  of  anyone  being  bound  down  to  sell  at  certain 
prices.  The  P.A.T.A.  system  was  a  great  improvement  on 
individual  schemes,  as  the  Association  had  a  watch-dog  in 
each  town  to  report  infractions.  As  regards  makers  of 
similar  articles  joining,  were  not  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
such  a  firm  ? 

Mr.  Weary  endorsed  these  remarks,  and  said  his  experience 
was  that  persons  asked  for  palatinoids  over  the  counter  at 
prices  which  were  really  the  wholesale-list  prices.  The 
latter  have  really  become  the  retail  prices  in  the  country. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  advisable  not  to  discuss  matters 
which  were  too  personal.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  ?  They  would  have  less 
trouble  in  carrying  out  protection  of  prices. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Ball  explained  that  his  firm  had  depots  in  each 
large  town,  which  reported  any  breaking  of  the  agreements. 
Information  was  recently  sent  of  a  case  of  cutting  at  Dundee, 
but  at  an  interview  no  difficulty  was  found  in  adjusting  the 
matter.  He  was  quite  willing  to  place  the  scheme  proposed 
bef  ore  his  directors,  who  would  give  it  consideration.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  wished  to  drive  a  nail  home.  Eecently, 
in  sending  a  bill  for  dispensing  palatinoids,  he  (the  speaker) 
was  accused  of  being  a  highway  robber,  and  was  told  his 
charges  were  double  what  they  ought  to  be.  Anyhow,  it 
seemed  to  the  speaker  that  the  plan  at  present  adopted  was 
ineffectual  to  stop  cutting,  and  Messrs.  Oppenheimer  would 
find  it  a  better  system  to  put  their  goods  on  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Walshaw  asked  as  to  the  rate  of  profits  allowed  to  the 
depots,  but 

The  Chairman  thought  Mr.  Ball  had  given  a  very  good 
answer  in  promising  to  bring  the  matter  before  his  directors. 

Mr.  John  Smith  said  the  results  so  far  were  good,  in  that 
two  firms,  good  friends  of  the  retail  chemist,  had  expressed 
themselves  willing  to  adopt  the  P.A.T.A.  terms.  In  regard 
to  the  term  "  substitution,"  which  many  manufacturers  con- 
sidered of  great  importance,  the  word  was  clearly  not  under- 
stood. If  it  meant  fraudulent  substitution,  he  was 
perfectly  sure  that  all  proprietaries  have  full  fair 
play  in  chemists'  shops.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  (the  speaker) 
was  certain  there  was  no  reason  to  complain  of  efforts 
to  supplant  advertised  goods.  If  manufacturers  would 
take  the  delegates  at  their  word — and  they  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  associations  of  chemists  throughout  the  country 
—there  would  be  no  reason  to  complain  of  unfair  treatment 
from  retailers  if  the  articles  were  placed  on  the  P.A.T.A. 
Chemists  had  no  option  but  to  discourage  the  sale  of  articles 
not  on  the  list  which  bore  no  profit. 

Mr.  Barrott  suggested  that,  as  the  matters  referred  to  had 


been  discussed  at  the  morning  meeting,  it  would  be  better 
to  hear  manufacturers'  views,  and  answer  any  objections. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  just  going  to  make  a  similar 
remark  ;  they  were  all  agreed  that  a  reasonable  profit  was 
desirable. 

At  this  stage  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  read  a  list  of  proprietors  or 
their  representatives  who  were  present. 

Messrs.  John  and  C.  R.  Wylde  I  Mr.  J.  A.  Brown  (Congrsv.'s 


(Keating's) 
Blessrs.    Maben    and  Hickey 

(Parke,  Davis  &  Co.) 
Mr.  R.  C.  Wren  (Potter  & 

Clarke) 

Mr.  Beavon  (Ferming'sPowders) 
Mr.  J.  Griffiths  (Price's  Patent 

Candle  Company,  Limited) 
Messrs.  J.  Grossmith  &  Co. 
Mr.  D.  F.  Smith  (J.  Sanger  & 

Son) 
Mr.  S.  W.  Bower 
Representative  of  "  Odol  " 
Mr.  Bailey  (Bailey's  Goutine 

Company) 
Messrs.  W.  Lambert  &  Co. 
Mr.  F.  Capel  Hanbury  (Allen  & 

Hanburys,  Limited) 
Mr.  A.  W.  Ball  (Oppenheimer) 
Mr.  J.  Beddow 

Messrs.  A.  T.  Baxter  and  John 
Philp  (Erasmic  Company) 

Mr.  F.  W.  J.  Goodhue  (Iron  Ox 
Remedy  Company) 

Representative  of  Dent's  gum 


Elixir) 

Mr.  G.  W.  H.  Jewctt  (Giant 

Oxie  Company) 
Mr.  G.  A.  Hayman  (A-  Hayman 

&  Co.) 

Mr.  Martin  Harvey  (Ferroleum 

Company,  Limited) 
Mr.    Edgar    (Edgar's  Lotion, 

Limited) 
Mr.  Garratt 

Mr.  J.  Godbear  (Newton,  Cham- 
bers &  Co.,  Limited) 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hetherington  (Vita; 
Ore  Company,  Limited) 

Mr.  R.  J.  Frost  (Omego  Oil) 

Mr.  C.  Smith  (Woodcock's  Wind 
Pills) 

Mr.  H.  Davenport  (Chloro- 
dyne) 

Mr.  Gerson  (Stuart's  Dyspepsia 
Tablets  and  Grape-nuts) 

Mr.  S.  F.  Goss  (Crown  Per- 
fumery Company) 

Mr.  Hirst  (Leeds) 

Mr.  Clarke  (Paris  Medicine  Co.) 


The  Chairman  said  he  was  glad  to  see  such  a  representa- 
tive list,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  further  opinions. 

Mr.  H.  Davenport  responded,  and  said  the  great  question 
with  some  firms  was  whether  it  would  be  beneficial  or  not  to 
have  a  protected  price.  His  experience  was  in  favour  of 
protection.  Some  firms  had  individual  schemes,  but  he  (the 
speaker)  failed  to  see  how  such  plans  could  succeed  so  well 
as  a  co-operative  scheme.  The  P.A.T.A.  machinery  is  really 
not  perfect,  perhaps,  but  with  the  best  parts  of  individual 
schemes  incorporated,  it  would  be  possible  to  improve  it. 
Chemists  would  have  to  keep  a  clerk  at  work  finding  out 
what  agreements  had  been  entered  into  with  each  article  if 
the  multiplication  of  schemes  continued.  If  all  combined  a 
first-class  scheme  could  be  worked.  The  question  was,  Are 
manufacturers  willing  to  give  that  protection  of  profit  which 
a  chemist  has  a  right  to  expect  ?  If  so,  by  working  together 
the  thing  could  be  better  managed.  In  sportiDg  matters  it 
was  found  necessary  to  club  together  to  bar  out  men  who 
would  not  act  straight.  Now,  if  a  man  did  not  act  square  in 
one  sport  he  was  barred  from  all. 

Mr.  Turner  raised  the  question  of  proportional  discounts. 
A  firm  that  gave  large  discounts  with  larger  quantities  of 
goods  enabled  the  stores  to  cut  out  small  dealers.  He 
suggested  that  the  same  discounts  should  be  given  with  all 
quantities. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  said  it  had  been  the  custom  of  his  firm 
to  grant  the  same  discounts  for  any  quantity  of  Wright's 
coal-tar  soap  of  the  value  of  51.  and  upwards. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Ball  said  Messrs.  Oppenheimer  did  likewise. 

Mr.  Wylde  (Keating's)  agreed  with  a  good  deal  of  what 
Mr.  Beecham  had  said  in  his  letter.  Mr.  Beecham  had 
honestly  tried  to  meet  the  difficulty,  as  he  (the  speaker) 
had.  The  fact  that  Messrs.  Keatings  had  never  raised  the 
price  of  their  goods  placed  them  at  a  disadvantage  with 
the  owners  of  newer  preparations,  as  the  goods  were  sold 
at  lower  retail  prices.  The  first  difficulty  was  that, 
like  Mr.  Beecham,  not  half  his  business  was  done  with 
chemists.  The  speaker  was  a  chemist  himself,  as  were 
his  father,  grandfather,  and  uncle,  and  he  had  a  sympathy 
and  love  for  the  trade,  but  he  felt  that  as  the  bulk  of 
Keatine's  powder  was  sold  by  other  traders  than  chemists  he 
was  unable  to  include  it  in  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  He  was  willing 
to  put  Keating's  lozenges  on,  if  not  the  powder.  (Hear, 
hear  )  Next  there  was  the  question  of  substitution.  If  a 
customer  asks  for  Cockle's  pills  and  is  supplied  with  a  box  so 
like  it  in  appearance  that  he  cannot  tell  the  difference,  that 
was  substitution  for  which  there  was  a  legal  remedy.  When 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  urged  him  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  he  said  that 
if  the  goods  were  put  on  the  protected  list  Keating  s  would 
get  the  o-ood  will  of  the  chemists,  but  what  he  (the  speaker) 


November  29,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


895 


wanted  to  know  was,  would  he  always  get  it,  and 
would  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  make  that  a  plank  in  his 
platform.  The  10-per-c3tit.  profit  was  one  he  could  not 
agree  to,  and  he  was  glad  the  rate  was  to  vary  as  to 
the  popularity.  His  experience  was  that  P.A.T.A.  chemists 
were  the  better  class  of  chemists,  and  from  conversations 
he  had  had  he  found  it  was  a  principle  of  business  with 
chemists  to  hand  a  customer  what  was  asked  for.  A  great 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  views  of  cutters  within  the 
last  few  years.  Some  time  ago,  when  Beechams  sent  people 
to  arrange  prices,  he  got  into  a  fine  row,  which  decided  the 
speaker  to  work  in  a  quiet  way.  Now,  however,  cutters 
wrote  whenever  they  found  other  retailers  selling  at  low 
rates.  He  had  recently  had  a  case  in  which  a  large  firm 
said  rivals  were  selling  Keating's  lozenges  at  9|A,  and  unless 
the  offenders  were  brought  to  book  in  seven  days  the  firm 
would  meet  the  competition.  Messrs.  Keating  received  a 
reply,  on  writing  to  the  offenders,  that  they  could  not  go  on 
altering  their  prices  to  suit  their  rivals.  "  Well,"  said  the 
speaker,  "I  got  tired  of  this,  and  wrote  for  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  to  come  and  see  me."  "  Now,"  he  continued,  "  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  is  an  awful  man.  (Laughter.)  He  worried 
me  and  met  all  my  objections."  The  result  of  the 
interview  was  that  Mr.  Wylde  prepared  a  scale  of  prices  and 
laid  it  before  the  Association,  but  had  not  received  an 
answer.  He  proposed  to  make  the  minimum  wholesale  price 
of  the  lozenges  and  bonbons  to  the  retailer  10s.  a  dozen, 
9s.  6d.  if  2?.  worth  was  taken,  and  9.,.  3d.  when  of  51.  value. 
If  some  Keating's  powder  were  ordered  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  order,  he  proposed  to  supply  it  to  make  up  a  21.  or  51.  lot. 
The  time  was  coming  on  when  the  Association,  if  conducted 
with  skill,  as  it  had  been  in  the  past,  would  get  an  increasing 
number  of  preparations  on  the  list,  and  be  in  a  stronger 
position. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  referring  to  Mr.  Beecham's  remark  that 
half  of  his  goods  are  sold  by  those  who  are  not  chemists, 
said  that  grocers  to-day  are  as  keen  as  druggists  to  get 
assured  profits,  and  if  anyone  cared  to  address  local  grocers' 
associations  upon  the  matter,  or  refer  to  the  grocers'  journals, 
they  would  get  ample  evidence  of  that.  The  day  was  past 
when  chemists'  proprietary  articles  were  offered  at  cut-rates 
as  a  catspaw.  Others  played  at  that  game,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  be  got  out  of  it.  The  day  of  cutting  as  a  draw 
was  gone.  (Hear,  hear.)  Referring  to  the  Keating's 
lozenges  proposal,  he  said  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Council  the  day  before,  and  was  deferred  to  consider  a  point 
in  regard  to  the-wholesale  terms.  They  were  jealous  to  pre- 
serve the  interests  of  wholesalers,  without  whose  loyal 
support  the  success  of  the  P.A.T.A.  would  not  have  been 
what  it  is.  No  private  scheme  of  price-protection  was 
possible  without  the  good  will  of  the  wholesale  trade.  The 
Council  had  suggested  a  further  conference  with  Mr.  Wylde, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  matter  would  be  adjusted. 

Mr.  Gerson,  as  the  youngest  member  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
spoke  of  the  success  which  had  attended  putting  Stuart's 
dyspepsia-tablets  on  the  protected  list.  In  twenty-five 
years'  experience  he  had  not  found  a  more  upright  body  of 
men  than  the  chemists  of  Great  Britain.  As  the  handler  of  a 
grocer's  article — grape-nuts — he  confirmed  the  statement  that 
grocers  are  as  keen  as  chemists  to  keep  up  prices.  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Beecham's  letter,  he  remarked  that  Mr. 
Beecham  may  have  done  well,  but  his  (the  speaker's) 
experience  was  that  all  methods  of  protection  were  bound 
to  fail  unless  such  an  organisation  as  the  P.A.T.A.  was  at  the 
back  of  them.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Campkin  said  he  had  not  arrived  from  Manchester  in 
time  for  the  morning  meeting.  In  regard  to  what  they  had 
been  told  of  the  large  amounts  bought  by  big  firms  on  best 
terms  and  sold  at  cost,  manufacturers  would  find  their  best 
interests  would  be  served  by  using  the  wholesale  houses, 
who  were  the  legitimate  distributors.  Cutting  as  an  adver- 
tising-device still  exists,  and  the  sole  idea  of  some  firms  in 
stocking  proprietary  articles  is  to  sell  something  else.  No 
retailer  has  any  desire  to  substitute.  If  he  has  anything  of 
a  business  he  has  not  time  to  argue  with  each  customer  for 
a  proprietary  article.  Manufacturers  who  join  the  P.A.T.A. 
will  find  their  sales  go  up. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Southall  said  that  although  present  as  a  delegate 
he  had  been  reminded  that  Southall's  sanitary  towels  were 
not  protected  in  price.  He  had  not  looked  upon  it  as  neces- 
sary, seeing  that  the  towels  were  largely  sold  through  drapers  1 


He  would  be  glad,  however,  to  consider  the  mattei-,  and 
would  lay  it  before  his  co-directors  for  careful  consideration. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Bailey  (Bailey's  Goutine)  said  if  chemists  were  only 
true  to  the  resolutions  and  themselves  the  greatest  benefit 
would  result.  No  manufacturer  can  make  any  arrangement 
so  effective  as  that  of  the  P.A.T.A.  His  experience  was  that 
chemists  always  give  P.A.T.A.  goods  the  preference.  There 
were  black  sheep,  it  was  true,  occasionally,  but  all  that  had 
to  be  done  was  to  write  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  and  the  offender 
entered  into  an  honest  agreement  not  to  cut  again.  The 
P.A.T.A.  scheme  was  less  expensive  in  the  working  than 
individual  plans. 

Mr.  Hetherington  (Vitas  Ore)  said  the  price  of  his  article 
had  been  protected  from  its  introduction.  A  margin  of 
50  per  cent,  was  ensured  at  the  face-value.  Agents  were 
appointed  in  each  town ;  the  wholesale  houses  were  not  used 
for  distributing  purposes.  When  the  P.A.T.A.  was  founded 
it  was  not  so  strong  as  to-day,  but  his  firm  recognised  that 
the  retail  trade  was  bound  up  with  themselves. 

Mr.  Abraham  said  it  had  been  stated  in  two  cases  that  only 
half  the  sales  of  certain  proprietary  articles  were  done 
through  chemists.  This  was  very  remarkable  and  en- 
couraging. Manufacturers  should  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  sales  if  the  goods  had  been  sold  under  altered 
conditions. 

Mr.  Pentney  also  said  that  if  Beecham's  pills  had  been  on 
the  P.A.T.A.  list  they  would  have  been  more  sold  by  chemists. 
The  latter  are  now  compelled  from  lack  of  profit  to  sell  other 
pills. 

Mr.  Reuter  said  his  policy  had  always  been  to  protect  the 
prices  of  his  goods  by  a  private  arrangement  with  customers. 
It  was  not,  however,  possible  to  come  into  contact  with  every 
retailer,  so  that  there  were  many  unaware  of  the  existence  of 
the  price-protecting  scheme.  He  had  now  decided  to  put  his 
goods — 4,711  eau  de  Cologne  and  Rhine  violets — on  the  P.A.T.A. 
list.  (Loud  applause.)  The  speaker  added  that  he  had  always 
supplied  the  retailer  at  his  best  terms  for  51.  worth,  but  the 
wholesaler  could  still  get  an  advantage  by  buying  bond 
parcels.  There  would  be  no  alteration  in  the  price  of  his 
goods  except  a  slight  one  in  the  minimum  price  of  the  eau 
de  Cologne. 

Mr.  Hirst  (Leeds)  said  at  the  inauguration  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
much  fear  was  expressed  at  the  big  cutter  ;  his  firm,  however, 
had  never  had  any  cause  to  regret  having  joined  the  Associa- 
tion. (Applause.)  On  joining  the  P.A.T.A.  he  ceased  to 
supply  the  biggest  cutter,  but  found  no  decrease  in  his  sales, 
and  when,  after  a  sort  of  conciliation,  he  again  supplied  the 
firm  alluded  to  he  did  not  find  any  increase.  Proprietors 
need  not  have  the  slightest  fear  that  their  sales  would  drop 
off,  as  if  the  public  could  not  get  what  they  wanted  at  one 
shop  they  went  to  another.  Opening  a  newspaper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  Mr.  Hirst  said  it  was  a  sign  of  the  times 
when  a  firm  of  "  cash  chemists  "  devoted  their  advertising 
space  to  pictures  and  portmanteaus,  and  made  no  mention 
of  their  chemists'  business  beyond  the  title. 

Mr.  Barrett  added  that  Mr.  Hirst's  point  was  an 
important  one,  because  owners  of  proprietaries  seemed 
to  expect  a  decrease  in  their  sales  on  joining  the 
P.A.T.A.  If  it  were  not  for  big  stores  there  would 
be  no  substitution.  (Hear,  hear.)  Was  it  not  the  prac- 
tice of  cutters  to  pay  their  assistants  5  per  cent,  on 
the  sale  of  substitutes  1  Yes ;  and  if  an  assistant  did  not  sell 
enough  substituted  articles  he  was  sent  off.  Is  there  a 
chemist  in  the  kingdom  who  adopts  such  a  practice  1  ("  No, 
no.") 

Mr.  Roper  said  as  Messrs.  Grossmith's  representative  was 
present,  perhaps  he  would  say  a  few  words.  His  (the 
speaker's)  experience  was  that  at  Christmas  time  Grossmith's 
goods  were  cut  by  drapers  at  prices  below  the  wholesale  price. 

Messrs.  Grossmith's  representative  said  his  firm  had  a 
private  arrangement,  and  everybody  adhered  to  it.  (Voices  : 
"  It's  no  use  ;  join  the  P.A.T.A.'')  Nobody  signs  an  agreement, 
but  all  adhere  to  it.  (Laughter.)  The  speaker  then  seemed 
to  be  answering  objections  of  delegates  near  him,  when  the 
Chairman  asked  him  to  address  the  chair.  The  speaker 
complained  that  he  had  made  his  remarks,  but  they  had  been 
received  with  derision. 

The  Chairman  :  If  you  will  please  address  the  chair  I  will 
see  that  you  receive  no  derision. 

Messrs.  Grossmith's  representative  then  read  a  circular 
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which  his  firni  sent  out  in  1895,  asking  their  customers  not 
to  supply  goods  except  at  certain  prices,  and,  added  the 
speaker,  "  since  then  our  perfumes  have  been  sold  at  these 
prices  with  very  few  exceptions."  His  firm,  he  added,  had 
never  been  approached  by  the  P.A.T.A.  people.  He  came  to 
the  meeting  with  the  idea  of  learning  about  the  scheme  and 
laying  it  before  his  firm. 

Mr.  Colley  asked  if  the  representative  of  Fenning's 
powders  was  present.  The  powders  were,  in  his  opinion,  the 
best  selling  proprietary  article,  but  bore  the  least  profit. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  that  Messrs.  Fenning's  represen- 
tative had  left  the  meeting. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  any  more  proprietors  wished  to 
speak,  and,  receiving  no  response,  proceeded  to  sum  up.  The 
makers  of  proprietaries  could  not  but  feel  the  benefit  of 
having  the  views  of  chemists  placed  before  them,  and  would 
now  see  that  chemists  were  determined  to  have  some  profit 
on  the  goods  they  sold.  The  P.A.T.A.  had  lived  through  its 
worst  years,  and  he  hoped  that  every  manufacturer  would 
give  the  scheme  his  consideration.  In  regard  to  Mr. 
Beecham's  point  that  half  his  sales  were  not  made  through 
chemists,  that  gentleman  makes  a  great  mistake  if  he 
imagines  that  the  other  50  per  cent,  do  not  want  a  profit. 
(Hear,  hear.)  A  profit  every  shopkeeper  must  have  if  he 
pays  rent  and  rates  and  meets  his  expenses.  If  the  meeting 
but  brings  home  the  need  for  a  living  profit  it  would  not 
have  done  a  bad  day's  business.  The  resolutions  would  be 
sent  to  all  manufacturers,  and,  whatever  the  outcome  was, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  meeting  was  one  of  the  most 
important  ever  held  in  the  drug-trade.  The  matters  under 
discussion  had  been  considered  by  representative  men,  and 
he  hoped  the  result  would  be  more  adherents  to  the  scheme 
than  ever  before.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  opinions  expressed 
by  the  representatives  of  wholesale  houses,  and  thanked 
them  for  their  courtesy  in  being  present. 

This  ended  the  public  meeting. 

The  Concluding  Meeting. 

.  Immediately  after  the  proprietors  had  retired,  Mr.  Kobinson 
again  convened  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  what  was  to  be  done  in  regard  to 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Urquhart  Fisher,  and  the  Chairman 
instructed  him  to  ask  Mr.  Fisher  who  the  manufacturers 
are,  then  write  to  them,  conveying  the  resolutions  of  the 
Convention. 

It  was  agreed  to  send  copies  of  the  resolutions  to  all  local 
associations  and  all  proprietors  of  non-protected  articles. 
Also  that  the  P.A.T.A.  Council  should  collate  the  replies, 
and  take  further  action. 

Mr.  Turner  (Bristol)  gave  a  hearty  invitation  to  all  present 
to  visit  Bristol  for  the  B.P.C.  meeting  in  the  last  week  of  July, 
1903.  He  said  the  local  chemists  would  give  them  a  good 
time,  and  it  was  proposed  to  reserve  the  whole  of  the  Friday 
after  the  Conference  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  trade 
questions,  which  he  considered  of  equal  importance  to 
scientific  subjects.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Gadd  cordially  supported  Mr.  Turner's  invitation. 

The  Chairman  then  said,"  This  Convention  stands  adjourned 
until  the  next  meeting." 

The  gathering  broke  up  at  4.35  p.m. 


Council  =  meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.  was  held  at  the 
office  of  the  Association  on  November  25.  There  were  present 
Messrs.  Beetham,  Edgar,  J.  E.  Garratt,  Godbear  (Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.),  G.  B.  Barclay,  Woodgate  (W.  Edwards  & 
Son),  Henry  Gadd,  Hirst  (Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Limited), 
Tebbutt  (W.  Sutton  &  Co.),  W.  K.  Barnes,  C.  J.  G.  Bunker, 
H.  W.  Colley,  A.  Cooper,  F.C.S.,  T.  Nicholls,  S.  N.  Pickard, 
G.  P.  Pond,  P.  F.  Kowsell,  and  J.  W.  Sutherland. 

The  retiring  President,  Mr.  Albert  Cooper,  took  the  chair, 
and  welcomed,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  new  members, 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Beetham,  J.  W.  Sutherland,  H.  W. 
Colley,  G.  P.  Pond,  and  J.  Smith.  Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay  was 
elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  then  took  the 
chair.  The  following  gentlemen  were  subsequently  elected 
Vice-Presidents :  Mr.  Percy  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Henry  Gadd,  and 
Mr.  A.  Cooper.  Mr.  Albert  Tebbutt  was  elected  Treasurer  in 
place  of  Mr.  Barclay.    Messrs.  F.  W.  Powell,  E.  P.  Sanger, 


L.  Newbery,  H.  Sanger,  W.  R.  Barnes,  and  C.  J.  G.  Bunker 
were  elected  to  act  with  the  officers  as  an  executive  com- 
mittee. The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  gave 
an  account  of  the  recent  work  done,  was  considered  and 
adopted. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  following  elections  in  response 
to  the  voting-papers  sent  out : — - 


Manufacturers. 


Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited) 
M.  Beetham  &  Son 
Daisy  (Limited) 
Edgar's  Lotion  (Limited) 
J.  E.  Garratt 

John  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited) 


W.  Lambert  &  Co. 
Newton     Chambers  & 

(Limited) 
Thos.  Powell  (Limited) 
Sanitas  Company  (Limited) 


Co. 


Wholesalers. 


Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited) 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 
Butler  &  Crispe 
W.  Edwards  &  Son 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co. 


Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  (Limited) 
May,  Roberts  &  Co. 
F.  Newbery  &  Sons 
John  Sanger  &  Sons 
W.  Sutton  &  Co. 


Setailers. 
W.  R.  Barnes         |   H.  W.  Colley 


C.  J.  G.  Bunker 
Albert  Cooper 
T.  Nicholls 
G.  P.  Pond 


S.  N.  Pickard 
P.  F.  Rowsell 
J.  Smith 
J.  W.  Sutherland 


Several  applications  from  manufacturers  to  add  articles  to 
the  protected  list  were  deferred  until  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Convention. 


This  is  a  Conventional  Fowl,  to  which  our  readers  may 
fit  an  appropriate  quotation  from  the  foregoing  report.  We 
take  the  sketch  to  mean  that  the  views  of  the  trade  are 
now  converted  from  a  crude  into  an  assimilable  condition. 


IRecent  mills. 


Cull.— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Cull,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  the  Pharmacy,  Hounslow  Heath  (formerly  of 
105  London  Wall,  E.C.),  who  died  on  May  17,  has  been 
proved  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Parker  Hogbin,  3  Montague  Road,  Hounslow,  the  surviving 
executor,  by  whom  the  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued 
at  2942.  14s.'  5d. 

King.— The  will  (with  one  codicil)  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Howes  King,  chemist  and  druggist,  Amersham,  Bucks,  who 
died  on  March  25,  aged  70,  was  proved  on  April  28,  at  the 
Principal  Probate  Registry.  He  appointed  as  executors, 
Mrs  Mary  Ann  King,  of  Amersham,  his  widow,  relict  of  the 
deceased,  and  Mr.  John  Henry  Ashwell,  of  Penn.  The  gross 
value  of  the  estate  amounted  to  1,7222.  8s.  4d.  and  the  net 
personalty  1,3092.  0s.  5d. 
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©bservattons  ant>  IReflectlons. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Defence  of  Botany 

before  the  North  British  Branch  by 
Professor  Bowers,  supported  by  Professor  Balfour,  was 
courageous,  and  in  some  degree  ingenious.  It  consisted  in 
expanding  the  meaning  of  the  term  so  as  to  make  it  cover 
agriculture,  brewing,  forestry,  biology,  bacteriology,  the 
rubber-industry,  and  any  and  all  of  the  arts  which  have 
anything  to  do  with  vegetable  products.  Botany  is  no  longer 
a  mere  pile  of  nomenclature ;  it  is  a  science  on  which  depend 
the  prosperity  and  sustenance  of  everybody  on  earth.  So 
now,  you  despisers  of  the  science,  you  who  regard  the 
botanist  as  a  mild  and  harmless  visionary,  now  its  vast 
importance  to  you  is  expounded,  do  you  not  now  perceive  how 
urgent  it  is  that  the  British  Government  should  forthwith 
endow  a  lot  of  professorships  so  that  this  great  Empire  on 
which  the  sun  never  sets  may  hold  its  own  with  Austria, 
America,  and  Germany  1  That,  in  brief,  is  a  not  unfair 
abstract  of  Professor's  Bowers 's  argument.  As  to  the  neces- 
sity of 

Botany  for  the  Pharmacist, 

the  Professor  took  that  for 
granted.  Are  not  drugs  mostly  vegetable  1  And  if  that  does 
not  settle  the  claim,  does  not  botany  figure  prominently 
in  the  proposed  curriculum  for  a  pharmacy  degree  in  the 
Scotch  Universities?  Its  importance  is  established  from 
your  own  documents.  The  Professor  omitted  to  tell  us  how 
often  "  a  sound  knowledge  of  botany  "  is  required  by  chemists 
when  they  advertise  for  assistants.  Familiarity  with  photo- 
graphy is  demanded  as  a  qualification  in  half  the  pharmacies 
in  this  country  ;  botany  has  not  been  wanted  in  one  of  them 
since  the  modern  chemist  and  druggist  developed  from  the 
old  herbalist.  Yet  it  will  take  all  the  century  before  our 
examiners  and  curriculumists  will  have  the  courage  to 
substitute  the  one  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Rymer  Young 

brings  us  back  from  the  University  to  the 
shop.  His  address  to  the  Bradford  Association  was  as  fresh, 
cheerful,  and  readable  as  his  utterances  always  have  been. 
But  it  can  hardly  be  recommended  to  ingenious  youth  as  a 
safe  guide  in  pharmaceutical  politics.  Mr.  Young  says  he 
has  inscribed  "Pharmacy  for  the  Pharmacist  "  on  his  banner. 
If  that  means  anything,  it  means  that  he  advocates  a 
statute  which  would  give  to  pharmacists  a  monopoly  in  the 
sale  of  all  medicines;  such  a  measure,  in  fact,  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  three  years  ago  asked  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  incorporate  into  a  Bill.  This  object,  he  sees,  is 
not  to  be  attained  without  some  trouble,  "  but  with  patience, 
self-reliance,  perseverance,  and  a  little  confidence  in  your 
adopted  leaders,  you  may  be  fairly  sure  of  realising  at 
last  .  .  .  the  triumph  of  principle."  That  is  the  peroration. 
It  is  a  trifle  vague,  but  the  only  reasonable  construction  of 
the  language  is  that  the  words  on  Mr.  Young's  banner  are 
realisable.  And  yet  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  speech  that 
gentleman  had  declaied  that  he  did  not  come  to  Bradford 
in  the  character  of  Delusive  Hope  to  whisper  flattering  tales 
into  his  audience's  ears. 

Delusive  Hope, 

it  is  to  be  feared,  has  suggested  the  possibility 
of  getting  the  House  of  Lords'  interpretation  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  reversed  by  means  of  an  injunction  in 
Chancery.  And  I  am  sorry  to  note  that  Mr.  Kymer  Young 
encourages  this  dream.  He  quotes  from  a  recent  judgment  by 


Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  who  intimated  that  there  were  cases  in 
which  a  remedy  by  injunction  might  be  secured  even  though 
a  statute  might  be  in  existence  providing  for  the  same 
grievance  a  remedy  by  penalties.  Of  course  "  concurrent 
jurisdiction  "  is  a  well-known  power  in  equity.  But  modern 
Equity  Courts  apparently  exist  only  in  the  sacred  cause  of 
the  protection  of  property.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  the 
Chancery  Judges  engaged  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts.  It  might,  of  course,  be  urged  that  the  title 
"  chemist  and  druggist "  is  a  piece  of  property,  but  I  fancy 
that  plea  would  hardly  square  with  the  preamble  of  the  Act 
which,  as  it  wrere,  accidentally  created  that  property.  Even 
if  such  an  action  as  is  suggested  could  be  legitimately  heard 
in  a  court  of  equity,  it  is  as  certain  as  anything  in  law  can 
be  that  no  judge  would  listen  to  it  five  minutes  after  he 
realised  that  the  purpose  was  to  get  round  a  carefully 
considered  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Courts  of  Equity 

are  traced  to  the  days  of  the  Plantagenet 
kings.  Those  pugnacious  monarchs  were  almost  always 
engaged  in  wars  with  the  French,  the  Scotch,  the  Welsh,  or 
with  their  own  relations.  If  they  were  not  actually  fighting, 
they  were  preparing  to  do  so,  or  else  getting  over  their 
injuries.  Statute  laws  were  not  by  any  means  as  complete 
then  as  they  are  now,  and  the  only  way  of  getting  justice 
was  in  the  majority  of  cases  by  a  petition  to  the  King.  That 
personage  was  naturally  too  busy  to  attend  to  it,  and  he 
handed  it  over  to  his  Chancellor.  The  development  of 
Chancery  Courts  followed  in  the  course  of  the  centuries.  By 
the  time  of  Lord  Bacon  the  functions  of  Courts  of  Equity 
could  be  defined  as  "a  power  to  modify  the  strictness 
(ricjoreni)  of  the  law  as  well  as  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of 
the  law."  That  definition  looks  promising  from  the  phar- 
maceutical point  of  view.  So  does  the  first  maxim  of 
equity :  "  Equity  will  not  by  reason  of  a  merely  technical 
defect  suffer  a  wrong  to  be  without  a  remedy."  But  later 
comes  Maxim  7,  "  Delay  defeats  Equity,"  which  knocks  on 
the  head  any  hope  based  on  Maxim  1.  In  any  case,  Courts  of 
Equity  are  now  so  bound  by  their  antecedents  that  tlure 
would  be  no  sort  of  chance  for  an  action  in  them  unless  some 
very  exact  precedent  could  be  shown. 

Official  Standards  for  Drugs 

are  advocated  by  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  in  the  valuable  letter  published  over  their 
signature.  Incidentally  they  make  a  statement  which  must 
give  us  pause  in  this  matter.  They  name  aconite,  cannabis 
indica,  convallaria,  digitalis,  elaterium,  ergot,  squill,  and 
strophanthus,  and  derivatives  of  these  drugs,  as  medicines 
which  they  consider  cannot  be  standardised  chemically. 
They  add  "We  therefore  submit  them  to  a  physiological 
test."  It  would  be  difficult  to  name  other  eight  drugs  the 
preparations  of  which  it  is  as  important  should  be 
standarised  as  these.  Physiological  tests  made  in  this 
country  by  pharmacists  would,  I  presume,  infringe  the 
Vivisection  Act. 

Medical  Etiquette 

has  had  many  queer  developments,  but 
one  mentioned  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal  is  worthy  of  honourable  mention  for  queerness. 
A  sanatorium  had  advertised  for  a  medical  officer,  and  asked 
i  applicants  to  state  the  salary  they  required.  The  B.M.J. 
shares  with  a  correspondent  objection  to  this  request,  and 
hopes  some  medical  member  of  the  committee  will  point  out 
"  the  undesirability  of  putting  up  appointments  in  this  way 
to  a  sort  of  Dutch  auction."  The  delicate  question  of  salary, 
it  may  be  presumed,  must  be  asked  some  time  :  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  when  this  may  be  done  without  offend- 
ing these  extra  superfine  critics. 
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LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  is  to  breathe  health." — 

i  Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  EN 


"SANITAS"  BRONCHITIS  each. 

KETTLES  -  -  -2s.  6d. 
"  SANITAS  "  INHALERS  -  2s.  6d. 
"  SANITAS  ".POCKET 

INHALERS     IS.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

is.  &  is.  Bottles. 
"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

1S.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets,  Free. 

THE  "SANTAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


Natural  Hungarian 

BITTER  WATER. 


"Lord 
Roberts' 
Label." 

Magnesium  Sulphate  Aperient. 

The  "  Lamcet  "  says  : — "  Typical  Natural  Purgative  Water.  Mild,  painless 
noa  nauseating.  Full  dose  is  comparatively  small." 

Sold  at  a  Popular  Price,  showing  a  Large  Profit  to  Chemists. 

For  Trade  terms,  Press  matter.  Analysis,  »nd  Samples,  apply  to 

KRONTHAL  WATERS,  LIMITED 

70  Dean  Street,  Oxford  Street,  LONDON,  W. 


Gr.  S.  MUMFORD 


No.  1  Finest  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/6ow\. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

nn/  * 
LLi  owt 

No.  2  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/6owV 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pnre 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  owt. 

Best  Gleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

21  /  owt. 

EPSOM    SAL  1  S,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9  /  owt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/  owt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ oft. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowsfc.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILFT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  owt. 

Finest  Pore 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10£ 

Finest 
«RROWROOT 

r/lo. 

(or  allowance  made  for  distances 
and  upwards  of  above  articles*  £ 
IjaD^o^Ma^abo^e^rlceB^^^^^^^ 


'  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London] 
beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
mailer  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail] 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured   "  Cut  Out  "  window 
display  we  are  offering.    It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 

ALLEN  &  HANBURYS  Ltd.37iiSIts.W.London,Eng. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  oonneotiOD 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  Inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  'Kingdom  and 
abroad.  Advioe  in  the  first  instance  free    Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


JEbttorial  Comments, 


An  Historic  Event. 

Someone  has  said  that  the  significance  of  events  can  never 
be  fully  realised  as  they  happen.  That  is  the  only  reserva- 
tion that  we  would  put  upon  our  remarks  regarding  the 
P.A.T.A.  Convention  held  in  London  this  week.  Before  it 
happened  its  objects  were  ill-defined,  even  diffuse,  but  when 
the  time  came  for  business,  which  was  at  the  private 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  delegates  proved  to  be 
business  men,  and,  thanks  to  the  guidance  of  an  excellent 
Chairman,  they  expeditiously  selected  from  fifty-two  resolu- 
tions which  voiced  the  sentiments  of  the  retail  chemists  of 
Great  Britain  nine  for  public  discussion  on  Wednesday. 
These  covered  definite  principles  viz. : — 

First,  that  proprietors  who  complain  of  substitution  have 
the  sympathy  of  the  convention  in  any  illegal  infringement 
of  their  rights. 

Second,  that  protection  of  the  prices  of  proprietary 
articles  precludes  substitution. 

Third,  that  no  attempt  should  be  made  by  retailers  to 
encourage  the  sale  of  unprotected  articles. 

Fourth,  that  a  minimum  price,  preferably  face-value, 
should  be  ensured  for  proprietary  articles. 

Fifth,  that  the  best  way  to  protect  proprietaries  is  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  system. 

Sixth,  that  a  minimum  retail  profit  should  be  fixed  by  the 
makers  of  proprietaries. 

Seventh,  that  the  P.A.T.A.  should  adopt  a  mark  for  articles 
which  come  under  its  cegis. 

Eighth,  that  the  peculiar  method  of  co-operative  trading 
requires  the  special  attention  of  proprietors. 

Ninth,  that  coupon-prizes  should  be  discouraged. 

These  are  mere  paraphrases  of  the  motions  submitted  on 
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Wednesday,  and  the  private-meeting  discussion  gave  a  fore- 
cast in  the  amendments  submitted  that  nothing  of  a  hole- 
and-corner  nature  would  be  tolerated  by  the  delegates.  It 
would  be  futile  to  discuss  here  the  details  of  the  Convention, 
for  they  are  remarkably  subordinate  to  the  principles 
especially  demonstrated — first,  that  the  Convention  is  the 
only  occasion  in  the  history  of  British  pharmacy  wherein 
delegates  have  been  brought  together  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  for  the  settlement  of  trading-principles  ;  second, 
that  it  marks  a  psychological  moment  in  price-cutting ; 
third,  that  it  enunciates  the  aspirations  of  retail  chemists 
not  to  prostitute  their  semi-proressional  status  by  distri- 
buting non-paying  proprietaries  ;  and,  fourth,  that  the  Pro- 
prietary Articles  Trade  Association  has  demonstrated  the 
practicability  and  utility  of  its  methods  of  protection. 
These  principles  broadly  summarise  the  results  of  the  Con- 
vention. On  Tuesday  afternoon  a  private  meeting  of 
unknown  proprietors  was  also  held,  with  the  object  of 
determining  how  they  should  treat  the  meeting.  They 
decided  to  stay  away  from  it,  but  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  the  participants  in  the  conclave  reserve  their 
identity  and  number  is  made  the  subject  of  derision. 
Other  proprietors  attended  and  gave  practical  proof  of  their 
sympathy.  Mr.  Beecham  explained  by  letter  why  he 
prefers  his  own  method  of  protection.  On  the  whole,  better 
support  from  proprietors  was  possible.  This  matters  little, 
however,  because  the  time  has  assuredly  come  when  pro- 
prietors, retailers,  wholesalers,  and  the  public  are  equally 
convinced  that  the  wild  rage  for  cutting  which 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  decade  should  cease, 
with  advantage  to  all  parties.  Fixed  wholesale  and 
retail  profits  ensure  to  the  proprietor  a  fair  field,  to 
retailers  remunerative  investment  of  capital  and  time,  and 
to  the  public  the  cheapest  market  for  cash.  Unprofitable 
trading  is  ruinous  to  the  country  :  what  is  saved  by  cutting 
must  sooner  or  later  be  paid  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court. 
But,  beyond  such  considerations,  the  Convention  has  magni- 
ficently demonstrated  that  the  drug-trade  of  Great  Britain 
is,  when  the  pinch  comes,  a  united  body.  This  week's 
meeting  has  amply  showed  the  existence  of  potential 
administrative  force  for  trade  requirements,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  a  measure  of  defence  being  necessary,  consequent 
on  the  Poisons  Committee's  findings,  we  have  the  maihinery 
at  hand.  Retail  chemists  rarely  have  the  opportunity  of 
estimating  their  strength.  Now  they  may  in  the  coolest 
calculation  learn  that  their  force  lies  in  combination  such  as 
we  have  had  exemplified  this  week,  and  if  this  force  is  well 
directed  they  may  achieve  their  purposes.  We  report  the 
proceedings  somewhat  fully,  and  long  though  the  report  is 
we  commend  its  perusal  to  all. 


Indian  Drugs. 

The  report  of  the  Industrial  Section  of  the  Indian  Museum 
at  Calcutta  which  is  just  issued  contains  some  interesting 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  Indian  gums  which  Mr.  D. 
Hooper  has  made  during  the  year  included  in  the  report. 
The  samples  of  babul  gum  examined,  and  which  were 
reported  as  collected  from  Acacia  arabiea,  were  as  a  rule 
inferior  to  the  Soudan  gum,  and  it  was  found  that  the  darker 
the  specimen  the  less  viscous  is  the  mucilage,  the  colo  irthus 
being  an  indication  of  quality.  Gums  from  the  khair-tree 
{A.  Catechu)  are  inferior  to  those  of  the  babul  in  viscosity 
and  adhesiveness,  but  samples  of  A.  Farnesiana  gum  are 
spoken  of  as  being  most  satisfactory  in  colour  and  useful 
for  confectioners.  A  10-per-cent.  solution  spontaneously 
gelatinises.  The  gum  from  A.  Senegal,  from  Baluchistan,  may 
be  taken  as  the  type  of  the  best  gum  arabic,  and  large  supplies 


are  available.  Another  satisfactory  product  is  the  gum  of 
A.  vwdesta,  from  Northern  India.  Ghatti  gum,  peculiar  to 
India,  was  found  to  agree  in  nearly  every  respect  with 
the  exudation  of  Anngeissus  latifoUa,  the  "dhaura"  tree. 
Diospyros  Loios  from  Hazara,  Punjab,  a  gum  which  causes  a 
large  volume  of  water  to  solidify  to  a  jelly,  is  only  obtainable 
in  small  quantities.  Among  the  other  products  which  Mr 
Hooper  has  examined  are  the  kernels  of  the  Chinese  tallow- 
tree  (Sapiuin  sebiferum),  from  the  Kangra  valley,  which 
contain  63'6  per  cent,  of  fat  and  are  suitable  for  soap  and 
candle  making,  and  Diplotaxis  Griffithii,  a  cruciferous  plant 
which  contains  30  p&r  cent,  of  oil  in  its  seeds.  A  true  but 
rarely  occurring  kind,  Eugenia  dalbergioides,  from  Tansa,  was 
tested,  and  found  to  be  perfectly  soluble  in  water  and  to 
possess  the  intense  astringency  of  Malabar  kino.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  colouring-matter  of  the  wood  of  Pterocarpus 
dalbergioides,  a  crystalline  glucosidal  body  which  gives  a 
fine  fluorescent  solution  with  alkalies.  The  colour  it  com- 
municates to  water  prevents  the  use  of  its  sawdust  for  keeping 
ice.  "  How  is  it  that  the  chips  of  vengar  wood  (P.  Marsupiuni) 
colour  stagnant  water,  but  not  fresh  running  water  1 "  was  a 
question  Mr.  Hooper  was  called  on  to  answer,  the  explanation 
being  that  the  fluorescence  is  more  marked  in  alkaline 
solutions.  This  property  is  also  peculiar  to  hydrangin,  the 
glucoside  of  Hydrangea  arborez.  Embelia-fruit,  known  as 
"baberang,"  is  yielded  by  Embclia  ribes  and  E.  robusta;  the 
former  yields  8  6  per  cent,  of  embelic  acid  (the  active  resinoid 
body)  and  the  latter  10  5  per  cent.  Crude  Glauber's  salt  is, 
we  learn,  largely  used  in  Bengal  for  preserving  hides  and  skins 
for  export.  A  sample  of  the  salt  examined  in  the  laboratory 
contained  5169  per  cent,  of  sodium  sulphate. 


WINTER  ACTIVITY. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  present  Winter 
Session  is  the  most  active  on  record.  During  the  first  four 
weeks  of  this  month  we  reported  sixty-one  meetings,  chiefly 
in  the  provinces,  and  not  including  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  meetings.  In  the  same  weeks  of  1900  there  were 
reports  of  forty-five  meetings,  and  two  years  before  that  only 
forty- two.  These  figures  are  exclusive  of  festive  gatherings. 
It  is  noticeable  that  this  year's  meetings  are,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  devoted  to  political  and  trade  subjects  which  the 
P.A.T.A.  and  the  Federation  have  provided. 

LATIN   AS   A   STANDARD   OF  FITNESS. 

The  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  in  their  report 
just  issued,  state  that  they  have  considered  the  question  of 
retaining  Latin  as  a  compulsory  subject  in  approved  Pre- 
liminary examinations,  and  have  decided  to  retain  it  for  the 
present.  The  reason,  we  gather,  is  that  the  Council  consider 
Latin  a  test  of  fitness  for  entering  an  honourable  profession, 
because  it  is  part  of  a  sound  general  education.  This 
decision  is  peculiar  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  London 
University  no  longer  considers  Latin  compulsory  for 
matriculation,  but  those  who  pass  that  examination  without 
Latin  may  become  Associates  of  the  Institute  after  taking  the 
B.Sc.  and  passing  the  Institute's  Final  examination.  Such 
persons  will  then,  we  presume,  have  entered  "an  honourable 
profession,"  but  without  the  special  mark  of  fitness — know 
ledge  of  the  Latin  language  ! 

THE  PRIVATE    MEETING   OF  PROPRIETORS. 

There  is  no  more  sin  in  the  proprietors  of  medicinal 
specialities  meeting  privately  on  a  Tuesday  afternoon  than 
there  is  in  retailers  thereof  doing  the  same  in  the  evening. 
We  were  invited  to  the  latter,  but  not  to  the  former 
meeting,  hence  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  either  nothing  or 
much  about  what  the  proprietors  did  or  who  they  were.  It 
is  stated  that  this  meeting  was  exclusively  of  Americans,  but 
that  is  not  the  case  ;  nor  was  it,  as  rumoured,  convened  by 
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Mr.  John  Morgan  Kichards  or  presided  over  by  him.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  its  tone  was  not  aggressive 
towards  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  but  it  was  felt  that  a 
waiting  policy  was  the  safe  course.  The  manufacturers 
represented  at  the  meeting  felt  strongly  that  the  P.A.T.A. 
principles  lack  an  essential  one  for  them — viz.,  an  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  retailers  not  to  substitute,  which  should 
be  as  binding  on  retailers  as  the  maintenance  of  the  fixed 
prices  is  upon  manufacturers  who  join  the  P.A.T.A.  The 
committee  appointed  has  power  to  deal  with  the  matter 
generally.  The  stiDg  which  the  retailers  feel  nevertheless 
remains — viz.,  that  of  those  invited  to  meet  their  delegates 
at  the  Convention  the  only  firms  who  directly  acknowledged 
the  invitation  were  Messrs.  Thomas  Beecham  and  A.  J. 
White  (Limited). 

THE  POISONS  COMMITTEE. 

More  strange  information  regarding  the  work  of  this 
Committee  has  got  into  the  newspapers  since  our  last  issue. 
The  following  paragraph  from  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph 
is  the  fullest : — 

I  hear  that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Sale  of  Poisons  Committee, 
which  will  hold  its  final  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  has  decided  to 
recommend  the  removal  of  practically  all  the  present  restrictions 
in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  all 
poisons  eold  across  the  counter  will  be  required  to  be  delivered  in 
specially  made  and  stoppered  bottles.  An  immense  amount  of 
evidence  has  been  taken  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  the  general 
trend  of  which  has  been  to  show  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868 
is  entirely  out  of  harmony  with  the  requirements  of  the  present 
generation  of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  and  as  a  consequence 
alterations  will  be  recommended  in  several  important  particulars. 

This  is,  we  fancy,  mere  Lobby  tittle-tattle  ;  but  a  report  of 
this  kind  would  be  of  immense  advantage  to  pharmacy 
as  showing  the  ridiculous  and  one-sided  nature  of  the 
supposed  conclusions. 

THE   TITLES  QUESTION. 

Pending  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  which  has  been  charged  to  deal  with  this  matter  it 
can  scarcely  be  expected  that  finality  will  be  reached,  and 
probably  not  then.  The  subject  has  not  been  absent  from  a 
single  one  of  our  issues  since  August  23,  when  the  report  of 
the  Federation  was  published,  and  of  the  space  occupied  by 
letters  and  association  debates  on  the  subject  Mr.  Broadhead 
has  contributed  a  little  over  a  third.  He  is  the  undaunted 
champion  of  the  contention  that  the  1880  decision  was  solely 
to  the  effect  that  a  company  is  at  liberty  to  sell  poisons, 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  summons  against  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited).  The  view  held 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  and  their  legal  advisers,  by 
the  present  Lord  Chancellor,  and  many  other  legal  authorities 
is  that  the  1880  judgment  was  based  on  the  interpretation 
that  "  the  word  '  poison '  in  Section  15  of  the  1868  Act  does 
not  include  a  corporation,  and  consequently  penalties  for 
contravention  of  that  section  cannot  be  recovered  from  a 
company."  These  are  Lord  Chancellor  Halsbury's  words, 
What  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  Committee  has  to  do 
is  to  ascertain  if  anything  has  transpired  since  1880,  and 
especially  since  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill  of  1899,  which 
enables  the  Society  to  proceed  (without  appearing  frivolous) 
against  a  company  for  the  use  of  the  title,  or,  indeed,  any 
other  offence  in  Section  15  which  is  not  selling  poisons.  Mr. 
Lord  Gifford  is  on  the  committee,  and  he  invites  all  interested 
to  put  any  suggestions  before  the  committee.  We  may  all, 
therefore,  await  with  patience  the  decision  of  the  committee, 
for  the  legal  position  has  not  by  the  discussion  been 
advanced  one  bit  beyond  where  it  was  in  1880,  although,  we 
venture  to  hope,  chemists  generally  are  much  better  informed 
now  than  they  were  three  months  ago  as  to  what  the  position 
really  is. 


IS   SALT   OF  LEMON   "POISON " ? 

The  Coroner  for  the  Southern  Division  of  the  Isle  of  Ely 
recently  stated  at  an  inquest  that  it  is,  and  he  has  been  called 
to  task  for  so  saying,  but  he  has  not  lain  idle  under  criti- 
cism. He  has  written  a  lengthy  letter  to  a  Cambridgeshire 
paper  in  replying,  and  the  gist  of  it  is  in  the  following 
passage : — 

Mr.  Justice  Collins,  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v. 
Piper  says  :  "  But  I  think  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  laxity  in  the 
way  the  word '  poison  '  is  used  by  the  Legislature  in  the  first  part 
of  the  section,  and  that  it  may  fairly  be  construed  to  mean  the  tiring 
sold,  if  and  when  that  thing,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  comes 
under  the  designation  '  poison.'  "  Now,  as  to  the  sale  of  salt  of 
lemon,  a  poison  not  thus  named  in  the  schedule  of  the  Act,  Taylor's 
"Medical  Jurisprudence  "  speaks  of  sait  of  lemon  as  "  this  poisonous 
salt.  This  salt  destroys  life  almost  as  readily  as  oxalic  acid  itself." 
But  I  believe  that  the  poisonous  part  of  the  salts  of  lemon  is 
composed  of  oxalic  acid  (KjCjO.jjHoC.iOj),  and  if  my  information 
with  regard  to  that  fact  be  correct,  then,  although  salt  of  lemon 
is  not  by  that  name  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  the  Act,  one  of 
its  ingredients  is  oxalic  acid,  and  that  is  expressly  named  in  the 
schedule  as  a  poison  to  wdiich  the  Act  applies,  and  it  was  held  in 
the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Piper  that  the  word 
'  poison '  in  the  Act  does  not  mean,  a  poison  in  the  schedule  pure 
and  simple,  but  includes  compounds  containing  poisonous  in- 
gredients. Quod  erat  demonstrandum.  And  if  this  poison  is  sold 
by  an  unqualified  assistant  to  a  chemist  it  is  not  enough  to  get  the 
sale  outside  the  Act,  that  a  fully  qualified  assistant  is  in  the  shop 
at  the  time  of  sale,  but  the  sale  must  be  actually  under  his  super- 
vision. This  I  also  state  upon  authority  of  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins 
in  his  judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  iiWh  eeldon. 

The  Coroner's  logic  is  unassailable,  but,  unfortunately, 
in  fact,  oxalic  acid  and  salt  of  lemon  (binoxalate  of  potash) 
are  two  entities  as  distinct  as  hydrocyanic  acid  and  cyanide 
of  potassium,  which  have  had  to  be  separately  mentioned  in 
the  schedule  so  as  to  cover  both.  Nevertheless,  there  is 
something  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  idea  that  oxalic  acid 
half  saturated  with  potash  has  not  ceased  to  be  the  poison 
scheduled. 

METRIC  SYSTEM  IN  PHARMACY. 

Sir  William  Gowers's  advocacy  of  the  employment  of  the 
metric  system  in  pharmacy  is  still  bringing  replies  to  the 
Lancet.  A  letter  this  week  appears  from  Mr.  Charpentier, 
Uxbridge,  in  which  he  makes  the  following  remarks  : — 

The  difficulty  in  the  metric  system  in  general  practice  would  be 
altering  the  bottles.  I  should  suggest  that  for  the  present  they 
should  not  be  interfered  with.  It  would  be  very  inconvenient  to 
have  bottles  with  only  five  or  as  many  as  ten  doses.  I  arranged  a 
table  some  months  ago  for  use  in  general  practice  on  these  lines. 
Most  mixtures  are  six,  eight,  or  twelve  doses  ("part  every  four 
hours,"  &c),  and  the  standard,  or  most  frequent  quantity  ordered, 
is  30  gr.  or  30  minims,  or  multiples  thereof,  thus :  30  gr.  = 
2  grams;  5j>  =  4  grams.  Similarly,  fl.  5j-  =  3  5  c.c. ;  40  minims 
=  2-3  c.c. ;  5iss.  =  5-3  c.c.  While  for  smaller  doses  a  table  is 
easily  made  for  the  more  common  fractions.  It  is  certainly  more 
convenient  for  all  liquids  to  be  measured  instead  of,  as  in  France, 
being  weighed.  To  those  of  us  who  are  familiar  with  quantitative 
analyses  the  change  would  not  be  any  more  difficult  than  that 
from  "  grains  per  gallon  "  to  "  parts  per  100,000,"  and  would  be 
more  satisfactory  from  every  point  of  view. 

As  far  as  we  can  see  medical  men  have  only  to  write  their 
prescriptions  in  the  metric  system  ;  the  difficulty  is  not  on 
the  part  of  chemists,  who  can  dispense  medicine  expressed 
in  either  system  of  weights  and  measures. 

INDECENT  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

The  decision  of  the  Bow  Street  Magistrate  in  the  case 
under  the  Indecent  Advertisements  Act  (page  881)  is  of 
some  importance  to  the  retail  drug-trade,  as  it  practically 
reverses  previous  magisterial  decisions.  The  advertisements 
complained  of  were  a  remedy  for  gonorrhoea  and  Hartmann's 
patent  wood-wool  gonorrhoea  bags,  which  were  exposed  in  a 
chemist's  window.  The  Sanitary  Wood-wool  Company 
(Limited)  undertook  the  defence,  and  their  barrister  pointed 
out  that  Section  5  of  the  Act  does  not  include  exhibition  in 
shop-windows.    The  section  refers  to 

Any  advertisement  relating  to  syphilis,  gonorrhoea,  nervous 
debility,  or  other  complaint  or  infirmity  arising  from  or  relating 
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to  sexual  intercourse,  if  such  advertisement  is  affixed  to  or 
inscribed  on  any  house,  building,  wall,  hoarding,  gate,  fence, 
pillar,  post,  board,  tree,  or  other  thing  whatsoever,  so  as  to  be 
visible  to  a  person  being  in  or  passing  along  any  street, 
public  highway,  or  footpath,  or  is  affixed  to  or  inscribed  on  any 
public  urinal,  or  is  delivered  or  attempted  to  be  delivered  to  any 
person  being  in  or  passing  along  any  street,  public  highway,  or 
footpath. 

Section  3  deals  with  advertisements  of  an  indecent  or  obscene 
nature,  the  exhibition  of  which  is  referred  to  in  similar 
terms  to  Section  5,  but  with  the  addition  of  the  sentence  "or 
to  exhibit  them  to  public  view  in  the  window  of  any  house  or 
shop."  Counsel  for  the  defence  argued  that  the  absence  of 
this  sentence  from  Section  5  implied  that  advertisements 
respecting  gonorrhoea  and  the  like  may  be  exhibited  in  shop- 
windows,  and  this  view  the  Magistrate  has  upheld.  This 
practically  amounts  to  saying  that  the  Act  was  not  intended 
to  interfere  with  business  in  venereal  remedies  at  the  actual 
place  of  business,  just  as  it  does  not  touch  advertisements  of 
the  kind  in  newspapers  and  the  like.  In  that  sense  the 
decision  is  novel,  for  since  the  Act  passed  in  1889  it  has  been 
considered  that  the  terms  of  Section  5 — viz.,  "  Any  advertise- 
ment .  .  .  affixed  to  any  .  .  .  thing  whatsoever,  so  as  to  be 
visible  to  a  person  .  .  .  passing  " — are  sufficiently  comprehen- 
sive to  include  prominent  showcards  or  posters  in  a  window. 
We  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  consider  shop-windows 
to  be  entirely  outside  Section  5,  for  obviously  such  a  conclu- 
sion would  defeat  the  objects  of  the  Act. 


Commercial  Civet. 

By  Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


DUKING  the  last  twelve  months  I  have  had  occasion  to 
examine  a  very  large  number  of  samples  of  civet.  Of 
these  by  far  the  majority  were  adulterated,  and  considering 
the  value  of  this  product,  it  becomes  of  some  importance  to 
examine  it  carefully.  The  usual  adulterant  is  petroleum- 
jelly,  which  can  be  detected  and  quantitatively  determined 
with  considerable  accuracy,  but  very  frequently  organic 
matter  of  vegetable  origin  is  present  in  civet. 

The  most  trustworthy  process  for  extracting  the  petroleum- 
jelly  is  that  devised,  I  believe,  by  Dr.  Dodge.  It  consists  in 
extracting  the  civet  with  acetone  until  nothing  further  is 
removed,  and  then  extracting  with  petroleum  ether,  which 
takes  out  the  petroleum.  The  residue  after  the  acetone 
extraction  is  a  greyish  powdery  mass,  which  may  contain 
appreciable  quantities  of  petroleum-jelly  without  appearing 
sticky.  Concordant  results  to  within  0  2  or  03  per  cent,  are 
easily  obtained.  I  have  examined  numerous  samples  of  pure 
civet,  and  find  only  a  very  slight  amount  extracted  by 
petroleum  ether  in  these  circumstances.  When  petroleum- 
jelly  is  present  the  petroleum-ether  extract  is  highly 
fluorescent,  which  is  not  the  case  with  pure  civet. 

A  microscopical  examination  of  the  pulverulent  residue 
will  afford  considerable  information  as  to  the  presence  of 
other  adulterants,  and  a  comparison  with  the  residues  from 
pure  civet  and  from  banana-pulp  is  sometimes  of  much 
interest. 

Some  further  notes  on  this  product  are  to  be  expected,  as 
my  friends  Messrs.  Child  and  Burgess  are  now  working  on  the 
pure  products  from  the  civet  cats  which  are  in  their 
possession.  A  picture  of  one  of  these  cats  was  recently  given 
in  the  C.  $  D. 


"  Frog  in  Your  Throat  "  has  passed  out  of  the  control  of 
Hance  Brothers  &:  White,  and  the  new  owners,  the  Frog  in  Your 
Throat  Company,  of  West  Broadway  and  Chambers  Street,  New 
York,  are  making  an  effort  to  introduce  the  article  in  candy  and 
general  stores. — American  Druggist. 


Hnal\>0ts  of  preparations  Containing 
©pium.* 

By  Alfred  H.  Allen  and  G.  E.  Scott-Smith. 


THE  authors  dealt  first  with  paregoric  elixir  and  its  sub- 
stitutes, stating  that  the  proportion  of  alcohol  in  the 
tincture  is  indicated  with  approximate  accuracy  by  the 
sp.  gr.  of  the  distillate  from  25  c.c.  of  the  preparation 
made  distinctly  alkaline  with  soda.  A  portion  of  the  cam- 
phor and  oil  of  anise  volatilises  with  the  alcohol,  but  the 
amounts  present  do  not  materially  affect  the  sp.  gr. 
On  shaking  the  residual  liquid  with  ether,  the  remaining 
camphor  and  oil  of  anise  are  extracted.  If  the  ether  be 
separated  and  the  liquid  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid, 
benzoic  acid  will  be  liberated.  Meconic  acid  is  extracted 
with  difficulty  and  imperfectly  by  agitating  its  acidulated 
aqueous  solution  with  ether.  Amylic  alcohol  is  a  far  better 
solvent. 

The  authors  next  referred  to  the  constituents  of  cough- 
mixtures,  among  which  are  oil  of  peppermint,  squills,  senega, 
horehound,  and  preparations  of  ipecacuanha.  Oil  of  pepper- 
mint is  readily  recognised  by  the  taste  and  odour.  Squills 
are  not  readily  recognised,  the  most  hopeful  plan  being  based 
upon  the  isolation  and  recognition  of  quillain.  Senega  is 
remarkable  for  the  magnificent  purple  colour  which  it  yields 
with  strong  sulphuric  acid.  The  principle  which  gives  the 
coloration  is  not  extracted  by  amylic  alcohol  from  either 
acid  or  alkaline  solutions. 

Ipecacuanha  may  be  said  to  be  almost  a  normal  constituent 
of  cough-mixtures,  and  is  of  interest  on  account  of  the  close 
resemblance  of  some  of  the  colour-reactions  of  its  alkaloids 
to  those  yielded  by  opium  alkaloids.  In  this  connection  the 
authors  referred  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  case  reported  in  the- 
C.  S;  -23.,  August  9,  page  233,  in  which  Mr.  Tickle,  analyst  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  reported  the  presence  of  morphine 
in  a  mixture  sold,  although  the  authors  failed  to  obtain  con- 
clusive evidence  of  morphine,  but  colour-indicationsof  ipecacu- 
anha (which  they  suggested  that  Mr.  Tickle  had  mistaken 
for  morphine)  and  crystals  of  its  alkaloids  (see  also  C.  S;  D., 
November  15,  page  821).  The  authors  then  detailed  experi- 
ments they  have  made  since  July.  They  said  by  suitable 
means  the  ipecacuanha  alkaloids  can  be  differentiated  and 
separated  from  any  morphine  present ;  but  the  point  is  that, 
when  a  process  suitable  for  isolation  and  determination  of 
morphine  was  used,  an  alkaloidal  residue  was  obtained 
which  simulated  morphine,  so  as  to  be  mistaken  for  that 
alkaloid.  They  prepared  the  mixed  alkaloids  from  several 
samples  of  the  liquid  extract  of  ipecacuanha  by  the  method 
employed  for  the  cough- mixture,  and  found  the  alkaloidal 
residue  to  give  a  well-marked,  greenish-blue  coloration  with 
neutral  ferric  chloride ;  a  crimson,  changing  to  purple  and 
blue,  colour  with  Frohde's  reagent ;  an  immediate  blue 
coloration  with  iodic  acid  and  starch  (with  certain  samples, 
but  not  with  all)  ;  and  an  immediate  formation  of  Prussian 
blue  from  a  mixture  of  ferric  chloride  and  potassium  ferri- 
cyanide.  The  microscopic  crystals  obtained  were,  however, 
exactly  similar  to  those  which  had  been  prepared  from  the 
cough-mixture,  and  in  no  way  resembled  morphine.  The 
authors  concluded  that  the  case  affords  an  interesting 
example  of  the  danger  of  relying  on  colour-indications  for- 
alkaloids  without  a  definite  assurance  that  no  interfering 
body  is  present. 

Mr.  William  Chattaway,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
confirmed  the  authors'  observations  on  the  mixture  in  dispute. 

*  Abstract  of  paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts 
November  5. 


Litmus-paper  in  the  Household. — A  correspondent  writes  as 
follows  to  the  Chemical  News:  "It  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
apathetic  on  the  part  of  litmus-paper  manufacturers  that  they  do 
not  advertise  it  largely  as  an  absolutely  necessary  adjunct  of  every 
householder  for  use  in  ascertaining  the  degree  of  fermentation  in 
milk  when  supplied  to  them  in  such  an  injurious  and  avoidable 
condition  ;  also  amongst  dairymen  for  protection  against  avoidable 
souring,  semi-fermented  milk  being  supplied  and  delivered  to  them 
by  dairy-farmers.  Such  an  advertisement  ought  to  appear  largely 
fn  the  daily  newspapers.  I  am  widely  advising  the  needed  use 
of  litmus-paper  for  the  purpose  amongst  householders  and  dairy- 
men." 
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Winter  Session. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel  on  November  21,  the  President 
(Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris)  in  the  chair.  About  three  dozen  members 
were  present,  and  the  meeting  first  discussed  seriatim  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  local  pharmaceutical  associations 
to  the 

P.A.T.A.  Convention'. 

A  printed  list  of  the  resolutions  was  supplied  to  each 
member;  in  the  main  the  recommendations  of  the  various 
associations  were  endorsed  by  the  meeting.  This  was  done, 
as  afterwards  explained,  as  an  instruction  to  the  delegates 
of  the  London  Chemists' Association  attending  the  Conven- 
tion, in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  represent  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Association.  After  considerable  discussion  it 
was  agreed  to  leave  what  were  considered  the  most  conten- 
tious clauses  (those  of  the  East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Association  regarding  the  boycotting  of  proprietaries)  for 
discussion  until  after  the  Convention,  so  that  the  success  of 
the  Convention  might  not  be  prejudiced.  This  took  place 
after  a  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Truman,  that  "  our  delegates  be  instructed 
not  to  discuss  the  recommendation  of  the  East  Sussex  Phar- 
maceutical Association,"  which  is  as  follows  :  — 

That  where  manufacturers  are  unwilling  to  comply  with  a 
courteous  request  to  that  effect,  one  article  at  a  time  should  be 
selected  which  the  retailers  throughout  the  country  would  refuse 
to  stock. 

The  resolutions  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association  (as 
given  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  15, 
page  802)  were  subjected  to  keen  criticism,  but  the  fourth 
clause — which  read, 

That  a  minimum  profit  of  25  per  cent.,  calculated  upon  the 
selling-price,  should  be  fixed  by  all  makers  of  proprietary  articles 

— was  the  only  one  to  which  serious  exception  was  taken. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Truman  pointed  out  that  to  insist  on  a  hard-and- 
fast  25  per  cent,  on  all  proprietaries  would  be  most  unfair. 
Articles  of  daily  use,  such  as  foods,  &c,  could  not  be  fixed 
at  such  a  profit.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  pass  such  a  reso- 
lution, as  it  would  merely  result  in  driving  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  trade  for  proprietary  articles  of  every-day 
use  into  other  channels.  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  agreed  entirely 
with  Mr.  Truman.  Another  class  of  proprietaries  which 
cannot  possibly  bear  a  25-per-cent.  profit  is  soaps.  If  such 
a  minimum  were  fixed  it  would  mean  that  soapmakers  would 
have  to  go  out  of  the  market.  What  with  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  raw  material  and  cost  of  working  the  margin  does 
not  exist  to  leave  such  a  profit. 

A  Member  :  Why  not  raise  the  face-value  1 

Mr.  Umney  :  That  cannot  be  done.  The  public  will  not 
stand  it.  Speaking  as  the  representative  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  a  certain  proprietary  soap,  he  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  protect  their  soap,  but  he  could  not  possibly 
agree  to  a  25-per-cent.  minimum  profit.  He  thought  a 
profit  of  17§  per  cent,  or  even  20  per  cent,  would  be  ample 
for  an  article  such  as  soap,  which  there  was  no  trouble  in 
handling.  He  trusted  no  such  arbitrary  resolution  would  be 
passed  by  that  Association. 

A  member  intimated  that  he  had  a  letter  in  his  pocket 
from  Messrs.  Pears,  who  thought  9  per  cent,  a  very  good 
profit — (laughter) — and  after  further  consideration  it  was 
proposed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Bustard,  seconded  by 
Mr.  P.  H.  Burton,  that  the  resolution  be  altered  to  read  as 
follows  : — 

That  a  reasonable  profit,  having  regard  to  the  nature  and 
demand  of  the  article,  should  be  fixed  by  all  makers  of  proprietary 
articles,  such  profit  to  be  decided  by  the  proprietors  and  the 
Council  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

The  sixth  resolution  ended  originally  with  the  word 
"substitute."  This  word  was  not  looked  upon  with  favour 
by  Mr.  Hornby,  who  wrote  suggesting  that  '-competing 
article "  should  be  used  instead,  and  the  alteration  was 
Agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members.    The  "P.A.T.v*. 


trade-mark "  and  label  suggested  in  the  last  recommenda- 
tion was  touched  u  pon.  Mr.  Umney  queried  whether  such 
a  label  would  be  a  perfect  guide.  It  might  be  misleading, 
he  thought,  in  the  case  of  privately  protected  articles,  but 
the  meeting  considered  the  idea  a  good  one.  '-Minimum" 
was  deleted  from  the  last  clause  of  the  recommendation, 
"giving  the  retail  price  "  being  the  amended  reading. 

The  delegates  appointed  to  the  Convention  were  Messrs. 
Burton,  Bustard,  Pentney,  Truman,  Powell,  and  E.  H.  Jones. 

New  By-latvs. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Burton  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
by-laws  to  ensure  proper  working  relations  between  the 
Association  and  its  branches  : — 

The  President  and  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Association,  and  the 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairmau,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Local 
Branch  Committees. 

The  Chairmen,  Vice-Chairmen,  and  Secretaries  of  the  Local 
Branch  Committees  shall  be  ex-officio  member^  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  Association. 

That  Local  Branch  Committees  shall,  with  the  assistance  of 
local  members,  promote  and  protect  local  trade  interests  ;  that 
decisions  on  affairs  of  general  or  national  importance  shall  pro- 
ceed only  so  far  as  a  recommendation  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee. 

The  rules  of  the  Association  shall  govern  the  procedure  and 
election  o£  Local  Branch  Committees  so  far  as  they  are  applicable 
to  local  matters. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Deputation  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Pond  inquired  whether  the  Secretary  had 
received  any  answer  from  Mr,  Bremridge  as  to  the  Council's 
attitude  on  the  questions  put  before  them  by  the  deputation 
from  the  London  Chemists'  Association.  Answered  in  the 
negative,  Mr.  Pond  said  that  was  hardly  fair  treatment  on 
the  part  of  the  Council.  They  were  promised  an  answer, 
and  had  not  yet  had  one.  The  Hon.  Secretary  said  Mr. 
Pentney  had  told  him  that  he  had  had  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Bremridge,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  but  nothing- 
definite  had  been  decided.  He  understood  that  the 
Council  had  appointed  a  committee  to  discuss  the  question, 
(A  voice :  "  They'll  sit  till  the  egg  is  rotten."  Laughter.) 
Mr.  Pond  thereupon  moved  (and  Mr.  Bustard  seconded)  that 
the  Hon.  Secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  asking  that  an  answer  be  sent  to 
the  deputation  in  time  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting. 
Mr.  Burton  moved  that  the  matter  be  left  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  and  Mr.  Betty  seconded.  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones,  in  supporting  the  amendment,  said  it  was  most  unfair 
to  saddle  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  with  more  than  they 
were  legally  entitled  to.  The  deputation  had  laid  before  the 
Council  new  proposals  for  a  test-case.  Several  other 
proposals  had  also  been  sent  in  from  Scotland  and  else- 
where regarding  injunction.  These  proposals  were  all  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  a  special  committee  of  members  of 
the  Council  was  appointed  to  deal  with  them,  to  which 
committee  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  was  added.  Some  of  the 
committee  are  country  members,  and  the  committee  can  only 
meet  once  a  month,  the  subjects  have  to  be  gone  into  very 
carefully,  and  it  was  unreasonable,  he  considered,  to  expect 
an  answer  offhand  from  the  Council  in  the  short  space  of 
time  they  had  had  for  consideration.  Whatever  the  Council's 
faults  he  was  sure  they  had  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
complaint  in  this  particular.  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  corroborated 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  time  given  to  the 
Council.  Had  there  been  the  slightest  discourtesy  shown  to 
the  deputation  he  certainly  would  have  brought  the  matter 
to  their  notice  very  sharply.  Mr.  Pond  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  imputing  discourtesy,  and  ultimately  withdrew 
his  motion. 


Northern  Branch. 
A  committee-meeting  of  this  Branch  was  held  last  week, 
at  which  there  were  present  Messrs.  Betty,  Burton,  Bustard, 
Daniel,  Edwards,  Foot,  Coutts-Michie,  Pickering,  and  Seldon. 
It  was  decided  that  a  general  meeting  should  be  held  on 
Thursday,  January  8,  1903. 


November  29,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


903 


Chemists'    Assistants'  Association. 

The  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  November  20,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A. 
Latreille,  was  devoted  to  short  papers.  Mr.  J.  Wicliffe 
Peck  read  a  paper  on  the 

Analysis  and  Pasteurisation  of  Cow's  Milk, 
in  which  he  said  that  for  rapidly  analysing  milk  the  require- 
ments were  a  Richmond's  rule,  centrifuge,  two  or  three 
graduated-neck  tubes,  and  a  sp.  gr.  bulb,  with  the  addition 
of  a  few  reagents  found  in  every  chemist's  shop.  Mr. 
Peck  said  he  used  a  small  water-motor  centrifuge,  and 
proceeded  as  follows  :  Five  cubic  centimetres  of  a  well- 
mixed  milk  is  measured  into  a  graduated  tube,  a  drop  or 
two  of  hydrochloric  acid  added,  then  1  c.c.  of  fusel  oil,  and 
shaken  ;  then  gradually  and  quickly  add  strong  sulphuric 
acid,  shake  carefully,  fill  up  to  the  top,  and,  having  also  filled 
another  but  open  tube  with  milk  to  counterbalance,  whirl  in  the 
centrifuge  for  two  minutes,  and  read  off  the  percentage  of 
fat.  Having  taken  the  sp.  gr.,  Richmond's  slide-rule  shows 
the  results.  To  another  quantity  of  milk  add  a  few  drops  of 
acetic  acid,  and  filter  bright  with  magnesium  carbonate. 
Boil  the  filtrate,  and  lactalbumen  is  precipitated.  Estima- 
tion of  the  lactose  is  best  done  with  Pavy  and  Fehling's 
solution  direct,  without  getting  rid  of  the  proteid.  Of  the 
milk  in  the  other  tube  counterbalancing  the  one  used  for 
fat-analysis,  pour  most  of  it  away  and  examine  the  last  few 
drops  on  a  cover-slip,  which  must  be  dried,  fixed  in  the 
flame,  take  the  fat  off  with  a  little  ether,  dry,  and  stain  with 
methylin-blue  or  carbol-fuchsine.  In  this  way  the  organs  of 
pus  may  be  found,  or  occasionally  the  tubercle  bacillus,  if 
stained  by  the  latter.  He  then  dealt  with  the  diseases  which 
may  be  communicated  by  impure  milk,  and  the  need  for 
destroying  the  micro-organisms  before  milk  is  fit  for  human 
consumption.  A  steriliser  invented  by  M.  L.  de  Wyttenbach 
was  shown,  which  can  be  used  either  for  making  the  milk 
absolutely  sterile  or  for  Pasteurising  only.  In  the  latter 
method  of  treating  milk  a  lower  temperature  is  applied,  and 
the  pathogenic  germs  only  are  destroyed.  When  milk  is 
sterilised  (which  is  done  by  keeping  it  at  a  temperature  of 
212°  F.  for  thirty  minutes,  or  at  220°  F.  for  twenty  minutes) 
it  is  more  difficult  to  digest ;  therefore,  in  the  feeding  of 
infants,  Pasteurisation  is  preferred. 

A  Bismuth-mixture. 

Mr.  Peck  also  exhibited  a  mixture  of  bismuth  subnitrate 
in  which  powdered  tragacanth  had  been  used  to  suspend  the 
bismuth,  with  the  result  that  the  flaky  masses  formed  could 
not  be  administered.  He  had  found  pulv.  tragacanth.  co. 
the  best  to  suspend  bismuth  salts. 

Mr.  Wm.  Matthews  next  read  a  short  paper  on 

Substitution, 

in  which  he  referred  to  the  recent  csntroversy  in  the  trade 
Press  on  this  subject,  and  said  that  every  chemist  tried  to 
create  a  monopoly  in  some  article  or  preparation  of  his  own. 
He  failed  to  see  what  cause  of  complaint  a  manufacturer  of 
a  branded  article  has  against  a  chemist  who  prefers  to  sell 
his  own  product  rather  than  that  of  others. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

On  November  28,  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  the 
members  of  this  Association  held  a  meeting,  Mr.  J.  Swire 
(Vice-President)  being  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  question  of  forwarding  resolutions  for 

The  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

The  Secretary  explained  the  purpose  of  the  Convention, 
and  a  resolution  approving  of  the  object  of  the  meeting  was 
passed.  During  the  discussion  it  was  stated  that  raising  the 
retail  price  did  not  have  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  demand 
for  proprietary  medicines,  some  members  remarking  that 
they  sold  as  many  or  more  Page  Woodcock's  pills  now  that 
the  price  was  raised  to  Is.  as  they  did  at  cut  rates.  Stress 
was  laid  upon  the  fact  that  prominent  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  owned  proprietary  articles,  which 
they  had  done  nothing  whatever  to  protect ;  this  the  meeting 
considered  to  be  disgraceful. 


Co-operation. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  with  regard  to  the 
mutual  assistance  it  was  possible  for  members  to  afford  in 
supplying  each  other  with  proprietary  articles  at  cost-price. 
Mr.  Cobb  said  the  Association  owed  its  thanks  to  Mr.  Swire  ■ 
for  what  he  had  done  in  that  direction.  The  Secretary 
said  if  each  member  would  take  up  one  article  and  distribute 
at  cost  to  his  fellow-chemists  something  very  practical  might 
be  done. 

Lincoln  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  21  at  the  Coffee  Palace,  Lincoln.  The  President 
(Mr.  J.  S.  Battle)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also 
present  Messrs.  Hill,  Dixon,  Watson,  C.  M.  Battle,  Cook, 
Wark,  Walker,  Councillor  Allison  and  Birkbeck.  After  an 
excellent  supper,  the  Secretary  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting  letters  had  been  received  from  several  head  masters 
saying  they  would  adapt  their  curriculum  to  suit  pharma- 
ceutical students  when  required.  The  growing  demand  for 
lead-plaster  and  bitter  apple  for  abortive-purposes  was 
discussed,  and  the  members  decided  to  discountenance  the 
sale.  The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Watson)  presented  his  report, 
which  showed  a  satisfactory  balance  in  hand.  The  following 
officers  were  re-elected— viz.,  President,  Mr.  J.  S.  Battle; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  P.  Watson ;  Secretary,  Mr  J.  T.  Birkbeck. 
The  Secretary  reported  having  sent  about  20  letters  to 
proprietors  of  patents  asking  them  to  be  present  at  the 
coming  Convention  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  about  twelve  replies 
had  been  received,  which  were  read  and  led  to  considerable 
discussion.  Mr.  Birkbeck  was  appointed  delegate  to  the 
Convention. 

North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  20,  at 
the  Unicorn  Hotel,  Stone.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J. 
Averill,  J.P.,  of  Stafford  (President). 

The  Convention. 

It  was  decided  to  send  Mr.  Cornwell  (Vice-President)  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Convention,  and  a  resolution  approving  of 
the  meeting  was  passed.  In  the  discussion  caused  by  moving 
and  seconding  the  motion,  Mr.  Weston  Poole  took  up  the 
line  of  argument  that  the  P.A.T.A.  was  not  necessary. 
Hitherto  great  cutting  people  had  only  cut  patent  medicines, 
foods,  and  so  forth,  and  had  left  untouched  drugs  and  dis- 
pensing. He  thought  it  better  to  let  them  continue  in  that 
course  than  to  let  them  cut  the  more  professional  part  of  the 
business.  They  ought  to  taboo  patent  medicines  as  much  as 
possible.  He  had  only  paid  one  subscription  to  the  P.A.T.A. 
because  he  did  not  believe  in  it.  Fancy  protecting  patent 
medicines !  It  was  his  firm  opinion  that  the  more  they  left 
such  things  alone  the  better  it  would  be  for  them. 

Mr.  McKee  said  his  experience  was  that  drugs  were  cut 
almost  as  much  as  the  patents.  He  reminded  the  company 
that  they  were  traders  first  and  scientific  men  afterwards. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  said  that  while  he  sympathised  with 
the  ideal  set  up  by  Mr.  Poole,  he  did  not  think  that  in  these 
days  of  commercial  struggle  they  could  ignore  patent  medi- 
cines altogether.  He  thought  it  infra  dig.  for  chemists  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  some  of  the  quackeries  put  upon 
the  market,  which  were  advertised  by  means  of  lying  state- 
ments ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  respectable  and 
reliable  preparations  which  they  could  not  afford  to  ignore. 
Mr.  Jones  next  called  attention  to  the  desirability  of  the 
North  Staffordshire  Association  taking  up  the  question  of 
framing  a  kind  of  Association  trade-list  for  the  better-known 
drugs  and  for  dispensing. 

Mr.  Cornwell  said  in  his  opinion  the  P.A.T.A.  was  one  of 
the  finest  institutions  they  had  ever  had.  He  reminded  them 
that  a  great  many  professional  men  patronised  patent  medi- 
cines ;  in  fact,  nowadays  it  was  often  a  case  of  pull  doctor, 
pull  druggist.  He  considered  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  one 
of  the  most  clever  men  on  the  Council. 

Mr.  Jacks  also  supported  the  P.A.T.A. 

The  President,  in  summing  up,  said  so  long  as  patent 
medicines  were  advertised,  so  long  would  there  be  a  demand 
for  them.    He  did  not  agree  with  cutting  down  prices  for 
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dispensing,  and  he  felt  certain  that  dispensing  at  a  cheap 
rate  did  not  pay.  He  thought  it  would  be  unwise  for  chemists 
not  to  stock  certain  articles  because  they  did  not  get  sufficient 
profit  out  of  them.  If  people  could  not  obtain  what  they 
wanted  from  one  shop  they  would  go  to  another. 

Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Jacks,  the  local  members  of  the 
Association,  afterwards  entertained  the  visitors,  and  obtained 
a  pledge  that  another  meeting  would  be  held  at  Stone  before 
long. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A. meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  on  November  19.  Mr.  S.  Phillips  presided.  Letters 
from  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  were  read,  and  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  a  number  of  manu- 
facturers urging  them  to  be  represented  at  the  Conference. 

A  collection  was  afterwards  made  in  aid  of  the  Drug-trade 
Defence  Fund. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association. 

The  first  ordinary  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  19,  when  a  discussion  on  "Trade  Topics"  took 
place.  The  .questions  of  titles  and  substitution  were  con- 
sidered, and  in  regard  to  assistants'  hours  the  President 
said  "he  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  the  matter  being  amicably 
settled  among  the  employers.  He  considered  that  any  relief 
which  compulsory  measures  might  give  would  be  more 
apparent  than  real. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  association,  held  at  St  Bride's  Institute' 
Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  November  25,  with  about  two  dozen 
members  present,  and  the  President  (Mr.  W.  Duff)  in  the 
chair,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  Whitmore  Peck,  of 
Birmingham,  on  "  Dispensers  and  their  Position."  Mr.  Peck 
outlined,  at  considerable  length,  the  position  of  public  dis- 
pensers, legally  and  otherwise,  emphasing  the  necessity  for  a 
test-case  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  dispenser  should  not 
also,  be  a  qualified  chemist.  He  pointed  out  that  more 
poisons  were  dispensed  in  public  institutions  than  all  the 
poisons  retailed  together.  Moreover,  these  were  mainly  dis- 
pensed to  ignorant  people — the  very  poor — with  whom  it  was 
most  necessary  to  be  careful  in  the  handling  of  poisons.  The 
legal  position  at  present,  he  had  on  good  authority,  made  it 
plain  that  any  person  is  at  liberty  to  distribute  poisons 
provided  the  poisons  are  not  sold.  He  thought  it  most 
important,  therefore,  that  a  legal  definition  of  the  word 
"  dispensing  "  should  be  obtained  from  the  highest  authority, 
and,  that  obtained,  the  legal  qualification  necessary  in  a  dis- 
penser would  be  evident.  An  endeavour  should  be  made  to 
get  an  amendment  of  the  present  Pharmacy  Acts  so  that 
dispensing  should  be  restricted  to  the  qualified  chemist.  He 
believed  that  about  twenty  years  ago  some  such  amendment 
was  put  into  print.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  there  should  be 
no  distribution,  selling,  dispensing,  or  handling  of  poisons  by 
other  than  chemists,  and  nothing  short  of  such  a  state  of 
things  would  meet  the  case  for  the  public  dispensers.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  the  only  constituted  authority  for 
dealing  with  this  subject,  was  morally  bound  to  supply  the 
deficiencies  that  existed  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  members  of  the  Society  to  bring  these  deficiencies 
under  notice.  He  would  suggest  that  dispensers  should  have 
a  stronger  and  more  representative  association,  that  all 
should  be  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  that  pro- 
vincial dispensers'  associations  should  be  formed,  and  that  a 
federation  of  provincial  associations  would  result  with  the 
President  of  each  association  forming  a  national  council. 
He  would  urge  likewise  that  provincial  associations  should 
be  directly  represented  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
Council's  time  seemed  so  monopolised  nowadays  by  trade 
matters  that  there  was  no  margin  left  for  dispensers'  griev- 
ances, and  he  thought,  as  the  divisional  secretary  system  was 
a  failure,  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  appoint 
local  secretaries  for  dispensers. 


The  President  said  that  he  heartily  approved  of  all 
Mr.  Peck's  suggestions,  and  hoped  they  would  be  fol- 
lowed up  with  vigour.  Especially  was  he  in  favour  of 
local  representation,  and  he  felt  sure  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  would  help  them  in  the  matter.  The  Council  was 
invariably  courteous  and  willing  to  help  when  approached, 
and  had  promised  him  valuable  aid  in  the  compilation  of  the 
dispensers'  register  the  Association  had  in  hand.  Things 
move  slowly  with  the  Society,  however,  and  they  would  have 
to  await  developments.  The  test-case  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Peck  was  most  necessary,  but  he  was  afraid  that  there  could 
be  no  question  that  at  present  no  legal  qualification  whatever 
is  required  to  act  as  dispenser  in  a  public  institution. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  the  Hon.  Secretary 
(Mr.  H.  T.  Samuel),  Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  "Windmill,  and 
others.  Thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Peck  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering. 


Derby  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  well-attended  meeting  held  on  November  18  the  com- 
munication from  the  P.A.T.A.  in  reference  to  the  Conference 
was  discussed,  and  a  resolution  in  favour  passed.  It  was 
also  reported  that  the  Association  had  sent  letters  to  eight 
manufacturers  whose  goods  are  sold  at  an  unremunerative 
profit,  asking  them  to  consider  the  advisability  of  putting 
their  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  or  otherwise  fixing  a  mini- 
mum selling-price.  Messrs.  Beecham  promptly  sent  a 
representative  to  see  the  various  dealers  in  Derby  with  the 
view  to  an  agreement,  with  the  result  that  selling-prices  have 
been  slightly  advanced.  Messrs.  A.  J.  White  (Limited)  pro- 
mised to  assist  in  securing  advanced  prices  such  as  are  now 
ruling  in  neighbouring  towns.  Messrs.  Morgan  Richards 
replied  saying  the  principal  was  away.  Messrs.  Eno  could 
not  do  anything.  Messrs.  Owbridge,  Whelpton,  and  Scott 
did  not  reply.  The  accounts  for  the  year  were  then  pre- 
sented, showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  14s  lid.  Sir.  Pemble- 
ton  proposed,  and  Mr.  Pattison  seconded,  that  the  sub- 
scription for  the  coming  year  be  2f.  6d.  per  member.  This 
was  agreed  to.  Officers  for  the  year  were  then  elected  as 
follows  :  President,  Mr.  J.  C.  Warrington  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs.  Hefford,  Dawson,  Stevenson,  Southern,  and  Cope; 
Committee,  Messrs.  Pembleton,  Elmitt,  Haynes,  Pattison,  and 
Blaycock  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Readman. 


Three  Towns  Junior  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  7  Whimple  Street,  Plymouth,  on 
Tuesday,  November  25.  Mr.  Groombridge  presided  over  a 
large  attendance.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Stancombe)  said 
he  had  arranged  for  several  lectures  during  the  session,  and 
cordially  invited  the  members  to  attend  a  lantern-display  of 
botanical  slides  on  Friday,  November  28.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  annual  dinner  at  Day's  Restaurant,  Devonport,  on 
December  10. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  usual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Royal 
Institution  on  November  20.  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  presided 
over  a  very  good  attendance. 

Mr.  Joseph  McCaig  and  Mr.  J.  Holden  were  elected  members 
of  the  Society. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth,  seconded  by 
Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham,  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  was  elected  President 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Morgan,  who  has  just  sailed  for  work  in  China, 
in  connection  with  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  was 
elected  a  corresponding  member. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  exhibited  a  specimen  of  Lacnanthes 
tinotoria,  or  spirit-weed,  which  had  recently  been  received 
from  America,  and,  as  the  parcel  happened  to  be  a  particu- 
larly fine  one,  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited) 
asked  the  Association  to  accept  a  specimen.  Mr.  Hornblower 
explained  that  the  drug  has  been  recently  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  medical  profession  as  a  check  to  the  cough 
in  phthisis.  It  is  generally  prescribed  in  the  form  of  a 
tincture. 

Colombia. 

Dr.-  Putnam  then  delivered  an  interesting  account  of  the 
Republic  of  Colombia,  which  he  described  as  a  rich  source 
of  medicinal  and  other  vegetable  products. 
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Dr.  Putnam  dealt  exhaustively  with  the  general  condition 
of  the  Republic  of  Colombia  historically,  politically,  geolo- 
gically, geographically,  and  commercially.  Bogota  is  the 
capital  of  the  Republic,  with  a  population  of  100,000.  Among 
the  industries  that  exist  in  the  Republic  are  the  extraction 
of  indiarubber,  the  collection  of  quinine,  vegetable  ivory,  &c, 
and  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  cocoa,  tobacco,  and  sugar.  The 
country  is  also  rich  in  minerals,  and  is  capable  of  great 
development.  He  dealt  at  length  with  the  political  situation, 
eulogising  the  services  rendered  by  the  various  statesmen 
to  the  Republic.  Bogota  has  a  university  and  a  school  of 
medicine,  in  which  Dr.  Putnam  is  Professor  of  Forensic 
Medicine  and  Toxicology. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Putnam's  address,  which  was 


For  comparison  with  the  others  there  are  inserted  formulae 
for  the  30-per-cent.  carbonate  corresponding  to  the  present 
volumetric  requirements,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  it  admits 
of  as  much  as  60  per  cent,  of  the  acid  carbonate,  or  10  per 
cent,  more  than  that  of  1885,  and,  of  course,  10  per  cent, 
less  of  the  carbamate ;  yet  the  text-book  commentaries  con- 
tinue to  quote  and  calculate  on  the  N3HnC,,05  formula.  The 
present  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  attempt  to  define,  by  a 
chemical  formula,  that  which  its  predecessor  styled  a  "  com- 
pound molecule,"  but  it  is  now  more  aptly  described  as  a 
"  variable  mixture." 

In  preparing  the  official  solutions  of  acetate  and  citrate 
from  materials  of  varying  strengths  the  following  B.P.  factors 
must  be  taken  into  account : — 


B.P,  1898.    1  gram  ammon.  carb.  =  18'0  c.c.  normal. 
1  gram  acid,  citric      =  14'3  „ 
1  gram    „    acetic     =   5'5  „ 

If  materials  are  of  the  above  strength — 

Normal 
Grams  c.c. 
1,000  c.c.  liquor  am.  acetat.  =  am.  cavb.     50-0  (  x  18    =)   900    (■*■  5'5 
1,000  c.c.  am.  citrat.  =  acid,  citric  125-0  (  x  14-3  = )  1787-5  (+  18-0 


Grams 
= )  163-7  acid,  acetic. 
: )  99-3  ammon.  carb. 


listened  to  with  the  greatest  attention,  a  novel  feature  was 
introduced  into  the  meeting  by  the  presentation  of  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  learned  doctor  in  Spanish  by  the  President 
(Mr.  H.  Wyatt,  jun.)  and  the  General  Secretary  (Mr. 
T.  H.  Wardleworth).  The  lecturer  and  the  members  seemed 
gratified  to  see  that,  notwithstanding  the  lamentation 
frequently  expressed  as  to  the  want  of  knowledge  of  foreign 
languages  by  Englishmen,  the  Society  was  so  well  equipped 
in  that  respect. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  then  read  a  paper,  which  had  been 
written  by  himself  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Catford,  on 

Carbonate  of  Ammonium  :  Its  Composition  and 
Organic  Compounds, 
The  authors  said  the  commercial  carbonate  has  varied 
slightly  in  composition  during  the  past  half-century,  but  not 
so  much  as  the  pharmaceutical  definitions.  As  sal  volatile, 
sesquicarbonate,  or  carbonate,  until  1885  it  had  been 
officially  regarded  as  a  homogeneous  salt ;  although  it  had 
long  been  observed,  from  the  action  of  solvents,  water  and 
alcohol,  to  be  capable  of  yielding  two  different  salts,  which, 
represented  in  the  then  prevalent  equivalent  notation  were 
as  follows : — 

NH,   CO.,  HO    %NH3  (C  =  6,0  =  8) 
'  Anhydrous  monocarbonate    17  +  22     —  43'7 
[  Hydrated  bicarbonate    ...    17  +  44  +  18  21-6 
Sesquicarbonate    2NH3  3C02  2HO  28'8 

The  first  being  producible  by  direct  combination  of  dry 
C02  and  NH3  and  also  by  sublimation  from  the  chloride  or 
sulphate  with  carbonate  of  potash  or  soda  instead  of  chalk. 
Any  moisture  produces  hydrated  monocarbonate  ;  this  was 
once  in  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia  as  2(NH3CO.,)HO,  and 
was  formed  in  the  P.L.  process  for  spirit  of  sal  volatile. 
The  plausibility  of  the  ammonium  theory  of  Ampere  led  to 
various  shufflings  of  the  constituent  elements,  so  that  it 
became  successively  carbonate  of  hydramide,  HNA2C02,  also 
carbonamide,  NH2CO,HO,  and,  finally,  the  monobasic  am- 
monium salt  of  the  hypothetical  carbamic  acid,  or 
NH4NH2C02,  in  the  notation  of  to-day.  The  varying  per- 
centages of  ammonia  in  the  carbonates  of  the  last  three 
Pharmacopoeias  are  attributed  entirely  to  varying  proportions 
of  the  two  constituent  salts,  although  analysts,  as  H.  Rose, 
have  found  different  hydrates  in  samples  of  the  sublimed 
preparation. 


But  the  usual  stock  of  carbonate  is  seldom  uniform  in 
strength,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  "  scraping,"  as  the 
Pharmacopoeia  directs,  they  dissolve  any  quantity,  between 
50  and  70  grams,  make  up  to  the  half-litre  mark,  add  a 
5  c.c.  pipetteful  of  water,  mix,  and  titrate  5  c.c.  with  normal 
mineral  acid  (methylorange  indicator).  Suppose  it  equals 
74  c.c,  the  500  c.c.  of  carbonate  will  equal  740  c.c.  normal 
acid.  The  acetic  acid  is  also  titrated  ;  suppose  it  to  be  the 
ordinary  commercial  (sp.  gr.  1-040)  and  that  5  c.c.  of  it 
is  found  equal  to  237*  alkali  (phenolphthalein  indi- 
cator) the  quantity  equivalent  to  the  am.  carb.  will  be 

740x5  _  ^  ^  volume  of  finished  liquor  must  be 

23  7 

made  up  to  740  x  ^  .-=  822  c.c.  For  citrate,  precisely  the 
same  method  is  followed  of  finding  the  equivalent  of  the 
quantity  of  the  carbonate  used  in  cubic  centimetres  of 

normal    ( =  N  c.c.)   and  =  equivalent  quantity  in 

grams  of  citric  acid,  and  the  number  of  grams  of  citric  acid 
multiplied  by  8  =  c.c.  of  solution  to  be  produced.  If  the 
citric  acid  is  dry  it  will  not  require  titration  :  14'3  may 
be  assumed  to  be  the  equivalent  of  1  gram  in  cubic 
centimetres  normal.  The  proportion  of  am.  carb.  even 
if  of  B.P.  strength  will  be  seen  to  be  nearly  four-fifths  or 
eight-tenths  of  the  citric  acid  instead  of  seven-tenths,  as 
suggested  by  the  B.P.  As  the  citrate  solution  requires 
about  double  as  much  carbonate  as  the  acetate  solution 
we  dissolve  the  ammonium  carbonate  in  810  c.c,  titrate  the 
10  c.c,  and  multiply  by  80  to  ascertain  the  equivalent  of 
normal  acid  to  the  800  c.c,  and  this  number  of  cubic 
centimetres  divided  by  14'3  will  be  the  quantity  of  citric 
acid  in  grams  required.  If  the  carbonate  to  be  used  up  is 
all  powdery  (i.e.,  acid  carbonate)  nearly  50  per  cent,  more 
will  be  required  per  litre  than  of  the  30  per  cent.,  and 
as  it  is  only  half  as  soluble,  it  is  better  in  that  case 
to  assay  a  little  of  the  powder,  and  calculate  the 
equivalent  quantity  of  citric  acid  to  the  total  solid  carbonate  ; 
then  use  the  acid  to  dissolve  the  bicarbonate.  The  more  of 
the  water  that  is  used  of  course  the  more  C02  will  be  in  the 
finished  product ;  and  if  it  is  really  of  therapeutic  importance, 
why  not  reintroduce  a  liquor  ammon.  carb.  into  the  next  B.P., 
making  it  equivalent  in  strength  to  acid,  acetic,  dil  1  A  fluid 
ounce  of  the  liquor  ammon.  acet.  contains  5ss.   of  the 


Combined 
Molecular 
"Weights 

Per  cent.  NH3  by 

Per  cent. 
Acid 
Carb. 

(NH3)„C02  NH3H2OCO, 
=  77:55  "              =  78-49 

Ammonia  sesquicarb.,  P.L.  1851   ") 

Ammonia  carbonate,  B.P.  1864                     >1  molecule         +  2  molecules 

Ammonia  carbonate,  N4H16C308,  B.P.  1867  J 

Ammonia  carbonate,  N3HUC.205,  B.P  .1885     1       „              +1  „ 
Ammonia  carbonate,  N7H27Cs013,  B.P.  1898  {1(Nh4'nH2C02)  t  3(NH4HC03)  } 

Formula 

Vol.  Test 

=  234-53 

=  156-04 
=  390-57 

2889 

32-57 
30-36 

28-91 

32-62 
30-49 

66-93 

50-3 
6-29 
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anhydrous  acetate,  while  the  same  quantity  of  liq.  ammon. 
citrat.  contains  5j.  of  the  anhydrous  citrate. 

In  submitting  the  above  general  formulas  for  utilising 
waste  carbonate  of  ammonia  the  authors  do  not  claim  any 
originality — indeed,  since  first  adopting  the  burette  plan,  a 
similar  proposal  was  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  R. 
Hill,  but  it  was  chiefly  concerned  with  determining  the 
neutral  point,  an  uncertain  factor  in  the  B.P.  formula,  and 
no  generally  applicable  factors  were  proposed.  Mr.  Hill's 
normal  acid  and  alkali  were  admittedly  uncertain  as  to 
standard  strength,  and,  in  fact,  were  evidently  weak,  judging 
by  the  citric  acid ;  and  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  was 
apparently  exceptionally  strong  if  only  90  grams  instead  of 
95  was  required  for  120  of  citric  acid.  The  method 
of  calculating  the  volume  of  product  for  any  irregular 
quantity  of  variable  carbonate  may  also  not  have  occurred  to 
everyone. 

To  convert  any  quantity  of  carbonate,  of  varying  strength, 
into  B.P.  solutions  the  method  is  best  to  dissolve  and  find 
equivalent  number  of  cubic  centimetres  of  normal  solution 
(  =  N);  from  N  calculate  equivalent  quantity  of  acid  re- 
quired. N  x  g°  =  volume  (in  c.c.)  of  solution  of  acetate  to 
be  produced;  or  grams  citric  acid  x  8  (in c.c.)  of  solution  of 
citrate  to  be  produced. 

The  authors  were  suitably  and  heartily  thanked  for  their 
valuable  contribution,  the  discussion  on  which  was  deferred 
until  the  members  of  the  Association  had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  it  in  print,  and  considering  it  in  all  its 
details. 

The  two  new  pieces  of  apparatus  for  testing  arsenic  and 
the  new  gas-washer,  to  be  exhibited  by  Mr.  Edwhi  Dowzard, 
F.C.S.,  were  left  over  until  the  next  meeting,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  time. 


School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  November  21  in  the  Lecture  Theatre, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  Mr.  E.  R.  Bennett  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Paterson  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Liquefaction  of 
Gases,"  which  was  illustrated  by  experiments  with  liquid  air, 
and  also  by  lantern-slides.  A  discussion  afterwards  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  Gaesed,  Moore,  Collitt,  and 
Knape  took  part,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
the  lecturer. 


jfeettvttiea. 


A  Stocktaking  Supper. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  S.  Wand  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Leicester,  to  the  number  of  about  forty,  were 
entertained  to  supper  at  the  Clarendon  Restaurant,  Leicester, 
on  November  20,  at  the  close  of  the  annual  stocktaking. 
After  supper  the  room  was  cleared  and  a  most  enjoyable 
smoking-concert  began,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  H. 
Wand.  Pianoforte  solos  were  rendered  by  Mr.  Jelley  (who 
also  acted  as  accompanist)  and  by  Master  Bob  Camamile, 
and  songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Henton,  Knight, 
Hilditch,  Hardy,  Bryant,  Leitch,  and  Camamile. 

Leeds  College  op  Pharmacy. 
The  annual  smoking-concert  of  this  College  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  November  19,  at  the  Tokio  Cafe,  Leeds,  Mr. 
E.  Brier,  of  Elland,  being  in  the  chair.  The  programme  was 
designed  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds,  and  contained  more  than 
fifty  items.  Upwards  of  seventy  gentlemen  were  present. 
The  entertainment  abounded  in  novelties,  including  violin, 
banjo,  and  stannophone  (tin-whistle)  solos,  and  a  great 
feature  of  the  songs  by  the  many  "artistes"  who  appeared 
was  the  clever  way  in  which  extempore  verses  were  worked  into 
the  songs  at  the  expense  of  the  L.C.P.  students.  The  toast 
of  the  evening,  "  The  College,"  was  ably  put  by  Mr.  Swire, 
who,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  pointed  out  that  although 
the  L.C.P.  is  one  of  the  youngest|of  the  colleges,  students  from 
it  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
France,  Italy,  America,  South  Africa,  the  Philippines,  &c. ; 
and  there  are  four  men  now  in  the  College  who  had  served 
in  the  South  African  campaign.  The  proceedings  were  brought 
to  a  close  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


London  College  of  Chemistry. 
Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  T.  Edward  Lescher,  the 
London  College  Football  Club  held  their  annual  smoking- 
concert  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  on 
November  22.  The  principal,  Mr.  H.  Wootton,  B.Sc.  (Lond.), 
was  unfortunately  unable  to  be  present  through  illness.  In 
proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Football  Club,"  the 
Chairman  alluded  to  the  advantages  of  football  as  a  means 
of  recreation,  incidentally  mentioning  the  case  of  the  student 
who  got  ploughed  because  he  worked  hard  day  and  night, 
but  did  not  play  football.  It  was  the  all-round  man  with 
common  sense  who  eventually  succeeded.  Mr.  Spouncer  (with 
whose  name  the  toast  was  coupled)  replied,  stating  that  the 
club  had  so  far  played  five  matches  and  won  four.  Three  of 
these  had  been  played  with  other  pharmacy  schools,  all  of 
which  they  had  won.  (Loud  applause.)  The  musical  pro- 
gramme was  mostly  carried  out  by  members  of  the  club,  and 
included  Messrs.  Benson,  Evans,  Godding,  Moss,  Webb,  Vallet, 
and  the  Kew  Glee-singers  (Messrs.  Yal  Richer,  Wood, 
Turner,  and  Hunt).  The  concert  was  a  financial  success, 
benefiting  to  the  extent  of  1Z. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association. 

By  way  of  closing  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
Dundee  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  a 
dinner  for  members  of  the  local  committees  was  held  in  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  Dundee,  on  Wednesday,  November  19.  The 
company  numbered  fifty,  and  included  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss 
Kerr,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  A.  B.  Anderson,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Russell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hardie,  Mr.  Storrar  and  Miss 
Storrar,  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Park,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greig,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forsyth,  Bailie  Doig,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Doig.  Mr.  and  Miss 
Ferrier,  Bailie  and  Mrs.  McKinnon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Peebles,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Thomson,  Mr. 
and  Miss  Ford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harley,  Messrs.  W.  Cummings, 
J.  R.  Taylor,  C.  Young,  W.  Walker,  and  M.  Macfarlane. 

After  dinner,  Mr.  Chas.  Kerr  (Chairman)  gave  the  Royal 
toasts  and  "  Success  to  the  B.P.C.,"  saying  in  regard  to  the 
last  that  it  had  done  good  work  for  pharmacy,  and  is  not  on 
the  wane.  He  also  referred  to  the  work  done  by  the  Local 
Secretary  (Mr.  William  Cummings),  which  all  his  fellow- 
workers  appreciated,  and  desired  to  recognise  by  presenting 
him  with  a  piece  of  silver  plate.  Mr.  Kerr  then  uncovered 
a  beautiful  example  of  the  silversmith's  art,  in  the  form  of  a 
square  salver,  richly  decorated,  and  bearing  the  following 
inscription  : — 

Presented  to  Mr.  "William  Cummings,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Forfarshire  District  Chemists'  Association,  in  recognition  of  his 
services  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  Dundee,  1902. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cummings,  in  the  course  of  a  brief  and  feeling 
reply,  attributed  much  of  the  success  of  the  August  meeting 
to  the  hearty  [co-operation  of  Messrs.  Charles  Kerr,  A.  B. 
Anderson,  James  Russell,  and  J.  M.  Hardie,  as  well  as  the 
Ladies'  Committee  and  its  President  (Mrs.  A.  B.  Anderson). 

Other  toasts  were  "The  Forfarshire  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion," by  Mr.  Storrar ;  reply  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Anderson.  "  Council 
and  City  of  Dundee  "  ;  reply  by  Bailie  Doig.  "  The  Ladies," 
by  Mr.  Ford;  reply  by  Mr.  James  Russell.  "The  Hon. 
Treasurer,"  by  Mr.  Gray ;  reply  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Hardie.  "  The 
Chairman,"  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson.  "  The  Croupiers,"  by 
Mr.  Harley  ;  reply  by  Mr.  Park.  Songs  were  given  at 
intervals  by  Mrs.  Gray,  Mrs.  Park,  Miss  Anderson,  and  Mr. 
Russell ;  and  recitations  by  Miss  Kerr  and  Mr.  Kerr.  There- 
after the  ladies  withdrew  to  the  drawing-room,  while  the 
gentlemen  enjoyed  a  smoke. 

Assistants'  Reunion. 

The  annual  reunion  or  smoking-concert  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  was  held  at  Frascati's  Restaurant, 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  November  23.  Mr.  W.  J.  Rogerson  was  . 
in  the  chair,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen, 
Mr.  R.  Bremridge,  Mr.  Latreille,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Dodd, 
Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers,  Mr.  Pentney,  Mr.  Watson-Will.  Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  R,  H.  Jones,  Mr.  George  Roe,  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Mr. 
C.  T.  Martin,  and  several  of  the  delegates  who  came  to 
London  for  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention.  The  attendance  was 
excellent,  there  being  but  few  vacant  chairs  in  the  large 
banqueting-hall.  The  programme  was  a  good  one,  a  new 
turn  being  that  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  "  the  Austra'ian  Orpheus" 
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in  his  imitations  of  musical  instruments.  The  National 
Anthem  brought  the  reunion  to  a  close  at  about  11.30  P.M. 

A  Plymouth  Dinner. 

The  Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association  held 
their  annual  dinner  on  November  26,  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney 
(President)  in  the  chair.  After  a  well-served  dinner,  Mr. 
G.  Breeze  proposed  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society."  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
thirty-four  years,  and  considered  that  the  Council  performed 
very  important  service  to  chemists,  who  had  reason  to  be 
especially  grateful  for  the  careful  way  the  Benevolent  Fund 
was  administered.  The  Council  also  devoted  a  great  deal 
of  time  to  the  education  question,  which  would  benefit 
future  generations  of  chemists.  As  to  the  protection  that 
should  be  given  to  chemists,  the  law  was  not  exactly  fair,  and 
he  hoped  that  before  long  legislation  would  be  introduced  to 
remedy  the  defects.  If  the  Council  had  been  properly  sup- 
ported by  the  profession,  they  would  have  been  able  to  do  much 
more.  Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  responding,  said  the  greatest  grumblers 
were  those  who  did  nothing  to  help  to  remove  the  grievances. 
Members  of  Council  had  great  personal  interests  at  stake, 
and  to  think  such  men  would  do  anything  derogatory  to  the 
honour  or  interests  of  the  general  body  of  chemists  would  be 
the  height  of  imbecility.  The  Council  much  regretted  the 
loss  of  Mr.  Hunt  as  divisional  secretary.  The  Benevolent 
fund  was  doing  great  and  good  work ;  the  Council  made 
monthly  casual  grants  of  about  a  hundred  pounds,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  large  number  of  annuitants  who  received  501.  a 
year.  At  Christmas  there  were  five  vacant  annuities,  for 
which  there  were  six  applicants,  all  of  whom  deserved  sym- 
pathy. He  hoped  that  when  the  Pharmacy  Bill  came  before 
Parliament  it  would  do  good  to  chemists  and  druggists,  and 
protect  the  interests  of  the  public.  They  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  proceeded  with  in  the  near  future.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
had  said  in  so  many  words  that  the  law  as  regarded  the 
public  and  the  practice  of  pharmacy  was  in  a  very  rotten  state 
Mr.  Lake  proposed  "  The  Local  Society,"  and  mentioned  that 
Mr.  A.  D.  Breeze  had  been  the  mainspring  of  the  Mercantile 
Association.  He  also  urged  the  younger  members  to  make 
full  use  of  the  educational  facilities  offered  by  the  technical 
schools.  The  President,  who  was  enthusiastically  received, 
said  they  lived  in  critical  times,  and  if  ever  local  associations 
were  necessary  it  was  to-day.  All  were  indebted  to  the 
founders  of  the  Plymouth  Association.  The  two  important 
questions  before  chemists  at  the  present  were  as  to  fighting 
a  test-case  in  regard  to  titles  and  as  to  the  new  Pharmacy 
Act.  A  new  Act  was  certainly  necessary.  (Applause.)  The 
remaining  toasts  were  "The  Officers  of  the  Association,"  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Goodwin  and  acknowledged  by  Messrs.  Barge 
and  Fairweather,  and  "  The  Secretary  of  the  Dinner  Com- 
mittee," proposed  by  the  President  and  responded  to  by  Mr. 
A.  D.  Breeze. 

General  HDeMcal  Council. 


THE  autumn  meeting  opened  on  Tuesday  at  the  head- 
quarters in  Oxford  Street,  London.  All  the  members 
were  present,  including  the  new  knight,  Sir  Victor  Horsley, 
M.B.,  the  notification  of  whose  re-election  as  direct  repre- 
sentative for  England  was  the  first  business  of  the  Council. 
Sir  William  Turner  (President)  delivered  an  address  of  more 
than  usual  length,  describing  the  nature  of  the  business  to 
be  transacted.  In  the  course  of  it  he  referred  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  International  Conference  for  the  Unification 
of  the 

Pharmacopceial  Formulae  of  Potent  Drugs  and 
Preparations, 

held  at  Brussels  on  September  15  to  20  of  the  present  year, 
saying  that  they  have  been  reported  on  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  who,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Council,  was  nominated  as  a  delegate  thereto.  Eighteen 
European  Governments  and  the  United  States  of  America 
were  represented  by  specially  appointed  delegates,  the 
British  representatives  being  Dr.  MacAlister  (nominated  by 
the  Council)  and  Surgeon  Lieut.-Colonel  Reid  (nominated  by 
the  Government  of  India).  Certain  important  conclusions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  with  the  object  of  eliminating, 


by  means  of  an  international  agreement,  the  dangers  to  life 
and  health  arising  from  the  wide  differences  which  exist  in 
the  various  national  Pharmacopoeias  as  regards  the  potency 
and  strength  of  dangerous  drugs  called  by  the  same  or 
similar  names.  It  was  further  resolved  to  request  the 
Belgian  Government,  which  lias  so  laudably  interested  itself 
in  this  question,  to  establish  in  Brussels  an  international 
bureau  of  information  and  intercommunication,  with  the 
purpose  of  promoting  uniformity  of  action  among  the 
authorities  which  control  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  countries 
represented  at  the  Conference.  Dr.  MacAlister's  report 
will  naturally  be  referred  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee 
for  consideration ;  meanwhile  he  has  received  from  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Privy  Council  an  expression  of  thanks 
for  his  services  as  the  representative  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. (Hear,  hear.)  The  rest  of  the  afternoon  was  devoted 
to  the  formal  receipt  of  reports. 

Penal  Cases 

were  considered  on  Tuesday,  and  the  name  of  the  following 
was  struck  off  the  register  for  infamous  conduct  in  a  pro- 
fessional respect : — 

Alfred  H.  Goodwin,  L.B.C.P.E.,  &c,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Devon. 

We  shall  report  these  matters  and  the  rest  of  the  proceed- 
ings more  fully  next  week. 


Scientific  progress. 


Otto  of  Roses. — Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.,  in  the  current  issue 
of  their  BericJU,  draw  attention  to  a  new  adulterant  of  otto  of  rose 
consisting  of  a  mixture  of  salol  and  antipyrin,  which  was  used  to 
raise  the  melting-point  of  a  sample  adulterated  with  oil  of 
geranium. 

Stropnmthus-roots. — Karsten  (Ber.  d.  Deutsche  Pharm. 
Gesellschaft,  1902,  241)  has  examined  the  roots  of  Strophanthus 
hispidus,  and.  has  found  them  to  contain  strophanthin,  choline, 
and  trigonellin.  A  further  examination  of  the  strophanthin 
combination  is  proceeding. 

Artificial  Camphor,— According  to  an  American  patent 
artificial  camphor  (identical  with  natural  camphor)  may  be  pre- 
pared by  treating  water-free  turpentine  with  oxalic  acid,  whereby 
pinyl  formate  is  produced.  This  is  distilled  with  lime,  and 
borneol  and  camphor  result,  which  may  be  distilled  off. — Pharm. 
Central,  1902,  566. 

Balsam  of  Peru. — Glucksmann  (Zeit.  Apotheker-Verein, 
1902,  1246)  gives  the  following  figures  for  pure  balsam  of  Peru. 
These  are  evidently  for  the  ordinary  balsam,  not  the  so-called  "  bark 
balsam,"  obtained  by  a  process  which  gives  a  higher  yield  and  a 
higher  sp.  gr.  :  Sp.  gr.,  1*135  to  1-146  :  saponification-number,  229'6 
to  234  ;  cinnamein,  53  per  cent,  to  53'5  per  cent.  ;  saponification- 
number  of  cinnamein,  244  to  246'3. 

Tbe  Zonone  Patents. — Haarmann  and  Beimer  have  obtained 
a  new  patent  dealing  with  the  preparation  of  ionone  (No.  129,027 
D.R.P.)  Pseudionone  is  transformed  into  a  mixture  of  alpha-  and 
beta  ionone  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  latter  isomer  being 
in  excess  when  strong  sulphuric  acid  is  used.  The  present  patent 
provides  for  the  use  of  strong  phosphoric  acid  for  the  condensation. 
The  product  is  then  found  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  alpha- 
ionone. 

The  Constituents  of  Lemon  Oil. — German  chemists 
have  again  attacked  the  question  of  the  constituents  of  lemon  oil. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  recent  work 
on  this  oil  has  been  done  by  English  chemists,  whose  preliminary 
communications  have  been  foil  >wed  up  by  German  chemists. 
Schimmel's  chemists  have  isolated  methyj  heptenone  and  terpineol 
from  the  oil.  They  are  now  quite  in  agreement  with  Child  and 
Burgess  as  to  the  presence  of  pinene  in  the  oil  as  a  normal  con- 
stituent. 

GentioDiose. — Bourquelot  and  Herissey  have  now  succeeded 
in  obtaining  gentiobiose,  the  product  of  hydrolysis  of  the  triose, 
gentianose,  in  a  crystalline  condition,  and  have  thus  been  able  to 
definitely  establish  its  composition  and  properties.  When  crystal- 
lised from  methyl  alcohol  it  retains  two  molecules  of  the  latter, 
and  has  the  formula  C^H^On  +  2CH.-OH.  It  melts  at  86°,  or 
when  the  alcohol  of  crystallisation  is  driven  off,  at  about  190°- 
195°.  It  is  dextrorotatory,  and  exhibits  the  phenomenon  of  multi- 
rotation.  After  a  few  hours  the  rotation  becomes  constant, 
[<x]d  =  +  8°  33'.  A  nearly  identical  figure  was  obtained  by 
crystallising  from  ethyl  alcohol. — Journal  de  Pharmacie,  1902, 
417. 
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THE  medical  papers  have  during  the  past  few  months  been 
an  excellent  proof  of  the  comparatively  small  part  that 
medicines  now  play  in  the  treatment  of  maladies,  but  the 
British  Medical  Journal  for  October  18  makes  some  amends 
by  reporting  upon  the  Section  of  Pharmacology  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  meeting  held  this  summer. 
Professor  C.  K.  Marshall  described  the  action  of 

Heroin  and  Dionin 

on  the  respiration.  He  pointed  out  at  the  outset  that  they  were 
introduced  into  therapeutics  about  the  same  time,  with  the 
same  intent,  and  by  different  firms  ;  hence  they  have  given 
rise  to  more  controversy  than  their  action  warrants.  He 
described  the  chemical  constitution  of  the  substances  and  a 
number  of  experiments  upon  animals  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mine more  accurately  their  utility  in  medical  treatment  as 
compared  with  morphine  and  codeine.  He  found  that 
dionin  is  slightly  more  sedative  than  codeine,  while  heroin 
has  a  much  greater  effect  upon  the  respiratory  centre.  He 
is  doubtful,  however,  whether  its  action  (which  is  akin  to 
that  of  digitalis  on  the  heart)  will  prove  of  much  use  thera- 
peutically. Professor  R.  B.  Wild  expressed  the  opinion  that 
heroin  has  no  special  advantages  over  morphine,  provided  the 
latter  is  given  in  carefully  regulated  doses. 

Oils  and  Emulsions 

were  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  John  W.  Wells,  D.Ph., 
F.C.S.,  of  Blackburn.  This  deals  with  cod-liver  oil,  Scott's 
cod-liver  oil  emulsion,  and  Angier's  petroleum  emulsion.  Why 
Dr.  Wells  selected  proprietary  preparations  for  experiment 
and  not  emulsions  made  by  himself  does  not  appear.  His 
plan  was  to  add  to  the  diet  a  definite  weight  of  each 
article,  and  make  analyses  of  the  urine  and  fasces  of  the 
individuals  experimented  upon.  He  thus  found  that  petro- 
leum was  practically  all  eliminated  and  not  absorbed, 
while  nearly  all  the  cod-liver  oil  and  cod-liver  oil  emulsion 
given  was  absorbed.  At  the  same  time  the  appetite  was 
increased  to  the  extent  of  113  grams  of  dry  food 
in  three  days  when  Scott's  emulsion  was  given, 
and  to  the  extent  of  30  grams  only  when  cod- 
liver  oil  alone  was  given.  About  100  grams  of  the  cod-liver 
oil  (in  emulsion  or  plain)  was  added  to  the  daily  diet,  and  it 
was  noticed  that  it  increased  the  absorption  of  the  other 
fats  of  the  foods  to  a  marked  degree,  and  the  adjuncts  to 
the  oil  in  the  emulsion — namely,  glycerin  and  hypophos- 
phites — had  some  influence  "  in  promoting  metabolism  and 
producing  changes  in  physiological  units."  Dr.  Wells  dis- 
puted the  correctness  of  Moller's  theory  as  to  the  four-bonded 
hydroxy  group  in  the  peculiar  fatty  acid  of  cod-liver  oil,  and 
he  dealt  briefly  with  Gautier's  observations  on  the  active 
principles  of  cod-liver  oil,  concluding  with  the  observation 
that  amongst  cod-liver-oil  emulsions  he  has  found  some 
separate,  so  that  the  amount  of  oil  in  one  spoonful  will  vary 
300  per  cent,  from  that  of  another. 

The  Introduction  of  Phenolphthalein 

as  a  purgative  under  the  name  of  Purgen  was  the  subject 
of  a  paper  by  Professor  F.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  of  King's  College, 
London.  The  author  dealt  incidentally  with  anthraquinone, 
anthrapurpurin,  and  chrysophanic  acid,  and  showed  their 
relation  to  phenolphthalein  and  alizarine  by  means  of  graphic 
formulas.  The  history  of  the  use  of  phenolphthalein  was 
thus  told : — 

It  was  found  necessary  for  administrative  purposes  in  Austria- 
Hungary  to  earmark  a  certain  kind  of  wine.  This  could  best  be 
done  by  adding  to  it  a  substance  which,  while  colourless  itself, 
readily  developed  a  characteristic  colour  upon  the  addition  of  some 
simple  reagent.  After  some  initial  experimentation,  the  substance 
chosen  for  addition  to  this  wine  was  the  long-used  chemical  indi- 
cator, phenolphthalein.  What  fitted  it  pre-eminently  for  the 
purpose  of  earmarking  the  wine  was  the  fact  that  upon  the  addi- 
tion of  an  alkali  to  its  solutions,  owing  to  the  formation  of  a  salt, 
they  assume  a  very  brilliant  purple  colour.  Pharmacological 
experiments  had  previously  shown  that  phenolphthalein  in  doses 
amounting  to  1  gr.  per  kilo  body- weight  caused  no  symptoms  when 
administered  to  animals. 

The  wine  to  which  the  substance  had  been  added  went  into 


consumption  on  the  commercial  scale,  and  the  result  was  interest- 
ing both  to  the  consumer  and  to  the  pharmacologist.  The  indi- 
viduals who  drank  the  wine  soon  suffered  from  diarrhoea,  and  the 
diarrhoea  continued  so  long  as  the  wine  was  consumed.  Subse- 
quently, phenolphthalein  was  carefully  examined  with  regard  to 
its  action  upon  the  bowels,  and  it  was  clearly  demonstrated  by 
Vamossy  that  it  invariably,  even  in  small  doses,  acted  as  a  purga- 
tive. These  initial  researches  have  been  amply  confirmed,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  phenolphthalein  we  have  an  important 
addition  to  our  stock  of  purgatives. 

The  new  purgative  is  put  up  under  the  name  of  "  Purgen," 
in  tablets  varying  in  size  from  J  gr.  to  7^  gr.,  there  being 
"infant  purgen  tablets"  and  "adult  purgen  tablets."  The 
results  seem  to  justify  the  following  conclusions  : — 

1.  For  children,  phenolphthalein  in  doses  of  from  f-  to  2\  gr.  i3 
a  useful  aperient. 

2.  For  ordinary  adults  this  drug  must  be  given  in  doses  of  from 
U  to  4A  gr. 

3.  In  cases  of  obstinate  constipation  the  dose  must  be  increased 
to  15  gr. 

4.  Phenolphthalein  produces  purgation  in  jaundice.  It  has  no 
irritating  action  upon  the  kidneys  ;  its  depressant  action  upon  the 
circulation  is  less  than  that  of  magnesium  sulphate. 

It  is  decidedly  inconvenient,  we  think,  that  such  a  well- 
known  article  as  phenolphthalein  should  have  attached  to  it 
a  proprietary  name,  and  ib  seems  advisable  that  both  phar- 
macists and  physicians  should  recognise  from  the  outset  that 
phenolphthalein  is  the  remedy,  and  that  it  should  be  pre- 
scribed and  dispensed  as  such.  We  regret  to  note  that 
Professor  Tunnicliffe  made  no  observation  on  this  point. 

Professor  Marshall  and  his  assistant,  Dr.  J.  H.  Wigner, 
contributed  a  note  on  the  pharmacological  action  of 

Mannitol  Pentanitrate, 

which  appears  to  be  a  likely  substitute  for  erythrol  tetra- 
nitrate.  Double  the  dose,  however,  is  required,  but  mannitol 
pentanitrate  is  the  cheaper.  Referring  to  the  explosive 
character  of  erythrol  tetranitrate,  the  authors  said  : — 

The  objection  to  erythrol  tetranitrate  is  its  explosiveness.  When 
rapidly  heated,  sometimes  when  struck,  it  detonates  and  dis- 
appears. If  handled  with  ordinary  care,  however,  it  is  quite 
harmless.  It  can  be  made  perfectly  so  by  mixing  it  with  oil  of 
theobroma,  which  is  easily  done  by  melting  and  then  converting 
this  into  tabellse.  And  this,  besides  being  the  best  form,  ought 
to  be  the  most  economical,  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  crystallise  the 
nitrate  previous  to  mixing  it  with  the  cocoa-butter.  Mannitol 
pentanitrate  in  this  respect  possesses  advantages  over  erythrol 
tetranitrate,  since  it  is  more  stable  and  much  more  soluble  in  oil 
of  theobroma. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  paper  is  that  of  Sir  T.  Lauder 
Brunton,  M.D.,  on  the  use  of 

Alkalies  in  Relieving  Pain. 

The  eminent  physician  had  the  misfortune  lately  of  con- 
tracting blood-poisoning,  with  the  result  that  he  had  a  crop 
of  painful  boils.  He  observed  that  the  boils  became  most 
painful  about  three  hours  after  a  meal,  when  the  blood  had 
been  deprived  of  much  of  its  alkali  through  the  process  of 
digestion.  He  therefore  reasoned  that  if  he  were  to  take 
some  alkali  the  pain  of  the  boils  would  be  abated.  He  there- 
fore took  from  half  to  a  whole  teaspoonful  of  sodium 
bicarbonate  by  the  mouth  with  good  results,  and  a  few  days 
later  applied  a  solution  of  sodium  bicarbonate  to  the  boils 
with  the  result  that  the  intense  stinging  pain  was  relieved  in 
a  few  minutes. 

Hypodermic  Purgatives 
were  the  subject  of  a  communication  by  Professor  Walter  E. 
Dixon,  M.D.,  of  Cambridge.  This  described  the  action  of 
aloes,  colocynth,  senna,  and  podophyllin,  subcutaneously  or 
intravenously  injected,  special  attention  being  given  to  the 
action  of  the  active  principles  of  podophyllin.  Salines  were 
also  referred  to,  as  well  as  some  drugs  of  the  morphine  series, 
such  as  apocodeine.  The  other  papers  are  of  a  more  strictly 
physiological  character. 


"Yes,"  said  the  old  doctor,  "you  should  try  to  have  your  own 
carriage,  by  all  means.    Because  when  you  want  to  get  to  a  patient 

quickly  "    "  Oh,"  interrupted  the  young  M.D.,  "  I  don't  think 

any  patient  who  sent  for  me  would  be  likely  to  die  before  I  reached 
him."    "  No ;  but  he  might  recover  before  you  got  there." 
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Business  Changes. 


Mr.  H.  Lamb  has  bought  the  branch  business  of  Messrs. 
Barnard  &  Son,  chemists,  51  High  Road,  Stamford  Hill,  N. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Reeve,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed  from 
Midland  Arcade,  Birmingham,  to  New  Street,  Birmingham. 

The  business  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Newc'ombe,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Minehead,  has  been  sold  to  his  son,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Newcombe. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Blacklock,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly 
of  Old  Steyne,  Brighton,  will  shortly  open  a  pharmacy  at 
Crawley,  Surrey. 

Messrs.  Little  &  Crawford  have  purchased  the  two  busi- 
nesses of  the  late  Mr.  F.  M.  Walton,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
Station  Road,  Horley,  Surrey. 

Messrs.  Scott  &  Bowne  (Limited)  intimate  that  they 
have  removed  their  offices  from  95  to  98  Great  Saffron  Hill  to 
10  &  11  Stonecutter  Street,  Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C. 

Mr.  E.  Ward,  chemist  and  druggist,  from  Bournemouth, 
has  purchased  the  business  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  F. 
Warneford,  at  Queen's  Road,  Brighton. 

Mr.  David  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  College 
Green,  Towyn,  has  taken  over  the  business  formerly  carried 
on  at  Towyn  by  the  late  Mr.  R.  J.  Roberts,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  J.  Boxd,  chemist  and  druggist,  after  carrying  on 
business  for  twenty-nine  years  in  the  Market  Place,  Somerton, 
has  retired,  and  the  business  will  no  longer  be  carried  on  as 
a  chemist's. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  T.  Jones,  Charles  Street, 
Milford  Haven,  has  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Harries, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  will  carry  it  on  as  a  branch  under 
the  old  name. 

THE  branch  business  of  Mr.  J.  Parry,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  at  Sennybridge,  Breconshire,  has  been  sold  to  his 
nephew,  Mr.  W.  Davies,  who  will  carry  it  on  under  the  style 
of  "  J.  Parry  &  Co." 

Messrs.  J.  M.  Crosby  (Limited),  chemists  and  druggists, 
of  73  Newborough,  Scarborough,  have  purchased  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Eccles,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
9  Westbrook,  Scarborough. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Bolitho,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
manager  for  Mr.  Richards,  chemist,  Gillingham,  Dorset,  has 
taken  over  the  business  until  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  H.  T. 
Andrews,  chemist,  at  36  Pevensey  Road,  Eastbourne. 


Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). — At  the  annual  meeting  on 
November  27,  held  at  Winchester  House,  London,  the  Chairman 
(Mr.  J.  R.  Brough),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  board  in  keeping  up  the  prices  and  putting 
up  with  smaller  profits  had  resulted  in  increased  sales  during  the 
past  year,  and  they  followed  it  as  their  true  policy  in  the  future. 
They  had  kept  their  customers,  while  increased  sales  at  reduced 
cost  was  justified,  as  was  shown  in  the  vastly  improved  condition 
of  affairs.  There  was  every  indication  that  the  new  shops  would 
be  successful,  particularly  in  the  case  of  Chiswick.  Progress  was 
slow,  hut  this  was  not  astonishing  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Messrs. 
Boots  had  opened  a  shop  there.  From  the  report  it  would  be 
seen  that  their  gross  profits  were  nearly  2,000?.  better,  and  the 
balance-sheet  showed  that  stocks  had  somewhat  increased — a 
little  over  1,000?.,  and  this  was  accounted  for  by  their  now  owning 
twenty-four  shops,  against  twenty  last  year.  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Matterson.  Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  White  made  a 
demand  for  a  trading  account,  but  the  Chairman  said  that  was  un- 
usual, and  on  being  put  to  the  vote  the  meeting  decided  against  it. 
Mr.  White  having  made  some  further  critical  remarks,  the  Chair- 
man replied  that  Mr.  Hancock's  remarks  were  actuated  by  personal 
matters  ;  he  had  been  manager  at  one  of  the  sdiops  where  a  loss  of 
over  200?.  was  made  in  one  year,  and  was  converted  into  a  profit 
of  365?.  in  the  year  following  his  dismissal.  The  directors  received 
no  travelling  expenses,  and  the  auditors  were  chosen  by  the  share- 
holders. The  motion  was  carried,  with  two  dissentients.  Mr.  W.  B, 
Trick  was  re-elected  a  director,  and  Messrs.  Viney,  Price,  and 
Goodyear  were  re-appointed  auditors,  at  a  fee  of  120?.,  an  advance 
of  20?.  on  last  year.    (For  report,  see  page  882.) 


Grabe^marks  HppUefc  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentionei  applications 
shoul.1  be  lodged  with  O.  N.  Daltqn,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller -General  of 
Pat  ints,  Designs,  an  3  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  12, 1902.) 

"Antipon"  (no  claim  for  "  Anti ") ;  for  chemicals.  By  C.  H. 
Atkinson,  52  Fleet  Street,  E.C.  248,797. 

"Neurateen"  (no  claim  for  "Neura");  for  a  medicine.  By 
De  Carle  &  Son,  9  St.  Augustine's  Street,  Norwich.  249,091. 

"Millennium";  for  goods  in  Class  5.  By  W.  Vernon  &  Sons, 
8  Brunswick  Street,  Liverpool.  247,735. 

"  Zamaz  "  ;  for  sanitary  towels  and  surgical  bandages.  By  R. 
Ecroyd,  26  Brook  Street,  Bradford.  248,837. 

"Karamello"  (no  claim  for  "Caramel");  for  a  brewing- 
material.  By  Johnson's  Saccharum  Company  (Limited), 
Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford,  E.  247,035. 

"  Escoya  " ;  (no  claim  for  "  Esco  ") ;  for  food-flavouring.  By 
F.  W.  Hampshire  &  Co.,  2  Wood  Street,  Derby,  manufactur- 
ing chemists.  248,759. 

"Carbosil"  (no  claim  for  "Carbo");  for  a  water-softener  and 
bleaching- sola.  By  J.  Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited),  Warring- 
ton. 248,801. 

Artistic  design  ;  for  perfivnery,  &o.  By  the  Me-Mosa  Company, 
46  Dover  Street,  W.    2 16,369. 

(From  the  "  T rale-mirks  Journal,"  November  19.) 

"Camphorite"  (no  claim  for  "Camphor");  for  a  camphor- 
substitute  in  Classes  1  and  2.  By  Harnett  &  Co.  (Limited), 
7  Danes  Inn,  Strand.    247,807  and  247,808. 

"Cellit"  (no  claim  for  "Cell")  ;  for  chemicals  and  pharmaceu- 
tical products.  By  the  Bayer  Company  (Limited),  Elber- 
feld,  c/o  Newton  &  Son,  6  Bream's  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  E.C.    249,212  and  249,213. 

"  Lactofebrin  "  (no  claim  for  "  Lacto ") ;  for  a  veterinary 
medicine.  By  J.  J.  Forbes,  Mayfield,  Denny,  N.B.,  chemist. 
247,360. 

"  Petrogen  "  (no  claim  for  "  Petro  ") ;  for  chemicals  in  Classes 
2  and  3,  and  for  perfumery,  &c.  By  Brady  &  Martin, 
Newcastle-oil- Tyne,  minufacturing  pharmaceutical  chemists. 
248,973,  248,974,  and  248,975. 

"  Junofloris  " ;  for  a  liquid  preservative  for  cut  flowers.  By 
A.  G.  A.  Harness,  117  Oxford  Street,  W.  249,333. 

"  Antilithine  "  and  "  Velads  "  ;  for  a  medicine  and  for  com- 
pressed tablets.  By  H.  W.  K.  Pears,  16  Western  Road, 
Hove.    247,606  and  277,959. 

Picture-design  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Dr.  Dezso  Bayer,  Buda  Pesth, 
c/o  Mewburn,  Ellis  &  Pryor,  70  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
247,834. 

"  Neurenza  "  (no  claim  for  "  Neura  ") ;  for  medicinal  powders. 
By  H.  Simpson,  695  Great  Eastern  Road,  Glasgow,  chemist 
and  druggist.  248,157. 

"  Anestile  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Dr.  J.  B.  Benguc,  Paris,  c/o 
Haseltine,  Lake  &  Co.,  45  Southampton  Buildings,  W.C. 
248,556. 

"Liqufruta";  for  a  cough-mixture.  By  W.  Homeyard,  trading 
as  the  Mother  Job  Cure  Laboratory,  193  The  Grove,  Cam- 
berwell,  S.E.  249,373. 

"  Rosebud  " ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  J.  Thompson, 
Geoffrey  Street,  Preston.  244,348. 

"  Camborine  " ;  for  toilet- preparations.  By  W.  Thomson, 
153  Byres  Road,  Glasgow,  chemist  and  druggist.  248,621. 

"  Klenzo  "  (no  claim  for  "  Cleanse  "  or  "  Cleans  ") ;  for  a  mouth- 
wash. By  F.  W.  Percival,  23  Long  Causeway,  Peterborough. 
248,700. 


Through  the  Telephone. — Mrs.  Merony :  "Is  that  you, 
doctor  ?  "  Doctor :  "  Yes ;  who  is  it  ?  "  Mrs.  Merony  :  "  Mrs. 
Merony.  Oh,  doctor,  what  shall  I  do  for  the  baby  ?  He  has 
swallowed  a  dime."  Doctor  :  "  Well,  you  surely  don't  want  to 
spend  $2  to  get  a  dime,  do  you  ?  "  And  the  telephone  ceased 
to  work. — Newman  Independent. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  cleeriy  and  concisely 
on  cr.e  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Second  Quality. 

Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  report  of  a  prose- 
cution before  the  Carnarvon  County  Magistrates,  appearing 
in  your  issue  of  to-day's  date,  wherein  the  solicitor  for  the 
defendant  stated  that  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Co.,  his  clients, 
had  received  the  tincture  of  rhubarb  under  dispute  "  in  the 
ordinary  way  from  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  &  Co."  We  beg  to 
point  out  that  the  firm  in  question  have  for  many  years  been 
supplied  by  us  with  a  second-quality  tincture,  knowing  it  to 
be  such.  Yours  truly, 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  Limited 
(J.  Herbert  E.  Evans,  Director). 

Liverpool,  November  22. 

Mother  Seigel's  Ways. 

Sir, — Will  you  please  give  an  unqualified  denial  to  the 
wild  statements,  under  the  heading  of  "  Observations  and 
Reflections,"  in  your  issue  of  November  22,  attributed  to  our 
representative  on  his  recent  visits  to  Cambridge  and  Reading 
whilst  attempting  to  fix  minimum  retail  prices  for  our  pre- 
parations at  the  express  invitation  of  chemists  in  those 
places  ?  Permit  us  to  say  that  our  attitude  has  always  been 
to  assist  the  vendors  of  our  preparations  in  securing  the 
adoption  of  the  highest  scale  of  retail  prices  agreeable  to 
all.  Furthermore,  Messrs.  Boots  are  not  specially  consulted 
with  the  view  to  accommodating  them,  nor  have  we  ever 
been  tempted  by  them  with  the  delightful  offer  of  a  150-gross 
order.  Yours  obediently, 

A.  J.  White  (Limited). 

Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  November  26. 

Labelling  Poisonous  Proprietaries. 

Sir, — Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  states :  "  It  shall 
be  unlawful  to  sell  any  poison  .  .  .  unless  the  box,  bottle, 
vessel,  wrapper,  or  cover  in  which  such  poison  is  contained 
shall  be  distinctly  labelled  ....  with  the  name  and  address 
of  the  seller  of  the  poison."  Does  not  this  require  that  the 
actual  vessel  containing  the  poison  shall  be  so  labelled  ? 
Does  the  common  method  in  vogue  of  placing  one's  name 
and  address  on  the  outside  wrapper  fulfil  the  requirement  of 
the  Act  1  I  refer  particularly  to  the  many  proprietaries 
containing  scheduled  poisons.  On  account  of  the  difficulty 
or  trouble,  without  breaking  open  the  package,  of  reaching 
the  bottle  or  vessel,  the  general  practice  is  to  place  one's 
name  and  address  on  the  outside  wrapper.  Some  proprietors 
encourage  this  by  reserving  a  place  for  seller's  name — i.e., 
Kay's  essence  of  linseed.  Is  this  method  right  ?  I  think 
we  are  harbouring  in  false  security.  I  should  feel  greatly 
favoured  with  yours  and  other  chemists'  opinions  on  the 
matter.  Yours  faithfully, 

R.  C.  A.  (125/41.) 

[The  letter  of  the  law  appears  to  be  fulfilled  by  placing  the  label 
on  the  wrapper  or  cover.  In  one  of  the  Australian  Acts  it  is  made 
clear  that  it  is  the  actual  container  of  the  poison  which  should 
be  labelled,  and  that  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
1868  Act.— Editor.] 

Ext.  Papav.  Alb. 

Sir,— Referring  to  your  reply  to  "  R.  S.  B."  (101/66)  re 
ext.  from  cap.  papav.,  you  replied  January  7,  1899,  in  answer 
to  a  query  of  mine,  that  1  lb.  of  capsules  yielded  about  3  oz. 
of  extract.  I  have  found  a  syrup  made  with  that  proportion 
of  extract  instead  of  from  capsules  answer  very  well  in 
cough-mixtures,  &c.  Yours  very  truly, 

P.  S.  (126/24.) 


Homoeopathic  Medicines. 

Sir, — Probably  it  may  interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  the  position  in  which  we  stand  in  relation  to  homoeo- 
pathic medicines,  as  shown  by  the  following  correspondence. 
I  wrote  the  manufacturers  of  these  medicines  from  whom  I 
draw  my  supplies  asking  whether  the  medicines  they  sent 
me  positively  contained  the  drugs  indicated  by  the  label, 
such  as  arsenicum,  aconiturn,  nux  vomica,  belladonna,  &c.  1 
Their  reply  was  as  follows  : — 

The  medicines  contain  the  drugs  in  their  homoeopathic  attenua- 
tions, and  the  potencies  supplied  if  left  to  us  are  non-poisonousj 
the  poisonous  strengths  only  being  supplied  when  especially 
ordered  by  the  trade. 

I  then  wrote  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  telling  them 
that  the  house  who  supplied  me  with  homoeopathic  medicines 
had  stated  positively  that  their  medicines  did  contain  the 
drugs  indicated  by  the  label,  and  would  they  be  good  enough 
to  inform  the  trade  whether  they  held  these  medicines  liable 
to  the  conditions  of  the  poisons'  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act?  The  reply  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  as 
follows  : — 

In  reply  would  refer  you  to  the  case  of  this  Society  v.  Delve' 
published  in  the  Pharm.  Journal  of  November  4,  1893,  page  378- 
The  decision  in  that  case  would  doubtless  extend  to  the  extreme 
homoeopathic  attenuations,  as  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to 
prove  the  quantity  of  poison  in  them.  Mother  tinctures  must,  of 
course,  bear  a  poison-label. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Richard  Bhemridge. 

Yours  truly. 

Rawtenstall.  Robert  Mountain. 

Mr.  Broadhead  Replies. 

SIR, — I  am  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Federation  that 
prior  to  the  Dundee  meeting  the  titles  question  had  bulked 
largely  in  the  eyes  of  chemists  for  a  long  time.  Quite  so, 
and  every  association  which  had  discussed  the  question 
came  to  an  opposite  opinion  to  that  of  the  Federation, 
and  in  several  cases  resolutions  were  sent  to  the  Council 
urging  the  necessity  of  taking  a  test-case.  If  every  asso- 
ciation in  the  country  had  discussed  the  question  imme- 
diately prior  to  the  Dundee  meeting  there  would  have 
been  an  overwhelming  majority  in  favour  of  a  test-case. 
Nothing  had  occurred  but  what  was  favourable  to  that 
view  until  the  Federation  resolution  transpired.  I  would 
ask  chemists  to  delete  Mr.  MacEwau's  private  opinions 
from  his  Dundee  address,  and  what  have  we  left  ?  A 
selection  of  statements  which  have  appeared  in  the  trade 
Press  any  time  during  the  past  twenty-two  years.  Admitting 
that  previous  discussions  were  based  on  a  fair  general 
knowledge  of  printed  reports,  then  the  only  conclusion  I 
can  come  to  is  that  delegates  from  associations  which  had 
considered  the  matter  were  so  influenced  by  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  MacEwan  as  to  be  in  most  unseemly  haste  to  fall  in 
with  views  contrary  to  their  sense  of  right  and  justice. 
Surely  after  twenty  years  of  grumbling  over  abuses 
and  expressed  desires  for  the  rectification  of  absurdity, 
anomaly,  and  injustice,  it  is  premature  to  renounce  all 
our  claims  to  coherent  common  sense  at  a  week's  notice. 
And  that  in  deference  to  the  opinions  only  of  one  man,  whose 
leanings  and  inclinations  are  so  distinctly  biassed  that  he  has 
for  years  been  in  opposition  to  the  protection  of  the  titles, 
and  twelve  months  ago  was  responsible  for  the  unconditional 
statement,  undei  the  heading  of  "  Legal  "  information,  that 
"limited  companies,  being  outside  the  Act,  may  use  the 
titles."  That  Mr.  MacEwan  honestly  thinks  that  the 
assumption  of  the  titles  is  perfectly  legal  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  it  is  a  biassed  view,  which,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is 
confirmed  by  his  own  deductions  only  and  not  by  legal 
decisions,  was  much  too  readily  accepted  by  delegates  who, 
on  their  own  admission,  had  already  studied  the  question 
and  come  to  opposite  decisions,  but  were  willing  to  throw 
over  both  their  own  opinions  and  the  expressed  wishes  of 
their  Associations  on  the  superficial  basis  of  animadversions 
which  placed  the  matter,  as  they  thought,  in  an  unfavourable 
light.  I  cannot  but  admire  Mr.  MacEwan's  unwavering  and 
rigid  adherence  to  his  own  theories,  and  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  his  precepts  made  an  impression  on  the  meeting, 
but  I  regret  that  he  failed  to  inculcate  by  his  example 
the  virtue  of  consistent  fidelity  to  the  attributes  of  right 
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and  justice  which  are  still  open  to  the  question  of  legality. 
From  my  reading  of  the  report  of  the  Dundee  meeting  I 
gather  that  Mr.  MacEwan  stated  the  case  as  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  several  local  associations  which 
the  Federation  represents.  Mr.  Gifford  defended  the  views 
of  the  Associations,  Mr.  Hill  advocated  a  non-committal 
policy,  which  was  as  far  as  the  Federation  had  a  right  to  go, 
and  the  rest  of  those  present  supported  a  resolution 
practically  expressing  finality,  regardless  of  the  dangerous 
position  a  federation  occupies  when  it  disintegrates  and 
vaporises,  instead  of,  as  its  name  implies,  consolidating  and 
crystallising.  To  ask  the  Associations  to  discuss  the  question 
after  the  Federation  has  finally  settled  it  in  opposition  to 
those  Associations,  is  a  topsy-turvydom  not  conducive  to 
either  patient  bearing  or  impartial  judgment.  If  the 
Federation  had  placed  the  pros  and  eons.,  without  prejudice, 
before  the  Associations,  and  requested  the  various  units 
to  express  their  views,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  com- 
patible for  the  Federation  to  have  consolidated  those  views. 
Such  a  course  would  have  been  adopted  by  a  federation  of 
local  Conservative  associations  or  a  federation  of  local 
tradesmen's  associations.  I  am  told  that  a  federation  of 
local  pharmaceutical  associations  is  different.  It  is,  indeed. 
But  to  take  any  other  question,  say  the  advisability  of  a 
compulsory  curriculum,  with  which  several  Associations  have 
expressed  concurrence,  it  only  requires  an  able  opponent, 
and  the  Federation,  at  a  week's  notice,  would  pass  a  resolu- 
tion opposing  such  a  course.  On  the  subject  of  patent  medi- 
cines local  associations  are  making  efforts  to  improve  our 
position.  Can  the  Federation  decide,  without  placing  its 
views  before  its  constituents,  that  all  such  schemes  are 
futile,  and  unworthy  of  consideration?  I  shall  be  told  that 
these  are  not  parallel  cases;  but  the  principle  involved  is 
exactly  the  same,  and  those  who  think  that  protection  of 
titles  is  a  necessary  concomitant  to  increased  educa- 
tional requirements,  or  that  the  titles  are  as  important 
as  patent  medicines,  will  agree  that  the  action  of  the 
Federation  was  premature,  presumptuous,  and  ultra  vires. 
It  is  the  methods  of  the  Federation,  and  not  the  men,  that 
I  criticise.  The  keynote  of  the  discussion  in  the  interests 
of  registered  chemists  was  unpreparedness.  Now  I  gather 
that  there  is  a  tendency  to  discard  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  as 
the  vital  point,  and  place  the  onus  on  other  speakers,  which 
would  amount  to  the  titles  question  being  in  statu  quo  ante 
Dundee.  Mr.  Newsholme's  remarks  were,  no  doubt,  very 
authoritative  and  pertinent.  Followed  as  they  were  by 
Mr.  Carteighe  and  the  official  journal,  in  at  least  the  tones 
of  officialism,  we  have  the  answer  :  "  It  is  absolutely  useless 
to  take  a  test-case — take  it  yourselves."  I  misconstrued 
those  words  into  a  polite  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
I  stand  corrected.  The  infallibility  of  pharmaceutico-legal 
opinions,  and  the  prospective  possibilities  of  the  draft  Bill 
render  the  Federation's  discussion  and  subsequent  sugges- 
tions utterly  superfluous  if  opinions,  however  august,  are  to 
decide  on  that  important  portion  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  has  never  been  judicially  consummated.  I  may 
remind  Mr.  Merson  that,  as  to  my  sincerity,  I  have  advo- 
cated the  course  I  now  uphold  for  years,  and  it  is  only 
recently  that  the  weak  retort  has  developed  of  telling  private 
members  to  do  the  work  which  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of 
the  Society.  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  tardiness  of  our 
leaders,  neither  have  I  ever  during  any  discussion,  either  at 
meetings  or  in  correspondence,  selected  the  names  of  any 
companies  for  mention.  Some  other  speaker's  words  were 
attributed  to  me  at  Bradford,  together  with  other  matters 
which  were  not  strictly  correct,  and  I  mention  this  only 
because  it  seemed  to  be  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  a  rebuke. 
I  am  as  sincere  a  believer  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  I  am  in 
the  Bible,  and  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Waddington  that  it  is 
absurd  to  accept  the  conclusions  of  unbelievers,  however 
intimate  their  knowledge  of  the  letter  of  the  Act ;  whilst 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  both  its  spirit  and  its  letter  yet 
awaiting  our  uncompromising  adherence. 

Batley,  November  18.  R.  Broadhead. 

Re  Registration. 

Sir, — "Xrayser's"  comments  on  my  letter  re  above  are 
quite  misleading.  All  I  asked  was  why  the  Registrar  allowed 
unqualified  persons  to  use  the  names  and  titles  of  their 
predecessors  in  their  businesses  ;  and  whose  duty  was  it,  if 


not  his,  to  stop  such  practices  ?  How  a  deceased  person  can 
communicate  with  the  Registrar  I  do  not  know.  His  wife  or 
relatives,  if  they  dispose  of  the  business,  have  no  interest  in 
communicating  the  fact  to  the  Registrar.  Further,  I  have 
noticed  advertisements  in  your  columns  of  chemists  who  are 
giving  up  the  trade,  owing  to  ill-health  or  leaving  the 
country,  and  they  recommend  their  businesses  as  being  suit- 
able to  an  unqualified  man ;  naturally  these  persons  will  not 
communicate  with  the  Registrar — e.g., 

FOR  SALE  (owing  to  ill-health),  Mixed  Country  Business,  near 
Manchester ;  returns  over  400?. ;  rent  15Z. ;  price  150/.,  or  a  reason- 
able offer  considered  ;  would  suit  a  beginner  or  an  unqualified  man. 
 ,  Chemist,  . 

I  am  a  young  assistant  who  has  served  some  half-dozen 
years  in  the  trade  in  various  towns  in  South  Wales,  and  I 
find  that  the  complaint  is  growing  that  company  and  un- 
qualified trading  is  sending  the  legitimate  chemist  to  the 
wall,  and  this  makes  one  question  whether  the  title  is  worth 
the  cost  in  time,  brains,  and  money.  There  is  this  to  be 
said  of  the  company-traders— not  one-man  companies,  so- 
called — that  they  employ  qualified  managers,  and  pay  them 
well ;  but  why  unqualified  men  should  be  allowed  by  chemists 
to  trade  I  know  not,  unless  it  be  for  the  reason  given  me  by 
one  chemist,  that  he  kept  a  better  man  out.  If  this  is  so, 
how  mean  and  hypocritical  must  be  their  loud  crying  as  to 
the  invasion  of  their  legal  rights  and  privileges.  Mr.  Brem- 
ridge  writes  of  the  assistance  he  ought  to  get  from  local 
secretaries  of  the  Society.  I  suppose  that  there  are  such  in 
some  of  the  large  towns  in  South  Wales— Cardiff,  Swansea, 
Merthyr,  Carmarthen,  &c.  All  I  have  to  say  is,  these  must 
be  wilfully  blind  or  silent  as  to  the  illegal  trading  at  their 
very  doors.  Yours,  &c, 

Jtjxior.  (118/59.) 

The  Titles  Question. 

Sir, — It  ought  to  be  better  known  that  a  special  com 
mittee  has  been  appointed,  and  is  now  engaged  in  consider 
ing  the  general  question  of  titles — the  titles  which  apper" 
tain,  or  are  supposed  to  appertain,  to  the  qualification  of 
"  chemist  and  druggist."  The  object  of  this  committee  is  to 
decide  whether  we  ought  to  light  on  the  matter  or  not,  and 
to  report  accordingly.  This  agitation  for  a  test-case — which 
was,  by  the  way,  largely  responsible  for  my  election  to  the 
Council,  and  which,  in  spite  of  every  means  being  taken  to 
stifle  it,  has  grown  in  intensity — why  does  it  persist  ?  Be- 
cause it  embodies  a  principle  and  is  the  expression  of  a 
definite  policy.  It  cannot  with  propriety  be  denied  that 
the  Society,  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  law, 
lies  under  the  strongest  moral  obligation  to  conserve  the 
privileges  and  protect  the  titles  it  confers,  and  which  it 
receives  payment  for.  Well,  then,  if  these  privileges  and 
titles  are  interfered  with  or  threattned,  a  policy  of  active 
aggression  to  retain  or  reassert  those  rights  is  directly 
indicated.  For  myself,  my  immediate  objective  is  title.  I 
believe  it  is  possible  to  fight  a  case  involving  this ;  hence  it 
is  plainly  my  duty  to  press  for  a  case,  irrespective  of  other 
circumstances.  But  another  consideration  needs  empha- 
sising. Such  a  plainly  indicated  policy  would  compel  the 
full  application  of  any  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts — e.g.. 
we  have  a  magisterial  decision  which  insists  that  the  name 
of  the  qualified  person  shall  be  on  the  label.  Yet  we  neither 
enforce  this  nor  combat  it,  thus  rendering  ourselves  liable  to 
the  criticism  that  personal  interests  influence  our  administra- 
tion. This  position  I  regard  as  intolerable;  but  His  the  present 
position.  Hair-splitting  as  to  whetherwinninga  titles  test-case 
would  or  would  not  benefit  the  qualified  person,  is  unsuitable 
to  the  present  really  serious  business.  We  require  that 
which  we  have  lacked,  but  with  which  we  started — a  solid 
foundation  fit  for  a  substantial  superstructure.  The  exclu- 
sive right  of  title  and  practice  form  such  a  base,  and  natural 
evolution  may  be  left  to  do  the  rest.  It  is  essential,  how- 
ever, to  start  at  the  bottom  and  work  upwards.  Regarding 
the  urgency  and  seriousness  of  this  matter,  it  will  be  well  if 
anyone  having  points  to  suggest  would  send  them  in  at  once 
for  consideration.  Yours  faithfully, 

Blackburn,  November  18.  R.  Lord  Gifford. 

Profit  and  Loss. 
Sir, — The  subjoined  cutting,  taken  from  the  Grocer  of 
October  25,  is  from  one  of  the  Yinolia  Company's  "  Profit- 


912 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  29,  1902 


and-Loss  "  advertisements.  It  speaks  for  itself.  I  hope  all 
chemists  will  in  the  future  put  the  Vinolia  Company's 
preparations  in  the  background,  and  push  the  goods  of  those 
firms  who  do  not  advise  grocers  to  cut  further  into  our 
business.  Yours  truly, 

Worcester,  November  11.  F.  H.  Horniblow. 

[The  cutting  referred  to  is  as  follows  : — 

The  chemists  are  getting  very  sick  of  proprietary  medicines,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  they  consider  they  have  a  special  education  fitting  them 
for  the  compounding  of  prescriptions,  and  that  when  one  of  the  public 
enters,  instead  of  asking  for  a  proprietary  imixture,  he  really  ought  to  come 
from  the  doctor  with  a  prescription  ;  so  the  chemists  have  brought  out 
mixtures  of  their  own  which  frequently  compete  with  the  wares  of  the  pro- 
prietary manufacturers.  We  believe,  as  a  rule,  their  mixtures  are  excellent, 
but  the  question  of  excellence  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  subject.  The 
point  is  this  :  As  the  chemists  are  "  s  ck  unto  death  "  of  proprietary  goods, 
is  it  not  worth  the  while  of  the  grocer  to  carefully  go  into  the  matter  with 
a  view  to  seeing  which  ones  pay  him  ?  If  the  chemist  says  they  do  not  pay 
him,  should  not  the  grocer  ask  himself  whether  they  pay  him  ?  The  right 
thing  to  do  is  to  look  over  all  the  proprietary  medicines,  perfumes,  and 
toilet-requisites,  &c,  in  which  a  perfectly  enormous  business  is  being  done, 
and  eliminate  all  those  that  do  not  bear  him  a  fair  living  profit.  If  it  is 
"worth  the  trouble  of  the  grocer  to  take  out  a  5s.  patent-medicine  licence,  he 
shou'd  give  this  subject  a  little  thought.  The  business  may  be  made  very 
profitable.— Vinolia  Oojipaxy  (Limited). 

We  do  not  see  anything  in  the  foregoing  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  company  in  our  own  pages. 
Chemists  certainly  want  to  eliminate  the  unprofitable,  and  grocers 
are  welcome  to  take  it  up,  but  the  "  Vinolia "  goods  are  not 
amongst  the  unprofitable — indeed,  that  fact  is  the  basis  of  their 
chapters  on  "  Profit  and  Loss."] 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Xuradial  Rupture-pad. — We  have  before  us  a  letter  from 
Mr.  R.  B.  Macdonald,  dated  November  4,  regarding  the 
complaint  of  a  correspondent  in  our  issue  of  November  8. 
He  explains  that  when  the  pad  was  returned  by  our  corre- 
spondent it  was  in  a  dirty  state,  and  Mr.  Macdonald  gave 
instructions  to  sell  it  and  remit  the  proceeds  to  our  corre- 
spondent. This  letter,  from  which  we  quote,  came  in  reply 
to  one  addressed  to  the  Leeds  office  of  the  Kuradial 
Company,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  the  company  that  we  should 
give  their  side  of  the  matter. 

Thehes  (60;28)  is  a  subscriber  in  Egypt,  who,  like  many  of 
our  subscribers  in  South  Africa,  has  difficulty  in  getting 
British  proprietary  medicines  unstamped.  His  customers  in 
Egypt  have  taxes  enough  of  their  own,  without  helping  to 
pay  ours,  and  he  asks,  "  What  prevents  all  medicines,  whether 
for  home  or  abroad,  being  supplied  '  unstamped  for  dis- 
pensing,' with  the  usual  warning  attached  ?  As  regards 
consignment  to  agents  abroad,  I  buy  (he  adds)  all  my  un- 
stamped medicines  in  London  from  the  wholesale  dealers  in 
the  usual  way  of  business." 


Dispensing  Note. 


Cocaine  and  Iodine. 

Sin, — Would  you  suggest  any  method  in  your  Correspond- 
ence column  of  preparing  the  following  formula  ? — 

Cocain.         ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  ix, 

Adrenalin.  (Presumably  P.,  D.  & 

Co.'s  sol.  adrenalin.  1-1,000)     ...  5iss. 

Iodini  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  iv. 

Aq.  laurocerasi    5ij- 

Glycerin,  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...  §j. 

ES I  have  tried  several  methods,  and  also  have  used  the 
hydrochloride  of  cocaine.  In  every  case  there  was  a  red 
precipitate  of,  perhaps,  cocaine  iodide.  The  formula  appears 
to  be  in  some  journal,  as  I  have  had  the  same  from  several 
medical  men.  I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

G.  B.  (117/62.) 

[The  precipitate  is  an  alkaloidal  periodide,  and  is  unavoidable 
Presenters  should  be  gently  informed  that  the  prescription  is 
hopelessly  incompatible.] 


Legal  Queries. 


120/46.  A.  B. — See  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  for  full  particulars  regarding  the  formation  of  limited 
companies, 


124/42.  Inquirer  asks :  "  Is  it  legal  for  an  unqualified 
manager  at  a  branch  shop  (which  is  connected  by  telephone 
with  the  chief  shop  in  the  same  town)  to  take  orders  for 
poisons  from  customers  ?  The  orders  are  executed  direct 
from  the  chief  shop,  and  no  poisons  are  kept  at  the  branch 
shop."  [The  unqualified  manager  commits  no  offence,  but  if 
the  poisons  are  in  Part  1  of  the  schedule  the  person  who  sells 
at  the  principal  shop  may  infringe  the  law.] 

128/35.  Q.  B.  puts  the  following  query :  "  Can  my 
apprentice  take  an  order  for  a  scheduled  poison  and  pay- 
ment for  the  same,  and  send  out  the  goods  by  the  errand- 
boy  ?  Can  he  deliver  the  poison  and  enter  the  amount  in  the 
day-book  to  the  customer's  account  ?  "  [Here  it  will  be  seen 
a  qu  llified  person  does  not  enter  at  all,  so  that  the  Pharmacy 
Act  is  infringed  by  the  person  who  supervises  the  trans- 
action— i.e.,  the  apprentice.] 

121/11.  Amicus. — The  copy  of  a  prescription  which  a 
chemist  makes  in  his  prescription-book  is  his  own  property, 
and  a  customer  cannot  legally  demand  a  copy  of  it.  See 
"  The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  ed.  6,  page  6. 

130/28.  Anxious.  — It  is  customary  for  landlords  to 
require  lessees  of  premises  to  insure  them  against  fire,  but  it 
is  not  obligatory  upon  the  landlord  to  do  so.  If  in  the  lease 
the  lessee  covenants  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair  and  they 
are  destroyed  by  fire,  the  lessee  is  obliged  to  rebuild,  so  that 
a  fire-insurance  is  in  the  tenant's  interest. 

130/16.  Exeter. — A  month's  notice  on  either  side  is  the 
rule  in  the  retail  drug-trade.  Weekly  payment  of  wages 
does  not  alter  the  rule. 

127/52.  Rhodium. — Oil  of  rhodium  is  neither  a  food  nor 
a  drug  within  the  meaning  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  its  composition  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  those 
laws.    The  Merchandise-marks  Act  may  reach  it. 

137/46.  Spectacles. — For  plate-dealer's  licence  see  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  266.  If  there  is 
more  than  2  dwt.  and  under  2  oz.  of  gold  in  a  pair  of 
spectacle-frames  a  licence  costing  21.  Qi.  is  required  for  the 
premises  in  which  the  sale  takes  place. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


103/15.  Lobelia. — Long's  Ointment.  —In  reference  to  the 
reply  we  gave  you  on  November  1,  page  757,  Messrs.  John 
Blair  &  Son,  chemists,  Cork,  write  that  they  are  the  pro- 
prietors of  Long's  ointment,  which  is  "  a  valuable  prepara- 
tion in  skin-affections,  and  differs  entirely  from  the  formula 
given."  The  recipe,  they  say,  was  given  to  them  many  years 
ago  by  a  Dr.  Long. 

109/31.  W.  B. — The  Atomising-fluid  for  hay-fever, 
asthma,  and  bronchitis  owes  its  good  effects  to  cocaine.  The 
solution  you  send  appears  to  contain  about  5  per  cent,  of 
cocain.  hydrochlor.,  the  reddish-brown  medium  we  cannot 
identify,  but  it  contains  glycerin. 

84/34.    Beer. — Ingredients  for  Beer  put  up  in  bottles  : — 

Ac.  tartaric  oss. 

Pulv.  zingiber.    Sj. 

Sacch.  alb  Bss. 

01.  limonis   5j- 

Sacch.  ust  5ij- 

The  ginger  is  coarsely  powdered,  solid  burnt  sugar  is  used> 
and  the  oil  of  lemon  is  rubbed  down  with  the  sugar  and  acid- 
The  directions  are — 

Add  the  contents  of  this  bottle  to  3  gals,  of  boiling  water,  add 
1J  lb.  of  lump  sugar,  and  when  lukewarm  put  in  a  little  yeast, 
ferment  for  about  twelve  hours,  and  then  bottle. 
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72/62.  Painter. — Process  for  Colouring  Photographs. — 
The  solutions  you  send  for  this  purpose  are — ■ 

Adhesive. 

Pulv.  tragacanth.     ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Alcohol.    3iij. 

Ac.  carbolic.  ...       ,..       ...       ...  5ij- 

Aquse   

Mix  the  spirit  and  tragaoanth,  and  add  the  water  in  which  the 
carbolic  acid  has  been  dissolved. 

Cleansine. 

Bals.  canadensis  ...  .:.  ...  5j. 
01.  terebinth   Jij. 

Preservine. 

01.  papaveris   §j. 

01.  terebinth   §ss. 

The  photograph  is  stuck  face  down  on  the  back  of  a 
convex  glass,  using  a  squeegee  and  the  adhesive  paste. 
When  quite  dry  it  is  flooded  with  the  cleansine.  This 
renders  the  paper  on  which  the  photograph  is  printed 
transparent,  but  does  not,  as  you  say,  "  take  off  the  paper." 
The  preservine  is  for  mixing  with  the  colours  applied  to  the 
back  of  the  photograph.  The  process  is  an  old  one — it  was 
patented  several  times  in  the  'fifties — and  there  are  many 
modifications  of  the  solutions.  In  a  method  used  some  years 
ago  most  of  the  paper  of  the  photograph  was  carefully  sand- 
papered away  before  applying  a  mixture  of  solid  paraffin 
(2  oz.),  white  wax  (2  oz.),  and  Canada  balsam  (5  oz.)  to 
make  it  transparent.  The  name  "  crystoleum  "  is  or  was  a 
registered  trade- mark  for  a  process  similar  to  the  above. 

70/68.    J.  W.  B. — (1)  Meat-and-malt  Wine  :— 

Ext.  of  beef  Jiiiss. 

Liquid  ext.  of  malt   5vj. 

Sherry  to  make        ...       ...       ...  Ov. 

Rub  the  extract  of  beef  down  with  the  liquid  extract  of  malt, 
previously  warmed,  and  add  to  the  sherry.  Allow  to  stand  for 
fourteen  days,  and  decant. 

(2)  Coca-wine  : — ■ 

Fluid  extract  of  coca    §vj. 

Alcohol    §yj. 

Sugar   5vj. 

Claret  to  make        ...       ...       ...  Ov. 

The  sherry  and  claret  used  should  be  of  good  quality,  or 
the  product  will  not  keep.  In  the  case  of  coca-wine  the 
basis  can  be  varied,  but  sherry  is  best  for  the  meat-and-malt 
wine. 

90/12.  Chemist. — Condition-powder  for  horses. — This 
agrees  with  your  analysis,  the  following  being  the  quantities 
of  the  ingredients  : — 

Sulphur,  sublim.      ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

Potass,  nitr.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5hj- 

Antim.  sulphurates  ...       ...       ...  5j- 

One  powder  is  given  in  the  mash  two  or  three  times  a  week 
during  the  winter  season. 

102/39.  Gloss. — Starch-glaze. — This  is  the  familiar  mix- 
ture of  French  chalk  and  powdered  white  soap,  one  of  the 
former  to  two  of  the  latter.  Particulars  of  the  method  of 
using  are  given  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

111/74.  Bynos. — You  had  better  test  whether  the  extract 
of  malt  is  still  active ;  fermentation  may  have  entirely 
destroyed  its  starch-dissolving  properties,  in  which  case  it  is 
useless  as  a  medicinal  agent.  Sodium  bicarbonate  in  solu- 
tion added  to  the  warm  extract  would  be  the  best  neutra- 
ising  agent  to  use. 

105/68.  F.  W.  It.  H. — Universal  Developer  for  plates, 
films,  or  papers  : — 


Metol     gr.  l. 

Quinol   gr.  xl. 

Sodium  sulphite    3j' 

Potassium  bromide  ...       ...       ...  gr.  xx. 

Sodium  carbonate    ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Distilled  water  to  make    Jx. 


For  plates  and  films  dilute  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water ;  for 
paper,  with  twice  its  bulk  of  water. 


109/57.    Asafetida. — Cough-mixture  for  calves  : — 

Chlorodyne    ...       ...       ...       ...    5iv.  —  5vj. 

Glycerin       ...       ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

Water  to       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  given  night  and  morning. 

131/5.  G.  W.  E. — The  Perro-gallic  Heliographic  Pro- 
cess in  our  experience  yields  dark-violet  lines  on  white 
ground.  Wc  are  told  that  the  addition  of  silver  nitrate  is 
needed  to  obtain  pure  black  lines,  but  have  not  tried  this 
modification.  The  hint  may,  however,  help  you  in  your  ex- 
periments. 

106/73.  Shares. — To  Transfer  Shares  a  transfer  form 
(obtained  from  a  stationer's)  stamped  with  the  proper  stamp 
(see  Stamp-duties  in  Diary)  is  filled  in  and  sent  with  the 
share  certificate  to  the  office  of  the  company.  At  the  next 
meeting  of  the  directors,  and  after  a  stated  interval,  the 
shares  are  transferred  to  the  new  owner  in  the  company's 
books  and  a  new  certificate  issued. 

114/53.  W.  IT.  S.— Painting  Zinc— Before  doing  this  the 
zinc  is  washed  with  sulphuric  acid  (1-12)  followed  by  water 
and  a  scrubbing  with  a  wire  brush,  the  idea  being  to  get  a 
perfectly  clean  surface.    The  zinc  is  next  covered  with  the 


following  mixture : — 

Copper  chloride       ...       ...       ...  i  oz. 

Copper  nitrate         ...       ...       ...  h  oz. 

Ammonium  chloride          ...       ...  ^  oz. 

Water   32  oz. 


The  solution  is  brushed  on  the  zinc  and  allowed  to  remain 
for  twenty-four  hours,  when  any  oil-colour  will  adhere  firmly 
and  withstand  damp. 

108/13.    L.  H.  W. — Estimating  Alcohol  in  Tinctures. — 

The  alcohol  is  distilled  off  and  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  distillate 
taken,  or  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  tincture  is  taken  and  the  alcohol 
driven  off  by  boiling,  the  original  volume  is  made  up  with 
distilled  water  and  the  sp.  gr.  again  taken.  Deduct  the 
excess  of  sp.  gr.  over  1-000  (which  is  the  sp.  gr.  of  distilled 
water)  from  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  tincture  as  at  first  noted,  and 
the  difference  will  be  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  mixture  of  water  and 
spirit.  Then  by  consulting  alcohol-tables  the  percentage  of 
alcohol  is  found. 

114/47.  Veritas. — Anyone  may  call  himself  an  optician, 
the  title  not  being  protected  in  any  way.  Particulars  of  the 
two  optical  examining  bodies — the  Spectacle  Makers'  Com- 
pany and  the  British  Optical  Association — were  given  in  the 
O.  B.  for  September  6,  and  the  places  where  instruction 
can  be  obtained  are  mentioned  there. 

139/23.  J.  A.  S.— Oil  of  Kermes. — Syr.  rhceados  is  now 
sold  for  this.  Kermes  is  the  name  given  to  Coccus  ilieis,  a 
variety  of  cochineal,  and  probably  a  syrup  of  cochineal 
would  be  nearer  the  mark.  Oil  of  kermes  is  given,  we  believe, 
for  children's  coughs. 

99/24.  Cyclist. — (1)  Coal-benzene  is  the  best  solvent  for 
indiarubber ;  the  rubber  is  torn  to  shreds  by  a  mechanical 
process  and  macerated,  with  suitable  precautions,  with  the 
solvent,  the  mixture  being  stirred  or  shaken  all  the  time. 
(2)  Carnauba  Wax  is  yielded  by  the  leaves  of  Copernica 
cerifera,  which  grows  in  Brazil.  It  is  odourless  and  of  a 
greenish-yellow  colour,  harder  and  of  higher  sp.  gr. 
(about  1-000)  and  melting-point  (80°  to  85°  C.)  than  beeswax. 
It  is  half  the  price  of  beeswax,  and  replaces  it  in  many 
commercial  uses,  such  as  in  making  candles,  wax-varnish, 
and  boot-polish. 

19/91.  H.  $•  Co.— We  cannot  trace  a  formula  for  "  Ung. 
Conii,  Whitla." 

117/59.    W.  R—  (1)  Books  on  Human  Physiology  for 

a  beginner. — H.  Power's  "  Elements  of  Human  Physiology  " 
(7s.  6d.)  ;  J.  H.  Raymond's  "  Manual  of  Human  Physiology  " 
(6s.) ;  or  E.  H.  Starling's  "Elements  of  Human  Physiology" 
(7s.  6d).  (2)  Books  on  Electricity.— Silvanus  Thompson's 
"  Elementary  Lessons  in  Electricity  and  Magnetism  "  (4s.  6d.) ; 
R.  W.  Stewart's  "  Text-book  of  Magnetism  and  Electricity  " 
(5s.  6d.) ;  or  Fleeming  Jenkin's  "  Electricity  and  Magnetism  " 
(3s.  6d.). 
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98/50.     Otto—  Concentrated  Weedkiller,  1   to  25.— 

This  is  made  by  boiling  together  \  lb.  each  of  arsenic  and 
caustic  soda  in  1  gal.  of  water,  and  adding  2  or  3  dr.  of 
indigo. 

61/65.  F.  D.  (Budapest). — (1)  Cement  for  Fixing 
Knife-handles. — Melted  shellac  is  the  best  for  this.  It  is 
melted  and  poured  into  the  hollow  of  the  handle  and  the 
heated  stem  of  the  knife  inserted.  There  are  other  formulas 
which  require  the  use  of  resin,  sulphur,  iron-filings,  and 
brickdust,  but  we  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  such 
cement.  (2)  Signs  used  in  English  Apothecaries'  Weights 
are  §  (ounce),  3  (drachm),  9  (scruple),  gr.  (grain),  tt>  (pound). 
In  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1900  (page 
226)  we  gave  the  equivalents  of  English  weights  and 
measures  and  metric  weights  :  will  you  refer  ? 

115/32.  Jena. — Your  idea  seems  to  be  to  get  information 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  us  in  the  dark  as  much  as 
possible.  We  guess  the  "  solution "  is  a  boiler-fluid,  but  it 
may  be  several  other  things,  and  that  makes  all  the  differ- 
ence if  we  are  to  advise  alterations  in  the  formula. 

112/51.  Quereus. —  Oak  is  Fumed  by  exposing  to  am- 
monia-gas in  an  airtight  box.  Perhaps  the  uncertain  effects 
your  customer  complains  of  are  due  to  imperfections  in  the 
method  of  applying  the  gas,  or  else  a  liquid  oak-stain  may  be 
what  is  required. 

110/25.  Phynn. — You  may  safely  filter  the  neuralgia- 
mixture. 

112/54.  W.  C.  P. — We  have  not  the  recipes  you  ask  for. 
The  makers  of  the  aerated-water  essences  you  mention  have 
probably  spent  hundreds  of  pounds  in  perfecting  their 
formulae.     Why  not  experiment  yourself  ? 

118/28.  J.  R.  8. — Some  trappers  use  a  mixture  of  oils  of 
anise,  caraway,  and  rhodium  for  Attracting  Babbits,  but 
with  doubtful  success. 

113/9.  T.  L.— The  formula  for  Whitening  Buckskin 
Boots  was  given  in  the  C.  P.,  June  22,  1901,  page  1003. 
We  cannot  repeat  it  yet  awhile. 

112/74.  Card. — Sensitised  Postcards. — Two  formulas  for 
the  solution  used  for  sensitising  postcards  were  given  in  the 
C.  4'  July  1,  1899,  page  34.  Here  is  another,  which  is  a 
modification  of  Herschel's  argentotype  process : — 

A. 


Green  ammonio  citrate  of  iron     ...  5ihss. 

Tartaric  acid   5ss. 

Distilled  water    §xv. 

B. 

Gelatin    5v. 

Distilled  water    ...  5x. 

C. 

Silver  nitrate ...       ...       ...       ...  %]. 

Distilled  water         ...       ...       ...  gx. 


Soak  the  gelatin  and  dissolve  at  a  low  temperature,  then  add  to 
the  solution  first  A,  and  then  C.  The  solution  is  applied  to  the 
postcards  with  a  soft  brush.  After  printing  the  cards  are  washed 
with  water,  fixed  in  weak  hypo.,  washed,  and  dried. 

117/65.  J.  B. — There  is  no  solution  method  of  removing 
the  iron  pins  from  the  brass  plate  you  send.  It  would  not 
be  worth  while,  we  suppose,  to  punch  out  the  pins. 

144/22.  F.  31.  A.— The  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of 
honey  to  the  cough-mixture  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  suit 
the  label. 

118,34.  J.  W. — Linen-polishing  Block. — This  is  made 
by  adding  10  per  cent,  of  French  chalk  to  melted  white 
paraffin,  and  when  nearly  cold  pouring  the  mixture  into 
moulds. 

113/8.  Antifat.— Reducing  Fat.— Dr.  Cathell's  method  of 
alternate  doses  of  Kissingen  and  Vichy  waters  is  worth  a 
trial.  Messrs.  Newbery  &  Sons,  27  and  28  Charterhouse 
Square,  E.C.,  will  send  you  particulars  of  Warner's  obesity- 
tablets,  which  they  sell  for  this  treatment. 


114/46.  D.  G.— The  South  African  Climate  is  excellent 
for  phthisical  patients,  especially  Bloemfontein  and  the 
hilly  parts  of  Cape  Colony.  All  places  are  very  expensive, 
and  your  customer  should  on  no  account  go  unless  he  has 
plenty  of  money,  or  friends  in  South  Africa  who  will  look 
after  him  when  he  arrives. 

113/1.  Liseard.  —  Breast-developer.  —  See  reply  to 
"  Enamel  "  (63/23),  C.  <$■  P.,  September  20,  page  526. 

119/51  H.  A.  F. — We  have  not  a  formula  for  Euthymol 
tooth-paste.  You  can  surely  find  a  recipe  in  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  "  that  will  suit  your  purpose. 

119/58.  II.  W.  B.—The  thick  toilet-cream  used  by  hair- 
dressers is  made  on  the  lines  of  the  reparation  for  which 
you  will  find  the  formula  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  11. 

119/10.  Venice. — (1)  Depreciation  of  5  per  cent,  is  the 
usual  annual  deduction  of  the  valuation  of  fittings.  (2)  You 
will  find  some  hints  in  regard  to  stocktaking  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  January  4,  1896.  (3)  One's  own  proprie- 
taries should  be  put  in  at  cost,  including  labour,  or  at  a 
price  at  which  they  might  be  sold  to,  not  by,  a  wholesale 
house. 

124/44.  North. — Upcott  Gill  publishes  books  on  poultry 
suitable  for  henwives,  and  they  can  be  got  through  any  book- 
seller. 

116/25.    E.  H.  R. — Please  repeat  the  query. 


125/50.    P.  21.  ^.—Lime-cream  : 

Nut  oil   gxxiv. 

Lime-water    ...       ...       ...       ...  5xiv. 

Saccharated  solution  of  lime        ...  §ij. 

Oil  of  lemon  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Oil  of  bergamot       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 


Shake  well  in  a  Winchester  quart  bottle  for  a  few  minutes  ten 
times  in  the  course  of  a  day. 

125/25.  W.  S.  T. — Consult  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Tech  ■ 
nical  Chemistry  "  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  paper-pulp 
from  sawdust.  We  do  not  think  your  customer  can  profit- 
ably begin  this  manufacture  unless  he  is  willing  to  sink  a 
good  deal  of  money  in  paying  for  his  experience. 

125/26.    S.  Wallace. — We  reply  to  subscribers  only. 

125/29.    Aniseed. — Cheap  Aniseed-balsam  : — 


Oil  of  aniseed...       ...       ...       ...  20  drops 

Eectified  spirit    1  oz. 

Vinegar  of  squill      ...       ...       ...  2  oz. 

Vinegar  of  ipecacuanha     ...       ...      1  oz. 

Liquid  extract  of  liquorice   3  oz. 

Treacle    1  lb. 

Chloroform-water  to    40  oz. 

Mix  in  the  above  order. 


Dose :  Half  to  a  whole  teaspoonful  for  children ;  a  dessert- 
spoonful for  adults. 

118,61.  Quinine. — (1)  Gift  of  Books  to  an  Apprentice. 
Make  a  selection  from  the  following :  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing "  (5s.  6i.),  British  Pharmacopoeia  (10s.  Qd.), 
Tilden's  "Chemistry"  (8s.),  Oliver's  "BotaDy"  (4s.  6^.),  and 
"Pharmacopedia  "  (14s.).  See  also  the  list  of  Minor  books 
in  our  Educational  number,  September  6.  (2)  Quinine- 
compound  :  — 

Quinina?  sulphatis  acid.     ...       ...  5j. 

Pulv.  tragac  co  5j. 

Glycerini      ...       ...       ...       ...  §ss. 

Aq.  fervid  giss. 

M.S.A. 

126/35.  A.  H. — There  is  no  list  of  dentists  such  as  you 
indicate. 

121/23.  A.  K.  II. — Milk  in  powder  is  not  manufactured  in 
this  country  as  far  as  we  are  aware. 

127/52.  Rhodium.  —  Edward  Parrish,  the  originator  of 
chemical  food,  was  a  pharmacist  in  Philadelphia  and  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  College  of  Pharmacy  there. 
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91/32.  J.  E.  G. — Botanical  "Work  with  tabulated  natural 
orders. — Lindley's  "School  Botany"  (Bradbury)  or  Warming 
&  Knoblanch's  "Handbook  of  Systematic  Botany"  (Swan 
Sonncnschein)  seem  to  be  what  you  require. 

135  38.  Glaeialine.—  ~Red  Aniline  Stamp-ink. — Have 
you  tried  the  recipe  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " 
(page  381)  '.'  although  we  hardly  expect  it  to  stand  the  action 
of  water,  alkali,  and  spirit. 

132/11.  Querox. — Books  on  Massage. — Peters's  "  Mani- 
pulation or  Massage,"  3s.  (Longhurst),  Ellison's  "  Manual  for 
Students  of  Massage,"  3s.  M.  (Bailliere),  are  two  practical 
works. 

131/53.  J.  0. — Factitious  Venice  Turpentine  is  made 
by  melting  3  lbs.  of  resin,  removing  from  the  source  of  heat, 
and  stirring  in  1  pint  of  oil  of  turpentine. 

131/89.  Metric. — Cement  for  Manhole-covers. — This  is 
made  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  putty  and  tallow. 

135/59.  Heivorth. — Iron-reaction. — The  result  of  adding 
sal  volatile  to  tinct.  ferri  perchlor.  is  the  formation  of  a 
hydrate  of  ferric  oxide.  A  great  number  of  these  hydrates 
have  been  described  of  the  formula  Fe203,a;H20 ;  soluble 
hydrates  are  known  {e.g.,  liq.  ferri  dialy.).  Brescius  gives 
Fe203.2H20  and  Wittstein  Fe203.3H.,0  as  resulting  from 
adding  ammonia  to  a  ferric  salt,  but  later  experiments  show 
that  the  ratio  of  Fe203  to  H20  varies  according  to  tempera- 
ture and  method. 

131/23.  Ajax. — It  is  not  illegal  to  call  a  pill  after  a 
deceased  medical  man,  but  the  relatives  of  the  doctor  may 
object  to  the  association. 

127/39.  A.  G  —  Carbolised  Eesin.— See  0.  $  D.,  Novem- 
ber 1,  page  757.  ' 

132/58.  L.  A.  H. — Indigestion. — A  list  of  specialists  for 
various  ailments  is  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  to  which  we  must  refer  you.  A  good  treatise  on  the 
subject  is  Fenwick's  "  Disorders  of  the  Digestive  System," 
10«.  6d.  (Churchill).  The  following  mixture  would  be  a 
suitable  one  for  your  condition  : — 

Bismuth,  salioyl  gr.  xxx. 

Sodii  bicarb   ...  5iss^ 

Muc.  tragacanth  Sj. 

Aq.  ad  §vj. 

Two  tablespoonfuls  every  three  or  four  hours. 
A  colocynth  and  blue  pill  should  be  taken  once  or  twice  a 
week  at  bedtime,  with  a  dose  of  aperient- water  next  morning 
if  required. 

169/64.  Fair  Trade. — We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you 
again  on  the  subject  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

133/10.  Jena — We  have  no  formula  for  "  laxative  quinine 
tablets." 

130/74-.  Nemo. — We  question  if  the  case  of  Entire  Loss 
of  Hair  is  due  to  alopecia,  but  if  so  a  resorcin-ointment, 
such  as  the  following,  will  do  good  :— 

Resorcin.       ...       ...       ...       ...  3iss. 

Ichthyol  5j- 

Acid,  salicylic.         ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Ung.  simplicis    §ij. 

M. 

To  be  well  rubbed  in  night  and  morning. 
Sometimes  it  takes  six  months  before  benefit  actually  sets 
in,  so  the  remedy  should  be  persevered  with. 

122/15.  W.  M.  M. — Tint  the  perfume  pink  with  a  trace 
of  eosine  or  erythrosine. 


Information  Wanted. 


136/51.    Maker  of  Hope's  soft  soap. 
19/91.    Where  can  Lecithol  be  obtained  ? 
110/66.    What  is  Rombay's  children's  ointment  ? 


164/95.  Crabb's  ginger-wine  :  where  obtainable  ? 

157  20.  Maker  of  Hooper's  chilblain  liniment  or  cure. 

130/65.  Makers  of  machinery  for  cutting  out  plasters. 

124/16.  Address  of  the  maker  of  Calvert's  pig-powders. 

127/34.  Who  are  the  proprietors  of  Bowen's  patent  sago 

123/27.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Little  Harry "  night- 
lights  1 

126/22.  Who  are  the  makers  of  Helmenticon,  a  worm- 
remedy  for  dogs  ? 

122/11.  What  is  "oil  of  jockey,"  an  ingredient  in  a 
veterinary  recipe  ? 

137/45.  Who  is  the  maker  of  "  Flowers  of  Devon " 
perfume,  or  where  obtainable  ? 

133/31.  Who  makes  Cross's  indigestion-drops,  or  where 
can  the  preparation  be  obtained  1 

126/26.  Address  of  Knowles  Esauline  Company  (Limited), 
formerly  of  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C. 

126/21.  Who  makes  a  gold  paint  that  will  not  tarnish  or 
turn  black  when  exposed  to  the  products  of  combustion  from 
gas  ? 


Coming  Events 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  December  1. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  'p.m.  Mr.  A.  Marshall  on  "  The 
Sp.  Gr.  of  Sulphuric  Acid  "  and  "  Determination  of  Sulphuric 
Acid."  Messrs.  Carpenter  and  Linder  on  "  The  Interaction  of 
Sulphurous  and  Nitrous  Acids." 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Second 
Cantor  lecture,  by  Professor  Vivian  B.  Lewes,  on  "  The  Future 
of  Coal-gas  and  Allied  Illuminants." 

Wednesday,  December  3. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  at  9.15  p.m.  Lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  B.  Cockburn 
on  "  Botanic  Gardens." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Blcomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Council- meeting. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Gordon  College.  Quar- 
terly meeting. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  A. 
Watkins  on  "  Some  Aspects  of  Photographic  Development." 

Thursday,  December  4. 

Buntgcn  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  at  8.30  p.m.    Dr.  D.  Walsh 

on  "  An  Observation  bearing  upon  the  Therapeutic  Action  of 

the  Focus  Tube,"  and  Mr.  S.  Mayou  on  "  X-rays  in  Ophthalmic 

Work."  J 
North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  Bull  Inn,  Black 

burn,  at  9.15  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 

Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Mr.  A.  R,  Arrowsmith  on  "  The  Bitter 

Waters  of  Hungary." 
Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association.    Ordinary  meet 

ing. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m, 
The  following  papers  will  be  read  :  "  The  Absorption  Spectra 
of  Metallic  Nitrates,"  Part  II.,  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Hartley.  "  The 
Specific  Heats  of  Liquids,"  by  Mr.  H.  Crompton.  "  Studies  in 
the  Camphane  Series,  Part  X.  :  The  Constitution  of  Enolic 
Benzoylcamphor,"  and  "  Note  on  the  Isomeric  Benzoyl  Deri- 
vatives from  Isomtrosocamphor,"  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster.  "  The 
Constitution  of  the  Products  of  Nitration  of  Meta-acetoluidide,' 
by  Dr.  J.  B.  Cohen  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Dakin. 

Friday,  December  5. 

School  of  \Pharmacy  Students'  Association,  17  BloomBbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m._  Mr.  Wallis  on  "  Insect  Life." 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association  is 
to  be  held  at  the  Victoria  Station  Hotel,  Nottingham,  on  Decem- 
ber 11.  Tickets  (4s.  each)  can  be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
taries, Mr.  A.  Eberlin  and  Mr.  W.  Gill. 
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Mestminster  Wiaoom. 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 


Indian  Opium  Kevenue. 

The  average  opium  revenue  in  India  for  the  last  three  years 
is  officially  stated  to  have  been  3,075,084/. 

The  Poisons  Committee. 

During  the  last  few  months  I  have  frequently  had  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  Departmental  Committee  which  has  been 
sitting  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and 
inquiring  into  questions  affecting  the  sale  of  poisons.  The 
concluding  meeting  was  held  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Tuesday  evening,  when  there  were  present,  besides  the 
Chairman,  Professor  T.  E.  Thorpe,  C.B.,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  Alex 
Cross,  M.P.,  Professor  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  Dr.  Thos.  Steven- 
son, Mr.  Walter  Hills,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Harrison.  I  understand 
that  as  a  result  of  the  deliberations  the  report  was  finally 
agreed  to.  In  due  course  the  document  will  be  presented  to 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as 
may  be  found  practicable  the  great  mass  of  evidence  which 
has  been  taken,  together  with  the  recommendations,  will  be 
made  public.  In  the  meantime  I  may  state  that,  while  the 
Committee  has  refrained  from  dealing  with  the  question  of 
the  qualification  of  chemists — at  least,  so  I  am  informed — 
several  recommendations  of  vital  interest  to  the  trade  are 
likely  to  figure  in  the  report.  Several  alterations  have  been 
suggested  in  the  schedules  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  not 
the  least  important  is  one  including  carbolic  acid  in  a  proposed 
third  part  of  the  schedule,  which  is  substantially  a  revival  of  a 
proposal  made  by  the  Privy  Council  in  their  abortive  Bill 
some  years  ago.  It  is  believed  that  sheep-dips,  insecticides, 
and  other  preparations  which  are  largely  used  in  agriculture 
will  be  similarly  dealt  with.  A  minority  report  has  been 
handed  in  by  Mr.  Hills. 

Brussels  Sugah  Convention. 

The  long-expected  and  much-talked-of  debate  on  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention  took  place  on  Monday,  and  now 
Parliament  stands  committed  to  the  policy  embodied  in  that 
Convention,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  Convention  receiving 
the  ratifications  required  to  make  it  binding,  it  is  prepared,  to 
quote  the  formal  words  of  the  resolution,  "  to  adopt  the 
necessary  measures  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  carry  out  its 
provisions."  There  was  plenty  of  good  speaking,  but  the 
central  point  that  seemed  to  be  brought  out  was  that  the 
Government  have  joined  in  the  Convention  for  the  sake  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  that,  even  if  it  does  not  raise  the  price 
of  sugar  to  the  extent  which  the  West  Indies  desire,  it  will 
have  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  sugar-industry  in 
those  islands  by  doing  away  with  the  existing  uncertainty 
which  paralyses  enterprise.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  of  the 
new  members  of  the  Government,  the  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bonar  Law),  to  make  a  sensation. 
This  hon.  member  came  into  Parliament  at  the  last  General 
Election  as  a  Glasgow  representative.  He  obtained  office  on 
the  strength  of  two  speeches,  and  it  looks  as  if  he  will 
receive  promotion  on  account  of  his  third  and  latest.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  described  it  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
speeches  he  had  heard  in  the  House.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  made 
much  of  the  confectioners'  agitation  against  the  Convention. 
He  went  the  length  of  stating  his  belief  that  except  for  the 
confectioners  there  would  have  been  no  opposition  at  all.  If, 
he  argued,  the  prosperity  of  their  industry  depended  on  the 
continuance  of  the  bounties  given  on  sugar  by  foreign 
countries,  then  the  confectioners  were  in  a  most  precarious 
condition ;  but  he  rather  suspected  that  if,  instead  of  paying 
on  sugar,  foreign  Governments  were  to  pay  bounties  on 
manufactured-sugar  goods,  the  confectioners  would  at  once 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  secure  the  abolition  of  "  these 
nefarious  bounties."  In  the  division  lobby  the  Government 
commanded  a  majority  of  87. 


The  exports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  from  Kobe  and  Osaka 
during  1901  amounted  in  value  to  100,604/.,  against  80,026/.  in 
1900.  The  imports  of  similar  products  amounted  to  319.302/., 
against  360,030/. 


Bengal  Government  Cinchona 
plantation*. 


THE  annual  report  of  the  Government  cinchona-plantations 
and  factory  in  Bengal  for  1901-2  states  that  the 
number  of  plants  put  out  during  the  year  was  485,530.  These 
included  397,010  Ledgeriana,  26,078  Succirubra,  55,007 
Hybrid  No.  1,  and  1,435  Hybrid  No.  2.  This  latter,  which 
appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  report,  has  been  raised  by 
crossing  Ledgeriana  with  Succirubra.  The  Hybrid  No.  1  is 
a  cross  between  Succirubra  and  Officinalis.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  new  hybrid  may  possess  enough  of  the  richness  of 
Ledgeriana  with  enoi-gh  of  the  vigour  of  Succirubra  to 
admit  of  its  extensive  cultivation  on  the  Rungbee  planta- 
tion, where  the  conditions  are  unfavourable  for  Ledgeriana 
itself.  The  total  number  of  living  trees  of  all  kinds  in  the 
permanent  plantations  on  March  31,  1902,  was  2  763  286, 
including  2,000,092  Ledgeriana,  234,446  Succirubra,  2,130 
Officinalis,  519,183  Hybrid  No.  1,  and  7,435  Hybrid  No.  2. 
The  increase,  as  compared  with  March  31,  1901,  was  379,758. 
The  crop  taken  from  the  plantation  during  the  year  has  been 
203,405  lbs.  of  dry  bark,  composed  of  120,294  lbs.  Ledgeriana, 
3,396  lbs.  Succirubra,  and  79,715  Hybrid  No.  1.  From  the 
Mungpoo  division  the  bark  has  been  taken  from  outlying 
and  sparse  patches  of  Ledgeriana  and  Hybrid  No.  1,  which 
have  been  uprooted  in  accordance  with  the  policy  pursued 
during  recent  years  of  concentrating  the  area  under  cincaona, 
so  as  to  admit  of  its  higher  cultivation.  The  Sittong 
division  has  never  given  satisfactory  results  with  Ledgeriana, 
and  the  last  trees  of  that  kind  have  now  been  harvested  from 
the  division. 

Work  in  the  factory  has  gone  on  throughout  the  year 
without  accident  or  delay.  The  raw  material  worked  up 
during  the  year  included  390,043  lbs.  Ledgeriana,  Hybrid 
No.  1,  and  Officinalis  bark,  which  provided  10.010  lbs.  of 
quinine  sulphate,  the  average  yield  being  2  56  per  cent. 
The  residual  alkaloids  left  over  in  the  process  amounted  to 
5,367  lbs.  In  addition  to  this  quantity,  99,600  lbs.  of 
Succirubra  and  Hybrid  barks,  to  which  4,980  lbs.  of  residual 
alkaloids  were  added,  yielded  3,424  lbs.  of  cinchona  febrifuge. 
The  total  outturn  of  manufactured  products  for  the  year 
has  thus  been  13,434  lbs.,  an  increase  of  3,599  lbs. 

The  charges  debitable  against  the  Department  as  a  whole 
amounted  to  Rs.  25,632,  as  against  Rs.  28,769.  The  charges 
directly  debitable  against  the?plantations  for  upkeep  and  for 
harvesting  have  been  Rs.  55,602,  as  against  Rs.  50,428  for 
1900-1.  The  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  factory 
was  Rs.  79,404.  Of  this  sum,  Rs.  38  000  represents  the 
purchase-money  for  120,290  lbs.  of  bark  purchased  from 
private  growers.  The  actual  working-expens;s  of  the  factory 
for  the  year  were,  therefore,  Rs.  40,391,  being  Rs.  35,131 
incurred  in  the  manufacture  of  quinine  sulphate  and 
Rs.  5,260  in  the  manufacture  of  cinchona  febrifuge. 

The  issues  of  sulphate  of  quinine  for  the  year  amounted 
to  9,793  lbs.,  a  decrease  of  1,213  lbs.  as  compared  with 

1900-  1.  This  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
Jail  Department  required  1,500  lbs.  less  for  conversion  into 
pice  packets.  The  demand  by  Government  officers  for  dis- 
pensaries, &c,  on  the  other  hand,  increased  by  391  lbs.  The 
issues  of  cinchona  febrifuge  for  the  year  amounted  to 
3,670  lbs. — a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
of  135  lbs.  This  decrease  is  explained  by  the  fluctuating 
character  of  the  demand  on  the  part  of  medical  depots. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  Rs.  1.91.922,  com- 
pared with  Rs.  2.27,087  for  the  preceding  year.  Cash 
receipts  amounted  to  Rs.  78,441,  and  include,  besides  the 
receipts  for  manufactured  articles  (quinine,  Rs.  48.521,  and 
cinchona  febrifuge,  Rs.  28.393),  Rs.  1,296  as  receipts  for 
crude  products  (bark,  Rs.  168 ;  seed,  Rs.  40 ;  residual  alka- 
loids, Rs.  1,088).  As  regards  the  sale  of  quinine  at  post- 
offices,  the  quantity  issued  to  the  Jail  Department  during 

1901-  2  was  1.900  lbs— a  falling-off,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  of  1,500  lbs.  No  explanation  of  this 
remarkably  diminished  demand  has  been  received  from  the 
Departments  concerned. 


The  prepayment  of  the  Customs  duty  on  parcels  sent  to 
Canada  by  post  is  now  an  accomplished  fact. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  26. 

BUSINESS  in  the  Mincing  Lane  drug  and  chemical 
markets  continues  quiet,  but  wholesale  druggists  are 
fairly  busy.  Crude  camphor  has  again  been  advanced  by 
the  monopoly,  but*  refined  is  unaltered.  Both  Rio  and 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  have  advanced,  and  previous  to  the 
auctions  a  fair  business  has  been  done.  Grey  Jamaica 
sarsaparilla  is  also  dearer  privately.  Cod-liver  oil  is  easier, 
though  it  is  thought  to  be  temporarily  only.  Persian  opium 
is  lower  on  the  spot,  but  to  arrive  values  are  unchanged. 
Cinnamon  was  in  good  demand  at  auction,  fine  and  firsts 
being  dearer,  and  other  qualities  steady.  Peppermint  oils 
are  firmly  held,  but  quiet.  Bromides  are  unchanged,  but 
with  an  unsettled  market  in  the  United  States  there  is  a 
want  of  confidence  here.  Quinine  is  very  quiet.  The 
auctions  of  new  and  second-hand  drugs  are  reported  on 
page  919,  and  the  following  are  the  principal  changes  of  the 
week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Alcohol  (Ger- 

Ammonia 

Oil  (castor) 

Aloes  (Cape) 

man) 

sulphate 

Oil  (cod-liver) 

Opium  (Per- 

Bayberry-bark 

Cascara 

sian,  spot) 

Camphor 

sagrada 

Pimento 

(crude) 

Cream  of 

Shellac 

Canary-seed 

tartar 

Cinnamon 

Senna  (Tiny.) 

(fine) 

Cowhage 

Ipecac.  (Cartag. 

and  Bio) 

Oil  (palm) 

Sarsaparilla 

(Jam.) 

Wax,  bees' 
(Jam.) 

London  Cinchona-auctions. 

The  following  dates  have  been  fixed  for  the  cinchona-auctions 
to  be  held  in  London  in  1903  :  January  13,  February  10,  March  10, 
April  21,  May  19,  June  9,  July  7,  August  11,  September  15, 
October  20,  November  17,  and  December  8. 


American  Peppermint  Oil. 

According  to  a  circular  issued  by  the  A.  M.  Todd  Company,  of 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  "  harvesting  and  distillation  of  the  present 
year's  crop  having  been  completed,  it  is  found  that  the  total 
American  crop  is  the  smallest  for  many  years,  not  exceeding 
130,000  lbs.,  which  is  less  than  one-third  of  the  crop  of  1896,  and 
practically  only  one-half  of  the  world's  annual  consumption 
(250,000  lbs.)  of  American  production."  The  same  authority  states 
that  "  owing  to  an  extremely  wet  season  (the  rainfall  being  the 
greatest  ever  known  in  the  history  of  the  State)  many  farms  were 
inundated,  since  low  lands  are  now  almost  exclusively  used,  the 
result  being  that  the  total  crop  obtained  is  still  smaller.  In  many 
cases  it  was  impossible  to  cultivate  with  horses  at  all  (which  is 
the  usual  manner),  requiring  the  work  to  be  done  by  hand  at  far 
greater  cost  per  acre,  while  the  yield  was  much  less  than  ordinary. 
In  many  places  it  was  impossible  to  plant  the  ground  which  had 
been  prepared,  and  in  some  cases  fields  which  had  been  planted 
were  abandoned." 


It  is  said  that  the  Todd  Company  have  secured  about  95  pe1 
cent,  of  the  total  American  peppermint-crop,  although  no  reference 
is  made  to  this  fact  in  the  circular  issued  by  the  company. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  moderate  briskness  in  the  heavy-chemical  market, 
and  business,  botli  on  home  and  export  account,  proceeds  at  a 
steady  pace.  Values  show  very  little  fluctuation,  and  are  mostly 
maintained  at  recent  rates. 

Alkali-pboduce. — Bleaching-powder,  alkali,  caustic  soda,  and 
other  main  products  are  in  fair  request,  and  prices  are  firm,  both 
as  regards  prompt  and  forward  business.  Advancing  tendency  in 
bleach  is  still  prominent. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia  is  a  shade  firmer  in  price,  and  with 
improved  demand  value  seems  likely  to  be  better.  Beckton 
(November-December)  11?.  12.S.  6(7.,  (January-March)  11/.  17s.  6(7. ; 
London  and  Leith,  117.  lO.s.  to  117.  lis.  3(7. ;  Hull,  117.  8s.  9d.  to 
117.  10s. 

Linseed  and  Cotton-seed  Cakes  are  only  moderately  active, 
but  prices  remain  steady.  Linseed  cakes  (95  per  cent,  pure), 
77.  10s.  to  77.  15s.  per  ton.  Oilcakes,  67.  10s.  to  67.  15s.  per  ton. 
Cotton  cakes,  firsts,  47.  15s.,  and  seconds,  47.  10s.  per  ton. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  without  change,  either  as  regards  price 
or  movement.  Chloride,  62s.  6f7.  to  67s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Magnesium 
sulphate  (Epsom's),  62s.  6(7.  to  65s.  per  ton,  in  bags,  f.o.r.  Carbo- 
nate of  magnesia,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda. — In  moderate  request,  and 
values  keep  low.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  3(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow.  For  export, 
2|c7.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Glasgow  and  net.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English 
and  Scotch  deliveries,  2^(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow.  For 
export,  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Glasgow  and  net. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  November  26. 

Castor  Oil. — Lack  of  interest  still  seems  to  be  the  main 
feature  in  connection  with  this  article,  and  2j(7.  per  lb.  is  still  the 
price  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  and  first-pressure  French.  Second- 
pressure  French  is  held  for  2ft?.  per  lb.  Much  better  prices,  how- 
ever, are  asked  for  forward  shipment. 

Beeswax. — Further  sales  in  quantity  are  reported,  1  ton  of 
Chilian  selling  at  77.  5s.  per  cwt.,  whilst  smaller  parcels  of  better 
quality  have  realised  77.  10s.  to  77.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Acacia  Sorts. — There  has  been  further  activity  among  buyers 
during  the  week,  and  several  large  parcels  have  changed  hands  at 
current,  or  slightly  above  current,  values,  one  line  of  100  serons  of 
ambery  sorts  selling  at  30s.  per  cwt.  It  is  said  that*much  stronger 
advices  have  been  received  from  the  Soudan. 

Quillaia. — The  recent  advance  is  well  maintained,  and  21s.  per 
cwt.  has  been  paid  for  2  tons,  and  holders  generally  look  for  yet 
better  prices. 

Balsam  Copaiba  (Maranham). — A  further  sale  of  4  barrels  is 
reported  at  Is.  9(7.  per  lb.  for  cloudy  as  imported. 

Tonka  Beans  (Para). — No  bids  were  forthcoming  for  30  cases 
fine  frosted  offered  at  auction,  but  afterwards  17  packages  were 
sold  at  Is.  6(7.  per  lb.,  and  it  is  said  that  a  further  quantity  has 
changed  hands  at  this  price. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Three  barrels  were  offered  at  auction, 
but  as  no  reasonable  bids  were  forthcoming  the  lot  was  withdrawn 
at  45s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  during  the  week  has  advanced  to  55s.  per  qr.,  but 
a  parcel  of  100  bags  sold  from  the  quay  at  52s.  6(7. 

Honey. — Sales  of  Pile  I.  Chilian  are  reported  at  25s.,  and  Pile  X. 
at  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  Holders  are  very  firm  in  their  views  as  to 
the  movement  in  the  value  of  all  honeys. 

Cabnauba  Wax. — Sales  of  grey  Pernambuco  have  been  effected 
during  the  week  at  58s.  per  cwt. ;  70s.  to  80s.  is  asked  for  yellow. 

American  Drug- market. 

New  York,  November  18, 
Business  continues  of  good  volume,  and  the  market  maintains 

an  active  appearance. 

Balsam  Copaiba  is  in  good  demand,  and  holders  of  prime 

Central  American  are  firm  in  their  views,  39c.  to  40c.  per  lb.  being 

asked. 

Cocaine  is  scarce,  and  makers  generally  ask  an  advance  of  25c. 
Values  are  firm  at  $3.75. 

Caffeine  has  declined  to  §3  per  lb. 

Bromides. — Competition  has  caused  further  declines,  and 
potassium  is  now  offered  at  25c,  sodium  at  30c,  and  ammonium 
at  35c. 

Damiana-leaves  are  in  good  supply,  and  prime  quality  leaves 
are  obtainable  at  12c. 

Jalap. — Good  heavy  root  has  sold  at  llic,  and  12c.  is  now  the 
inside  price. 

Menthol  is  easier,  and  $6.50  will  buy,  though  some  dealers  ask 
86.75.  ' 
Peppermint  Oil— The  bulk  of  the  stock  is  firmly  held  at  §4.50 
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to  $5,  tl  jugh  small  holders  offer  at  a  trifle  less.  When  these 
small  loos  are  cleared  up  prices  will  undoubtedly  go  higher. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  with  second-hands  offering  German  at  23c.  to 
24c,  and  Java  at  22c.  per  oz. 

Senega  is  firmer,  and  65c.  is  now  asked  for  goods  on  the  spot. 
No  further  supplies  will  be  collected  this  season. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  November  25. 

Business  in  general  is  quiet.  The  navigation  into  the  interior 
is  mostly  closed  with  ice,  and  the  weather  is  cold. 

Agar-Agar  is  unchanged.  Good  current  is  quoted  290m.  to 
295m.,  prime  is  scarce  and  quoted  315m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  much  firmer,  and  lO^m.  per  kilo,  has  been 
paid  ;  first-hand  appears  to  be  sold  out. 

Camphor  (Repined)  is  firm;  spot  delivery  is  quoted  420m.,  and 
spring  delivery  425m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  firm  and  scarce,  540m.  per  100  kilos,  being 
asked. 

Condurango  is  firmly  held  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  firm,  3C0m.  per  100  kilos,  being  asked. 

Myrrh  is  very  scarce  at  160m.  per  100  kilos. 

Galangal  is  dull  of  sale  at  28m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  tending  firmer  at  13m.  to  14m.  for  Bio,  and  9m. 
per  kilo,  for  Cartagena. 

Menthol  is  very  strong,  and  spot  is  exhausted;  near  arrivals 
are  quoted  60m.  per  kilo. 

Jalap  is  firmer  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega  is  very  firm  at  650m.  to  660m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  (Refined)  is  also  firm  at  230m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  very  firm,  non-congealing  oil  being 
quoted  185m.  per  barrel.  Castor  is  very  slow  of  sale,  Linseed 
fluctuating,  and  Rape  quieter. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  strong,  HGH  spot,  20m. 
per  lb. ;  Japanese  spot,  21m.  per  kilo. ;  and  Star-anise  firm,  at 
11m.  per  kilo. 

Cablegram. 

Hamburg,  November  27 : — Both  Rio  and  Cartagena 
ipecacuanha  have  advanced  on  this  market,  and  are  now 
quoted  at  14m.  and  &Jm.  per  kilo,  respectively.  Menthol  is 
now  quoted  at  60m.  per  kilo,  on  the  spot,  and  Carnauba  wax 
is  also  improving. 


Acid,  Tartaric. — English  powder  or  crystals  are  quoted 
on  the  spot  at  ll\d.  to  ll\d.,  and  foreign  lOgd.  per  lb. 

Alcohol. — German  potatato-spirit  has  advanced  50  pfen- 
nig from  the  lowest  point  (=  to  \d.  per  gal.).  The  statistics 
relating  to  the  exports  from  Germany  show  excellent  results, 
and  stocks  there  have  considerably  decreased.  This  is,  of 
course,  attributed  to  the  recent  restriction  of  the  output, 
and  practically  no  German  spirit  was  produced  in  October. 
The  outlook  is  still  for  higher  prices. 

Arrowroot  quiet.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  good  St. 
Vincent  in  tins  was  bought  in  at  4|cZ.  per  lb.,  and  fair  to 
good  in  barrels  at  3%d.  to  <\\d.  per  lb. 

Bayberry-baek  is  dearer,  32s.  6d,  on  the  spot  being  now 
wanted,  business  having  been  done  at  30s. 

Bromides. — The  market  is  unchanged.  Already  it  is 
reported  that  the  Americans  are  offering  bromides  on  this 
market,  and  although  this  statement  lacks  confirmation,  it  is 
quite  reasonable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  American 
middleman  cannot  be  controlled,  even  if  the  makers  should 
have  agreed  (as  it  is  said),  not  to  export  to  Europe. 

Camphor. — The  monopoly  again  advanced  their  prices  at 
the  end  of  last  week  to  155s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  Formosan 
crude.  Japanese  on  the  spot  is  quoted  165s.  and  160s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f* 

The  exports  from  Kobe  and  Osaka  during  1901  amounted  to 
5,273,887  lbs.  (378,891Z.),  against  4,262,785  lbs.  (305,499L)  in  1900. 

Canary-seed  continues  to  advance  consequent  upon 
rising  prices  in  Turkey.  The  latest  telegrams  give  62s.  per 
quarter  as  the  quotation  for  shipment.  The  spot  value  is 
now  56s.  per  quarter  for  Turkish. 

1 7  Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
December  11  will  consist  of  8,799  bales  and  382  cases, 
weighing  786,632  kilos,  of  Java  bark.  The  exports  from 
Java  for  November  have  not  yet  been  declared. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  auction  was  held  last 
Monday.  About  1.200  bales  were  offered,  and  nearly  the 
whole  sold.  There  was  good  competition,  more  especially 
fcr  the  finer  qualities,  which  brought  Id.  to  Zd.  per  lb.  more 


i    than  in  August,  but  the  lower  qualities  were  occasionally  -l-d. 
lower.    The  following  were  the  prices  realised  per  lb. : — " 

I.  II.  III.  IV. 

Superior    1/6  to  1/9     1/1  to  1/8      1'2  to  1/6  O  'lO  to  0/1H 
Good  ...    0/114  to  1/0    0/9i  to  0  10     0/8£  to  0/9i   '     0/8  '  " 
Ordinary      0/10£        0/3$  to  0/9|     0/3  to  0,8>    0/7  to  0/7i 
Fine  clippings  sold  at  92.  to  9§'i.'per  lb.,  and  bold  clean  chips 
at  3|<Z.  per  lb.    Bark  was  bought  in  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Colchicin— The  price  is  215s.  per  oz.,  not  115s.  as 
mentioned  last  week. 

Coriander-seed. — At  the  spice  auctions  on  Wednesday 
good  Morocco  sold  at  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firmer  at  74s.  per  cwt.  for  first  white 
crystals,  and  75;.  for  powder ;  98-per-cent.  powder  is  78  s. 
per  cwt. 

Jalap. — From  New  York  6i.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 
Juniper-berries  are  coming  forward  in  fairly  large 
quantities.    The  principal  holders  ask  14s.  6i.,  spot,  for  lots 
of  1  to  5  bags.  , 

Menthol  continues  very  firm  at  27s.  6i.  per  lb.  for 
Kobayashi  crystals,  and  25s.  for  an  "  outside  "  brand.  Advices 
from  Japan  report  a  very  strong  market. 

Myrrh  remains  very  scarce,  and  nothing  was  offered  at 
the  drug-auctions  to-day.  The  trouble  in  Somaliland  will 
probably  prevent  supplies  coming  forward  for  some  time. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  London  market  has  an  easier 
tendency,  and  there  are  now  offers  of  medicinal  Norwegian 
oil  in  small  lots  at  from  180s.  to  190s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  In 
view  of  the  very  small  stocks  of  oil  in  London  and  Norway  it 
is  not  expected  that  prices  will  tangibly  decline,  however. 
Market  is  quiet  generally.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes 
on  November  22  that,  in  spite  of  the  extreme  scarcity  of  best 
non-congealing  oil,  buyers  are  unwilling  to  pay  185s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  and  although  lower  bids  have  been  made  they 
have  not  been  accepted.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date 
amount  to  8,865  barrels,  against  12,322  barrels  at  the  same 
time  last  year.  In  auction  10  barrels  of  "  O.S.J,  finest  1902," 
sold  at  from  175s.  to  180s.  per  barrel.  The  limit  for  20  other 
casks  of  rather  dark  Norwegian  oil  was  170s.  per  barrel. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus,  continues  very  firm  privately,  and 
practically  nothing  is  now  obtainable  at  less  than  Is.  6d.  for 
B.P.  quality.  In  auction  Magnet  brand  (68-70-per-cent. 
eucalyptol)  were  limited  at  Is.  6d. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — The  market  remains  very  firm  with  a 
quiet  tone.  It  would  be  possible  to  buy  American  HGH  at 
20s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  London  terms,  although  it  is  said  this  figure 
has  been  refused  in  one  quarter.  Wayne  County  oil  continues 
to  advance  in  the  United  States,  and  the  laydown  cost  for 
pure  is  equal  to  about  21s.  net,  as  compared  with  17s.  6d.  net 
here.  For  November-December  shipment  business  has  been 
done  in  Japanese  dementholised  at  10s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  On 
the  spot  10s.  9^.  to  11*.  is  quoted  for  Kobayashi,  according  to 
holders.  In  auction  6  cases  of  Japanese  dementholised 
(Kobayashi)  sold  at  lis.  per  lb. ;  Raspe's  brand  was  limited 
at  10s. ;  20s.  was  refused  for  Todd's  make,  and  for  Wayne 
County  16s.  was  wanted.  Five  cases  catalogued  as  "  Kobay- 
ashi peppermint  oil,"  without  reserve  with  all  faults,  sold  at 
from  8s.  3d.  to  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  The  brokers  reiterated  that 
the  parcel  was  Al  quality,  but  that  the  tins,  in  some  cases 
being  defective,  had  been  repaired.  The  parcel  was  originally 
tendered  against  a  forward  contract,  but  had  been  rejected 
on  this  account. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  very  quiet,  and  druggists' 
opium  is  practically  a  dead  letter,  good  Smyrna  being  quoted 
7s.  9d.  per  lb.  nominally,  and  seconds  at  7s.  Soft  shipping 
still  meets  with  a  small  demand  at  from  14s.  to  14s.  3d.  for 
fine,  and  seconds  at  8s.  Qd.  Persian  is  about  Is.  lower  on 
the  spot.  Business  has  been  done  at  from  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  per 
lb.,  spot,  the  outside  figure  being  paid  for  fine.  The  decline 
is  attributed  to  slackness  of  demand,  but  for  arrival 
quotations  are  unchanged. 

Smyrna,  November  14.  —  The  market  remains  very  firm, 
although  only  a  small  business  has  been  done  this  week,  the  sales, 
amounting  to  15  cases  at  7s.  to  7s.  id.  per  lb.  as  to  quality,  half  of 
which  were  for  interior  speculators,  and  the  balance  for  Youg- 
hourma  makers  for  Italy  and  France.  News  from  the  interior 
regarding  sowings  continues  bad,  snow  having  fallen  in  the  upper 
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districts,  which  makes  it  now  practically  impossible  to  continue 
the  sowings.  The  quotations  for  current  qualities  are  6s.  6d.  to 
7s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  selected  talequale,  7s.  to  7s.  M. ;  Yerli,  as  to 
quality  and  condition,  7s.  2d.  to  8s. ;  and  Bogaditz  grades  7s.  6r7. 
to  8s.  2d.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,494  cases, 
against  2,636  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Pilocarpine. — As  briefly  noted  last  week,  makers  reduced 
their  prices,  and  now  quote  Hydrochloride  and  other  salts 
at  Is.  8d.  per  gram.,  Is.  6d.  for  5-gram,  lots,  and  40s.  per  oz. 
for  1-oz.  lots.  Pure  has  been  reduced  to  2s.  3d.  per  gram.,  2s. 
for  5-gram,  lots,  and  53s.  for  1-oz.  lots;  all  net,  without 
discount. 

Quinine. — Practically  no  business  is  reported  from  second 
hands  this  week,  there  being  sellers  of  December  delivery 
to-day  at  ll%d.  per  oz. 

At  the  quinine- sale  at  Java  yesterday  it  is  reported  that  out  of 
the  180,000  oz.  offered,  10,000  oz.  sold  at  a  price  equal  to  an 
average  unit  of  6c.  Amsterdam. 

Senega. — -The  spot  price  is  unchanged  at  3s.  per  lb.  net,  at 
which  figure  there  has  been  a  small  demand ;  to  arrive, 
2s.  ll^d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  In  auction  6  bales  of  fair 
bright  were  held  at  3s.  2d.  per  lb. 

'  Spices  have  ruled  quiet  throughout  the  weeK.  At  auction 
on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  was  steady,  washed  rough 
being  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt.  Calicut  brown  rough  partly 
sold  at  35s.  per  cwt.  Bold  and  medium,  native  cut,  sold  at 
75s.,  but  small  and  ends  was  bought  in  at  48s.  per  cwt. 
Japan  was  bought  in  at  35s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are 
steady  at  4^.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  4^Z.  for  future 
delivery.  Fair  bright  Penang  were  bought  in  at  Id.  per  lb. 
Stems  were  held  for  2d.  per  lb.  Nyassaland  Chillies  sold 
steadily  at  47s.  to  48s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  bright,  and  at  44s.  to 
45s.  for  good.  Long  Japan  were  bought  in  at  28s.  per  cwt. 
East  India  Capsicums  sold  at  14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  fair  on 
stalk.  Pimento  lower;  common  stalky  and  mixed  blacks 
■sold  at  2^d.  to  2^d.,  with  an  occasional  lot  at  2%d.  to  cut  in. 
Good  to  fine  was  bought  in  at  2\d.  to  2%d.  per  lb.  Cassia- 
lignea  was  bought  in  at  42s.  per  cwt.  for  false  packed. 
Broken  twiggy  partly  sold  at  21s.  to  21s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Cinnamon-chips  were  bought  in  at3jfZ.  per  lb.  for  fair  quality. 
Singapore  black  Pepper  sold  at  b\d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  for  greyish, 
being  easier.  Business  has  been  done  for  arrival  at  5Jrf. 
for  January-March  steamer.  Singapore  white  was  bought 
in  at  lOd.  per  lb.  for  good  fair,  and  at  10^d.  for  good. 

Tonka  Beans. — The  ss.  Mildebremd  from  Para  has  arrived 
in  Liverpool  with  29  cases.  Fairly  large  quantities  are  now 
coming  over,  so  that  prices  are  likely  to  be  cheaper. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

At  the  auctions  of  new  and  old  drugs  there  was  rather  a  better 
tone,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  goods  was  sold.  Cape  aloes 
was  rather  lower  and  Curacoa  of  fair  quality  brought  high  prices. 
Asafetida  of  old  import  met  a  slow  sale  at  irregular  prices. 
Sumatra  benzoin  sold  steadily  at  unchanged  rates,  but  Palembang 
was  quiet.  Buchu-leaves  were  firm  but  unchanged.  Calumba 
and  eubebs  are  dead  letters.  Cardamoms  sold  irregularly  but 
dearer ;  fine  quality  is  scarce.  Dragon's-blood  was  quiet  but 
firmly  held,  as  was  also  gamboge.  The  selection  of  Jamaica  honey 
was  poor,  and  little  business  was  done,  holders  being  firm.  Carta- 
gena and  Rio  ipecacuanha  advanced  considerably.  Rhubarb  was 
very  quiet.  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  sold  privately,  and  for  Tinne- 
velly  senna  there  was  the  usual  good  demand  at  very  full  prices. 
Turmeric  was  in  good  supply  and  cheap.  Jamaica  beeswax  was 
5s.  dearer  and  Zanzibar  sold  at  firm  prices ;  other  descriptions 
were  quiet.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  offered  and 
sold  :— 


Offered  Sold 

Aconite  (Jap.)    10  ...  0 

Ajowan-seed    70  ...  0 

Albumen  blood   5  ...  0 

Aloes- 
Cape    24  ...  24 

Curacao  (boxes)  18  ...  10 

Socotrine    47  ...  20 

Ambergris   4  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    6  ...  6 

Aniseed  (Buss.)  ...  811  ...  20 

Aniseed,  star    1  ...  1 

Antimony  (Jap.  cr.)  30  ...  0 

Areca   33  ...  0 

Asafetida    278  ...  56 

Asphaltum  (Syr.)  ..  18  ■'■  0 


Offered  Sold 

Balsam — 

Copaiba   26  ...  0 

Peru    6  ...  0 

Tolu    32  ...  0 

Benzoin— 

Palembang    75  ...  0 

Siam    8  ...     0  I 

Sumatra   133  ...  72 

Buchu    16  ...  16 

Calumba    181  ...  0 

Camphor — 

Jap.  crude    73  ...  0 

Jap.  refined    18  ...      0  I 

Canella  alba   11  ...     5  j 

Cannabis  indica  ...    40  ...  0  I 


Offered 

Cardamoms    222  .. 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  74  .. 

Cascarilla   56  .. 

Cashew  nuts   18  .. 

Chiretta   25  .. 

Coca-leaves    18  .. 

Colocynth  (Tky.) ...  15  .. 

Cowhage    1  .. 

Croton-seed    10  .. 

Cubebs    28  .. 

Cumin-seed    10  .. 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...  45  ... 

Dill-seed  (Eng.)  ...  25  ... 

Dragon's-blood   12  ... 

Elaterium   1  ... 

Elemi   29  ... 

Ergot  (Span.)    51  ... 

(Buss.)    3  ... 

Galangal    20  ... 

Galbanum    1  ... 

Galls  (Chin.)   3  ... 

Gamboge    6  ... 

Guaiacum   8  ... 

Guinea-grains    3  ... 

Gum  acacia    205  ... 

Honey — 

Calif ornian    50  ... 

Jamaica   14 L  ... 

New  Zealand  ...  105  ... 
Ipecacuanha  — 

Cartagena   37  ... 

Bio  (natural)'   25 

„   ("cult.")  ... 

Kino   

Kola   

Lemon- juice  (cone.) 

Lime-juice   51 

Mastich   18 

Matico   16 

Menthol   

Musk—  (cabardine) 

Nutmeg  paste   

Nux  vomica   

Oil- 
camphor  (white) 

cassia   16  ... 

castor  (E.I.)           109  ... 

chaulmoogra   9  ... 

clove    6  ... 

cod-liver  (Nor.)...  35  ... 

(Jap.)    100  ... 


12 
29 
28 
3 


9 
1 
1 

24 

20 


Sold 
140 
4 
0 

.  8* 
0 
6 
0 
1 

10* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
3* 
37 

10 
16 

3 

5 
25 
9 
2 
8 
0 

0  i 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
24* 

0  I 
0 

59 
0 
6 

15  | 
0  I 


Offered 

Oil— croton    1  .. 

eucalyptus    21  .. 

lemongrass  ......     2  .. 

lime  (W.I.)    42  .. 

nutmeg    2  .. 

orange    7  .. 

peppermint    45  .. 

rose  (E.I.)   5  .. 

Olibanum    11  .. 

Opium  (Pers.)    2  .. 

Orange-peel   20  .. 

Orchella-weed    81  .. 

Orris  (Ital.)    2  .. 

Ox-tongues  (doz.)...  110  .. 

Pistachio    2  .. 

Quillaia  ...    18  .. 

Reindeer-tongues 

(doz.)  100  ... 

Rhatany   5  .. 

Bhubarb    64  ... 

Sarsaparilla — 
grey  Jamaica   ...    10  ... 

Honduras    4  ... 

native  Jam   5  ... 

Scammony-root   ...    75  ... 

Scammonium    5  ... 

Seedlac    20  ... 

Senega    6  ... 

Senna- 
Alexandrian           124  ... 

Tinnevelly   516  ... 

Squills    16  ... 

Storax    14  ... 

Strophanthus    12  ... 

Tamarinds  (E.I.) ...    15  ... 

Tonka-beans   6  ... 

Tragacanth    38  ... 

Turmeric    509  ... 

Valerian    10  ... 

Vanilla    2  ... 

Vermilion  (Chin.)  5  ... 
Wax  (bees')  — 

Bombay  (yellow)  23  ... 
Calcutta  (white)     81  ... 

Jamaica   24  ... 

Morocco   11  ... 

Spanish 

(bleached)  ...      14  ... 
„    (yellow)  ...    11  ... 

Zanzibar    285  ... 

Wax,  Japanese    ...    17  ... 


Sold 
.  0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

11 

0 

0 
2 
10 
0 

2 

12 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

10* 


0 
0 
0 
0 

2 
516 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 

128 
0 
2 
0 

0 
5 
12 
0 

0 
0 

43 
0 


*  Sold  privately. 

Aloes. — Cape  sold  at  lower  rates  compared  with  the  last 
public  sales,  good  bright  hard  selling  at  44s. ;  fair  ditto 
43s.  ;  ditto,  slightly  drossy,  41s.  ;  softish  and  dull,  38s.  to 
39s. ;  and  dull  dark,  33s.  6i.  per  cwt.  Of  Curacao,  10  boxes 
sold  at  20s.  to  21s.,  subject,  for  ordinary  dark  livery.  Good 
liver  was  bought  in  at  28s.  Twenty  cases  of  Socotrine  aloes, 
which  had  been  previously  offered,  sold  without  reserve  at 
29s.  for  very  soft  and  liquid  black,  and  65s.  for  a  mixed  lot, 
containing  good  stiff  pasty  of  fair  flavour ;  27  kegs  of  good 
hard  to  stiff  pasty  Socotrine  were  limited  at  72s.  6:1. 

Aniseed. — Russian  of  the  new  crop  brought  16;.  6i.  per 
cwt.,  and  sweepings  sold  at  10s. 

Aniseed,  Star. — A  case  of  very  broken,  of  poor  flavour, 
sold  at  75s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto-seed. — Very  dull  sold  "without  reserve"  at 
\d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida.— A  parcel  of  278  packages  from  the  Persian 
Gulf,  which  had  been  previously  offered,  was  again  brought 
forward,  but  very  little  was  sold,  and  that  at  irregular  prices. 
A  few  cases  of  fair  pinky  almondy  block  sold  at  60s.,  and 
rather  heavy  dark  mixed  block,  but  gummy,  52s.  Qd. ; 
brownish  unsightly  block,  but  gummy,  50s.  to  55s.  per  cwt. ; 
heavy  greyish  block,  26s.  Sixteen  packages,  said  to  have  been 
returned  from  America,  sold  without  reserve  at  from  7s.  6^. 
to  19s.  per  cwt.  The  s.s.  Heighington  from  Bunder  Abbas 
has  arrived  with  177  cases. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Good  hard  genuine  in  large  tins  was 
limited  at  Is.  4eZ.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  sold  at  steady  prices,  71.  2s.  6d.  being 
paid  for  good  seconds,  fairly  well  packed  with  small  and 
medium  almonds,  and  from  6Z.  2s.  6d.  to  6'.  7s.  Qd.  subject 
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for  middling  seconds.  Ordinary  seconds  sold  at  from 
51.  2s.  Qd.  to  51.  Is.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Good  Palembang  was 
bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

BTJCHU  sold  at  firm  and  unchanged  prices.  For  rather 
stalky  and  yellowish  mixed  lid.  to  Is.  was  paid,  and  fair 
round  greenish  brought  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Calumba  remains  neglected.  Small  to  bold  brown 
natural  sorts  were  limited  at  12s.  per  cwt.,  and  picked  yellow 
and  washed  was  bought  in  at  42s. 

Canella  Alba.— Dull  and  rough  quill  sold  at  40s.  per  cwt. 
Cakdamoms  sold  at  irregular  but  rather  dearer  rates,  fine 
quality  being  very  scarce.  Ceylon-Mysores,  bold  round  pale 
smooth  sold  at  3s.  Hd. ;  medium  and  bold  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  3d. ; 
small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  Id. ;  small  pale,  Is.  Id. ;  medium 
and  bold,  slightly  brownish,  Is.  lOd.  to  2s. ;  small  and 
medium,  Is.  2d. ;  bold  pale  splits,  2s.  <\d.  to  2s.  Qd. ;  medium 
splits,  Is.  lid. ;  small  splits,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d. ;  very  small 
splits,  Is. ;  bold  brown  long  splits,  Is.  3d. ;  brown  split  and 
pickings,  lid.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Good  dark  decorticated  seed 
was  full  up,  selling  at  Is.  Id.,  and  fair  at  Is.  Qd.  Lean  brown 
Ceylon-Malabar  were  held  at  Is.  Id.,  and  medium  and  bold 
palish  at  Is.  lid. ;  small  lean,  dull,  sold  without  reserve  at 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.    Long  wild  sold  at  9d. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— A  few  bales  of  1899  crop  sold  at  26s. 
per  cwt.  Privately  the  market  is  reported  firmer  under  the 
influence  of  few  offers  from  the  other  side,  but  there  are 
still  sellers  here  at  25s.  Qd.  to  26s.  per  cwt. 

Coca-leaves.— Six  cases  of  brown  and  country-damaged 
leaf  sold  without  reserve  at  5\d.  per  lb. 

Cowhage. — Fair,  slightly  sandy,  imported  in  1893,  sold 
without  reserve  at  4d.  per  oz.,  being  dearer. 

Cubebs. — Neglected.  Fair  sifted  and  oily  berries  were 
limited  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's  Blood.— A  bid  of  81.  10s.  per  cwt.  is  to  be 
submitted  for  medium  but  slightly  damp  lump,  and  two 
cases  of  bright  "  colory "  but  seedy  lump  were  bought  in 
at  13Z.  per  cwt. 

ERGOT. — New  Russian  was  limited  at  Is.  4ffZ.,  and  bold 
new  Spanish  at  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  Gel.  per  lb. 

Gamboge.— Good,  slightly  blocky  pipe  was  limited  at 
151.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — Medium  glassy  block  but  partly  drossy  sold 
at  Is.  per  lb. 

Gum  Arabic. — Several  cases  of  yellowish  picked  Trieste 
grain  sold  at  90s.  per  cwt. 

Honey.— Jamaica  was  slow  of  sale,  but  holders  were  firm 
at  the  recent  advance.  Dark  ambery  and  dirty  liquid,  in 
barrels,  sold  at  from  17s.  to  18s.  per  cwt.  Good  thick  palish, 
in  casks,  brought  22s.  to  22s.  Qd.  Practically  no  fine  quality 
was  offered.  A  few  cases  of  Calif  ornian  sold  at  35s.  for  bright 
amber  liquid  to  palish  thick. 

Ipecacuanha  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  week,  a  sharp 
advance  having  taken  place  in  both  descriptions,  previous  to 
and  at  the  auctions.  It  is  reported  that  some  40  to  50  bales 
of  Cartagena  have  been  sold,  principally  for  export,  at  4s. 
per  lb.,  and  on  Wednesday  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  was  asked 
privately.  For  natural  and  cultivated  Rio  5s.  9d.  has  been 
paid,  and  5s.  Qd.  has  been  refused  for  50  bales,  importers 
being  unwilling  to  sell  any  more  previous  to  the  drug- 
auctions,  and  on  Wednesday  they  advanced  prices  to  6s. 
At  the  auctions  a  further  advance  was  paid,  Rio  being  about 
Is.  dearer  on  the  prices  paid  at  the  sale  a  fortnight  ago,  and 
Qd.  dearer  on  the  prices  paid  privately.  Cartagena  in  auction 
showed  no  change,  compared  with  the  private  prices,  ordinary 
dull  selling  at  4s.,  and  for  fair  average  4s.  was  refused, 
4s.  3d.  being  the  limit ;  and  in  another  instance  4s.  Qd.  was 
wanted.  A  string  of  25  bales  natural  Rio  sold  at  from 
6s.  Id.  for  fair  to  good  wirey,  up  to  6s.  M.  and  6s.  5cl.  for 
fine  bold.  Nine  bales  cultivated  Rio  sold  at  from  6s.  2d.  to 
6s.  3d.  per  lb. ;  and  since  the  sales  a  few  more  bales  have 
been  sold  privately  at  6s.  3d  Importers  are  very  firm,  and 
it  was  said  6s.  Qd.  was  wanted  for  Rio  after  the  sale,  but  this 
lacks  confirmation. 

Kino. — Dull  black  Cochin  grain  sold  "  without  reserve " 
at  4d.  per  lb.,  and  a  bid  of  2d.  is  to  be  submitted  for  very 


blocky  African.    Privately,  Q\d.  has  been  paid  for  good 
Cochin  grain. 

Kola. — Rather  mouldy  and  dull  West  Indian  realised  3d. 
to  3\d.  per  lb. 

Matico. — More  or  less  wormy  leaf  was  held  at  <\d.  to  $\d., 
and  a  bid  of  3d.  was  refused. 

Oil,  Castor. — Dull  Calcutta  seconds  sold  without  reserve 
at  from  l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  for  partly  rusty  tins. 

Oil,  Clove. — A  parcel  of  6  drums  re-shipped  from  Havre, 
said  to  be  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons'  make,  was  offered,  and  a 
bid  of  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  was  to  be  submitted  for  the  lot. 

Orange-peel. — Very  dull  and  dark  strip  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  Id.  to  l^d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — No  business  was  done  in  auction.  Bold  flat 
High-dried,  with  three-quarter  pinky  fracture,  was  limited  at 
9i.,  and  common  round  horny  High-dried  at  5%d.  For  a 
case  of  very  bold  fine  flat  orange-coated  Shensi  3s.  Id.  was 
refused. 

Sarsaparilla. — Five  bales  native  red  Jamaica  offered 
and  sold  at  3d.  to  8\d.,  and  Qd.  per  lb.  for  mixed  greyish. 
Honduras  (Crown)  was  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  The  10  bales  of 
grey  Jamaica  offered  had  been  sold  privately. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  sold  at  very  full-up  prices  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  quality  was  inferior  to  that  on  the  last 
occasion — mainly  in  the  size  of  the  leaf.  The  offerings  also 
contained  a  fair  proportion  of  jungle  senna,  which  would 
indicate  that  the  end  of  the  crop  is  in  sight.  Importers 
state  there  is  little  more  to  come.  The  following  prices 
were  paid  for  Tinnevelly  leaf  :  fair  bold  greenish,  5\d. ;  good 
small  and  medium  greenish,  3d.  to  3§d. ;  fair  small  to  medium 
greenish,  2d.  to  2\d. ;  and  ordinary  common  dark  and 
yellowish  mixed,  Id.  to  lf<2.  per  lb.  Pods  sold  at  Id.  to  l%d. 
A  few  bales  of  Alexandrian  pods  sold  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  palish. 

Strophanthus. — A  bid  of  Is.  per  lb.  was  to  be  submitted 
for  6  bags  of  Kombe  seed  in  pod,  and  it  possibly  led  to  busi- 
ness ;  Qd.  was  also  to  be  submitted  for  sea-damaged  and 
badly  weevilled.  Privately,  2s.  Qd.  is  quoted  for  fair  medium 
greenish  Kombe. 

Tuemeric  was  in  large  supply,  of  which  108  packages  were 
offered  and  sold  "  without  reserve,"  9s.  to  9s.  9d.  being  paid 
for  fair  bright  but  wormy  finger ;  8s.  3d.  to  8s.  6*2.  for  dull 
wormy  finger.  For  fair  bright  Madras  finger  12s.  Qd.  was 
accepted. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  of  fine  quality  was  scarce,  and 
about  5s.  dearer,  selling  at  from  11.  lis.  Qd.  to  81.  per  cwt.  for 
good  hard  red  and  brown  mixed.  Most  of  the  offerings  were 
of  a  pale  greyish  character,  and  were  bought  in  at  11.  10s. 
per  cwt.  Zanzibar  was  firm  but  unchanged,  fair  brown  block 
selling  at  Ql.  lis.  Qd.,  and  137  bales  were  limited  at  11.  for 
good  hard  block,  but  slightly  foul.  Good  white  bleached 
Calcutta  brought  Ql.  10s.  per  cwt.  Yellow  Spanish  was 
limited  at  Ql.  12s.  Qd.,  and  bleached  at  11. 12s.  Qd.  Privately, 
W.H.B.  refined  American,  in  2-lb.  blocks,  is  quoted  81.  per 
cwt.  net,  and  white  ditto  at  91.  net,  in  lots  of  5  cases. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Fair  pale  squares  were  limited  at  56s. 
per  cwt. 


The  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society  appealed  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal  on  November  27  against  Mr.  Justice  Wills's 
decision  awarding  damages  to  a  customer  who  was  injured  by  a 
box  of  chlorinated  lime  exploding.  The  appeal  was  dismissedj  as 
was  also  a  cross-appeal. 

At  the  Birmingham  Dog  Show  on  December  2  the  final  award 
will  be  made  in  the  competition  for  Spratt's  Coronation  Gold  Cup, 
value  150  guineas,  constituting  the  winner  this  year's  Champion  of 
Champions.  Gold  medals  will  be  presented  by  Spratt's  Patent 
(Limited)  to  those  who  come  second  and  third  in  the  contest. 

Hogan's  Nerve. — "I  hear  Hogan  is  sick,"  said  the  barber. 
fl  Yes,  but  he's  better  now,"  said  the  bailiff.  "  He  went  to  a 
doctor,  who  looked  him  over  and  then  wrote  out  a  prescription. 
'  How  much  will  that  cost,  doc.  ?  '  asks  Hogan.  '  About  a  dollar 
and  a  half,'  says  the  doctor.  "  Have  you  got  that  much  to  loan 
me,  doc.  ?  '  says  Hogan.  The  doctor  took  the  prescription  back, 
and  crossed  off  all  of  the  items  except  1  aqua  pura.'  '  You  can 
get  that  for  ten  cents,'  he  says,  handing  it  back  to  Hogan ;  1  and 
hese's  a  dime.'  '  Don't  I  have  to  take  those  things  you 
scratched  off  ?  '  asks  Hogan.  '  No,'  says  the  doctor.  '  Those  are 
nerve-tonics.    You  don't  need  'em.'  " — Medical  Bulletin. 


